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ADVERTISEMENT. 


N the following work the judicious reader 
will directly trace. the hand of the author 
of CR YS AL. The uncommon approba- 
tion with which that performance has been re- 
ceived by the Public, determined the editor to 
ſpare no pains nor expence, to recover the 
other remains of ſo ſucceſsful a writer. The 
difficulties attending ſuch an attempt are ob- 
vious. From the ſuppoſed Clergyman® alone, 
into whoſe hands they firſt fell, could any ac- 
count of them be expected: but how to trace 
mim through all the various characters, which 
ſuch perſons uſually aſſume, was the queſtion. 
At length, after a moſt fatiguing ſearch, he wass 
indebted to accident for that ſucceſs which all“ 
bis diligence had failed of. He was called up- 
en one evening by an acquaintance, to go wich 
him te Bridewell, in ſearch of a ſervant girl of 
his, whom the laudable vigilance of the con- 
ſtables had taken up in the ſtreet the night be- 
fore, when ſhe was ſent on an errand, and the 
{tris juſtice of the magiſtrate had committed to 
the houſe of cr7e:0n, as ſhe unluckily had not 


a penny in her pocket to prove her innocence, 
or even pay a meflenger for going for her maſ- 


ter. While they waited in the public room 


* See the preface to CnrysSar, p-. 21, ; 
Vor, I, Aa for 


1 ADVERTISEMENT, 


for the return of a perſon who was ſent for her 
diſcharge, they were ſtruck with the uncom- 
monly droll look and behaviour of the waiter 
who ſerved the company with liquor. To di- 
vert the melancholy reflections, therefore, with 
which ſuch a ſcene of wretchedneſs and de- 
bauchery muſt neceſſarily afte& every humane 
heart, they called for a pint gf wine, and de- 
fired him to fit down and drink with them. 
The invitation was readily accepted; and the 
fellow obſerving that they expreſſed ſome cu- 
riolity to know how a man of his apparent 
abilities could. have funk into ſo low a ſtation, 
immediately gave them the following outlines 


of his hiſto rx. | " 
<« Gentlemen, (ſaid he) there is nothing in 
< this life but and gowns. Low as 


ou 
« ſee me at preſent, I have often "UA in 
« an higher ſphere. I have been a player, 
« a doctor, an author, and à parſon; and 
„% have acted my part with ignity in 
each character till the — —5 2 1 
have alſo, indeed, amuſed myſelf with tak- 
ing a view of life in leſs exalted tations : 
„ have been a broken ſoldier, a ſhipwrecked 
«< ſailor, a fool, a madman, and a gypſie; in 
« reward for ſome feats of uncommon clever- 
e neſs in the laſt of which characters, I have 
« had lodgings aſſigned me here, rent free, 
i for ſeven years, where, that I ſhould n6t be 
idle, I have deſcended to the occupation 
« in which you ſee me. However, I am not 
e diſpirited. Seven years will not laſt for 
« ever; and J hope to be prime miniſter yet, 
before I die,” —— | 


vi 
( 
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e 


an opportunity of making 
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ADVERTISEMENT. | 11 

The moment he mentioned his having beerr 

a parſon, it occurred to the editor, that this 
might poſſibly be the one whom he had been ſo 


long in ſearch of. As ſoon as he ſtopped there- 


fore to drink their healths, + Tt muſt be allow- 
ed (ſaid he) that you have ſeen life in va- 
« rious lights; but there is one circumitance 
in your hi which. I do not underſtand. 
% You ſay you have been a parſon— Axe, 
« fir, (anſwered the other) one of your /c1}- 
& ordained ones, who go about the world 
% preaching poor people out of their ſenſes, 
* and then picking their pockets. But mv 
„ conſcience was too tender for ſuch à vile 
cc 
cc 


trade, fol left it and turned gypſie; though I 

have had reaſon enough ſince to repentof the 
4 manner in which I took that ſtep, as I loſt 
my fortune by it. 
« You muſt have heared of the bock that has 
made ſuch a-noiſe lately, The Adventures of 
«< a Guinea, Sir, that book was once mine; 


_—_ *< but I had not the good fortune to make 
aa proper uſe of it. I muſt needs attempt al- 
—_ << tering, forſooth ; and before I had finiſhed, 
=—_ << ſome impertinent ſuſpicions of my neigh- 
= © bours obliged me to ſhift my quarters ſome- 


c what ſuddenly and in my hurry I forgot to 

put up that bcok along with the reſt of my 

« papers.” | | 17 
The editor had ſome diſſiculty to conceal the 


2 ; 7 pleaſure which this account gave him, though 
de was ſenſible that the utmoſt addreſs was neceſ- 


fary, if he hoped to fucceed with ſuch a voluble 
genius.“ And pray, fir, (ſaid he therefore, with 
* a careleſs air) were you the author of that 


17 book :“ No, fir, (anſwered the other) 


a.2 I was 


iv 
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ing about the country. I was that Clergy- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


I was not the author of it, but it was mine 
notwithſtanding. That, and ſome other 
papers of infinitely greater value, were given 
to me by the woman in whoſe hands the au- 
thor left them. If you have read the pre- 
face to that book, you muſt remember ſhe 
ſays, that her old lodger was ſucceeded by 
a Clergyman, who left her houſe to go preach- 


man, fir. But it is not the loſs of that book 


which I lament. - Well as it has ſucceeded, - 
it was not to be compared with another of 


the ſame author's, which I made a ſhift to 
carry off, and which would certainly have 
made my fortune, had I not loſt it in much 


the ſame manner as I did the other. But 


it is in vain to grieve at what cannot be 
remedied; and ſo, gentlemen, my ſervice 


to you.” 5555 . | 
«You muſt know, gentlemen, (continued 


he, as ſoon as he had drank off his wine, 


which now began to warm his heart, and ſet 


all his ſecrets abroach) that in the courſe of 
my miniſiry J inſinuated myſelf ſo far into 
the good opinion of the wealthy widow of a 
country farmer, that ſhe took me into her 
houſe, to inſtruct her children in the true 
reformed principles of religion, having fallen 
out with her vicar about his dues. If I 
could have contained myſelf, I might have 
lived happily enough with her; but the fleſh 
was frail ; I was then a young fellow, and 
her daughters were good clever wenches. 
In ſhort, I taught the two eldeſt of them 
other leſſons beſide religion. Such matters 


cannot be long concealed. My kind pu- 


„ pils 
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ADVERTISEMENT: » 


pils ſoon began to feel ſymptoms that ſhew- 
ed me it was time to decamp; which I did 
We accordingly, without taking any leave, to 
avoid the pain of parting : but as I was not 
ſo well provided for my journey as I could 
= bave wiſhed, I made bold to break open a 
cheſt in which the old woman kept her moſt 
valuable things, and took as many of them 
as I could conveniently carry off. This 
obliged me to leave my own. baggage be- 
hind me,_which, to ſay the truth, was of 
no great value, except thoſe papers; and the 
worth of them I was alſo ignorant of at that 
time; though I am ſenſible. now, that it 
greatly exceeded that of my booty, which 
== conſiſted only of an old filyer tankard and 
( cawadle-cup, and a parcel of linen; for, 
the ,beldame kept her caſh _ ſomewhere 


© elſe.” | 


This account was far from giving the editor 
atisfaction, as he apprehended that it would be 
very difficult to prevail on him to.make a diſ- 
covery that might endanger his life, by telling 
= where he had performed thoſe exploits. How- - 

ever, be reſolved to make the attempt, and, 
taking him into another room, told him, if he 
—_ would let him know where thoſe papers were 
bet, he would give him the moſt ſacred aſſur- 
ance that no ill conſequence ſhould attend his 
confidence, and that he would honeſtly pay 
him the value of them, if he ſhould be fo for- 
MF tunate as to recover them. The other turning 
his head on one fide, and fixing his eyes in- 
tently on him, with a look of - inexpreſlible 
archneſs, for ſome. time, Why ?. (ſaid he) 
WF << there is ſomething odd enough, to be ſure, 
4H ; 302 edn +... 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


vi 


1 es in aſking ſuch a queſtion ; but as you ap- 
Ci & pear to be more Os pr, than to 
1 e trepan ſuch a poor devil as me to the gal- 
1 „ Jows, I will &en tell you. As to paying 
« me, I ſhall leave that to yourſelf, when you 
| get them; and ſhall only defire a guinea at 
4 preſent, to buy me ſome little neceſſaries, 
cc as you ſee I am rather out of repair.” — 
This demand was immediately complied 
with, on which he named a place above two 
hundred miles from London. However, with- 
out heſitating on the danger of being deceived, i 
he ſet out directly, and found, to his unſpeak- ll 
able joy, that once in his life the other had 


acted honeffly. As ſoon as he had made forme 
neceſſary enquiries, he went to the old gentle- 
woman, who was ſtill living, and after a little 
introductory diſcourſe told her, that he had 
come, in obedience to the dying requeſt of an 
unhappy perſon, to make her the only reparation 
in his power for the injuries he had done her, 
by paying for the things he had taken away. 
At the mention of his name ſhe burſt in- 
to a flood of tears; after the firſt violence 
of which was over, the conſented to accept of 
the ſatisfation he offered, and finding he was 
no ſtranger to his friend's other feats in her fa- 
mily, told him, that matters had not proved 
quite ſo bad as might have been apprehended, 
her eldeft daughter having miſcarried privately, 
on his going away; ſo that ſhe ſuffered no in- 
jury in her character, and was fince well mar- 
ried to a man-midwife in the next village; as 
her ſecond was to the ſquire's only ſon, ho, 
, for reaſons beſt known to themſelves, made no 
objection to her for being with child. Pleaſed - 
| with 


ADVERTISEMENT. wi 


with this account, he payed her what ſhe de- | > 
manded for her things; and then careleſsly en- 


? 
4 
; 
| 
\ 


at. quiring whether his friend had not-left fome 
ng books and papers there, haJ the pleaſure to re- 
on eeive them all, tied up as they had been left; 
at he good woman declaring ſhe had all along 


een convinced, that a man who knew fo 

much of religion as his friend the parſon, would 
certainly pay her ſome time or other; and 
therefore ſhe had taken the greateſt care of 
Hluſhed wich this ſucceſs, he returned to Lon- 

aon, and going to Bridewell to communicate 

ne good news to his new friend, he found that 
oe guinea he had given him had put an end to 
eis adventures the very night he gat it, one of 
eis fellow priſoners and he having, for a trial of 
= hcir heads, drank ſuch a quantity of gin as 
illed them upon the ſpot. This event gave 
im an abſolute property in his acquiſt*$ 
tion, which he now offers to the Public, with 
che ſame ſcrupulous fidelity he obſerved in re- 
ation to the former works of this author; and 
oe hopes this honeſt account, added to what 
oe ſaid in the Preface to that applauded per- 
formance, and the arguments urged in the 
aAduertiſement prefixed to the ſecond edition of 
r, will obviate any ſuſpicion of its aiming at 

particular characters, or being other than a 
rere work of imagination. 8 


o 
« 
2 


POS T- 


2 — _ 
a 2 - 4% = ——— - \ Jag 8 — 8 © 
£ * 4 ä—— * - 7 — — - = 
89 _ = * 2 — A py 
— 2 * =. 7 0 . — + ws - py — . _ 
— 3 2 
> - * - ” * — — - — — a * — — - 
p 8 << — — — - — — _ — = 0 
— — 2 . 2 = - — 0 « i 
< OS a es. 4 ” 
— — — aw —— m—_ 6 — a es — 2 — 2 — — UT 2 
7 


r 


a 
wide 
Fx 
a 
1 
& 

” 

— 
— 
Pap | 

Sat. 


* * 7 3 
1 K 5 9085 n 4 
P © $T I'P,T 8 


1 Tn may not, for . 1 ogy be improper 


to inform the Public, that this concludes the 
taining kind ; the reſt of his. writings relat- 


works of our author, of this or any other enter - 


ing ſolely to bis —_ to find the enn, 5 


None. 154 
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C H A N A 


Iutroduction. A ſudden excurſion of nne 
| nary nature opens an uncommon ew of commges 
feenes. 


SI indulged myſelf one eomndig: * 
pleaſure of reading the divine 

of PARADISE Los x, which I do as 
9 often as health and ferenity of mind 
Ranke me capable of enjoying ſo ſublime an en- 
tertainment in a proper manner: when I came 
o the paſſage from whence the lines, pre- 
cd to this work are taken, my imagination 
aught the ſacred fire, and I purſued the 
ousht, e wearied with the 1 
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2 THE REVERIE. 
variety which it opened to my view, I ſunk in- 
to that ſuſpenſion of ſenſe, which is called A 
REVERIE; when the ſoul only wakes, 
and, breaking through its corporeal incum- 
brances, ranges at will over the boundleſs ex- 
panſe of creation, and joins in converſe with 
congenial ſpirits. / 7 
The objects about which my mind had been 
employed remained ſo ſtrongly imprinted on it, 
that it immediately continued the ſcene, but 
with that conſiſtency and connection which diſ- 
tinguiſh the viſions of imagination from the 
confuſion of common dreams. W554 
I thought I found myſelf (I knew not how 
tranſported thither) on the confines of that 
world, which MiLTon ſo beautifully deſcribes. 
The idea of ſuch a ſcene raiſed my curioſity To 
high, that, in defiance of the dread of ventur- 
ing alone in a place where I was an utter ſtran- 
ger, I was going to mix directly with the mul- 
titude, that I might take a more diſtin& and 
particular view of the wonderful things which I 
expected to ſee there, when a being of moſt 
tremendous aſpect, appeared ſuddenly before 
me: Hold preſumptuous mortal! (ſaid he, 
with a frown that nailed me to the ground) nor 
run into a labyrinth, from whence it is impoſ- 
ſible to return, without the aſſiſtance of ſome 
ſuperior being to direct your ſteps, and diſperſe 
the miſts of prejudice and ignorance, which at 
preſent obſtruct your ſight.“ RS 
Such an interdiftion was not ineffeRual ; I 
ſtopped, abaſhed and terrified; but curioſity 
again getting the better of my fear, Pardon, 
mighty lord! (anſwered I, proſtrating myſelf 
before him) the error of inadvertency, nor im- 
pute 
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THE REVERIE. 3 
WS pute to thy ſervant the fault of his nature. The 
famed my ſoul with a curioſity too ſtrong to 
WT bear. O let thy beneficence indulge it for 


moment. To thy direction I reſign myſelf. Do 
m 


7 
5 


thou preſent the neceſſary clue to guide 
eps, and open my eyes to the wonders whi 
3 + "30 


urround me.“ 


« 


_ < Ariſe ! (replied he, ſmoothing his'brow,” 
ich a ſmile of complacency) I blame not thy 
5 curioſity ; under the direction of reaſon, its im- 
oulſe is the ſtrongeſt and moſt extenſive cauſe 


ot human knowledge. But the more impor- 
rant duty of my particular ſtation permits me 


<= 


on, which my ſtricteſt vigilance is not meme 


. 


7 pointed. The ſpirit who conducts my ſubjects 
will 1 order to go with you, and give you the 
gratification you defire, . which the nature 


* 
. 


=. 


Wn other ſpirit who juſt then joined us) this 


erious empire. Do thou conduct him in ſafe 
rough it, and inform him of every thing that 
proper for him to know, aud for thee to re- 
1 veal“ 41 FTI AED 
e TOM 


deſcription I have read of this place has in- 


; 

= 
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> 
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|. ; mot to attend to the gratification of it myſelf. « 
= preſide over theſe regions of folly and eonfu- 


Shan neceſſary to keep from falling into utter 
WS nacchy. However, thou ſhalt not be diſap- 


hither from the earth-will ſoon arrive. Him 


ef his office, and his converſation in the 
world, enable him to do more ſatisfactorily than 
can, who am too much taken up with other 
matters, to attend to ſuch trifles as the actions 
ef mankind. And opportunely here he comes. 
EL, (continued he, addrefling himſelf to 


mortal is permitted to take a view of our myſ⸗ 
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At theſe words, he vaniſhed from my ſight 3 
and Ariel advancing to me with an air of affa- 
bility and kindneſs, © Come, thou moſt fa- 
voured of mortals, (ſaid he) and enjoy an in- 
dulgence hitherto denied to man, The adven- 
turous bard, whoſe bold deſcription led you hi- 
ther, ſnatched but a general glimpſe, as he flew: 

by. The whole ſhall be diſcloſed to you, and 
all its myſteries explained.” 8 
Encouraged by the manner in which he ſpoke, 
I raiſed my eyes from the ground, where fear 
and reverence had fixed them, and addreſſing 
myſelf to him, Accept, (faid I) moſt graci - 
- ous ſpirit, the warmeſt expreflion of my grati- 
tude for this ineſtimable favour.” Lead where 
thou wilt, thy willing ſervant follows; but if 
it be not too much for me to aſk, vouchſafe hit 
to inform me what is this place called, and wha; 
are the inhabitants of it? | _ 

„ 'The world, which is thus opened to your 
view, (anſwered he) is THEPARAD 1SE = 
OF FOOLS; where ſelf-deluded man, thro? .. 
endleſs ages, continues to act over the abſurdi- 
ties in which he blindly placed the happineſs of 
his-life. Till you have completed the appointed 
probation of mortality, and are purified by 
death, from the ſtains and infirmities of a cor- 
ruptible body, you are not able to ſee their ac- 
tions in their genuine colours, ſtripped of the 
diſguiſes which impoſe upon themſelves; for as 
they are actuated, by their former paſſions, they 
{till labour under all the weakneſſes and imper- 
fections of their former ſenſes : however, I will 
remove the veil for a moment, and give you a 
ſight of human nature, in a ſtate that never 
was before revealed to mortal eyes.” - Saying 

| by 
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THE REVERIE +4 5 
this, he touched my eyes with the end of a 
wand which he held in his hand, when inſtantly 
food of light broke in upon them, that illu- 
WW mincd an my fol. : © 7 072 
1 is impoſlible for words to convey an idea 
of what I felt at this view of human life, di- 
WW cited of all the ſpecious colouring which men 
gmutually put on to deceive each other, and that 
with ſuch eagerneſs and induftry, as often to 
Hide the impotition from themſelves alfo in the 
nd, and ſo become the dupes of their own de- 
eit. Amazed at ſuch a ſcene, I could not 


Help exclaiming, “O ſapient ſpirit, what can 
is be? The actions of theſe beings bear the 
rrongeſt reſemblance to thoſe of man; but 
here is a vein of folly-runs through them all, 
wich makes them look as abſurd and ridiculous 
== the tricks of children in their mimic plays. 
an this be their eternal employment? Or is 
—_: pofible that they ſhould be inſenſible of th 
—_— roſfineſs of ſuch folly!“ " 
_— .-* ouch is the life of man, (returned the ſpi- 
it with a ſignificant ſmile) and fo appear the 
moſt important of his actions, to beings unaf- 
—_—_cctc1 with the weakneſs of his nature. This 
world is, as it were, A REFLECTION of that 
which you have lived in. In it, As IN a MIR- 
oon, you behold the human heart in all its 
aious ſituations. You ſhall have « view of 
ie whole; but to make the protification of 
our curioſity the more ſatisfaftory, I will lead 


cou firſt to yon fantaſtic ſcene, where your know- 


——_—-Igc of ſome of the actors will make the farce 

ore intereſting to you; for you muſt obſerve, 
hat as this world of ours is but a ſhadow of 
at of man, it neceſſarily is divided like it into 


B 3 different 
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different countries, which bear the ſame names, 
and are in every reſpe& under the ſame circum- 
ſtances as theſe. But I ſee your ſight is dazzled 
with this extraordinary degree of light; I will 

therefore draw the veil over it again, and reſtore 
things to that appearance which is ſuited to 
your preſent ſtate.” 

«© Whenever occaſion. r wires, I will re- 
move the obſtacles which obſtruct human ſenſe, 
and enable you to perceive the particular ob- 
jects which I point to, at the greateſt diſtance; 
free/from the confuſion that an unlimited view 
of ſuch a complicated ſcene muſt unavoidabl 
throw you into. The walls of the cloſet ſhall 
be / tranſparent to your eye; and the ſecret 
whiſper ſound diſtinctly in your ear.” —With 
thefe words, he waved his wand before my 
eyes; and immediately the ſcene ſunk into its 

inal obſcurity, 

de ſpirit hen took my hand, and riſing 
with a bound, we glided through the air, with 
a velocity that diſtanced thought, though with- 
out any apparent motion of our own, till we 
arrived at the place which he fixed on as a pro- 
per ſtation for our purpoſe. -. * 

As ſoon as we ſtopped, We are now (ſaid 
he) in the midſt of the buſy ſcene ; but I have 
made your form imperceptible to thoſe purblind 
beings, ſo that you may indulge your curioity, 
without interruption or diſcovery,” 
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1 f T H E firſt ching that caught my attention, 


ce attending to what he ſaid. 220 


I 1 ſhew how abſolutely folly rules the heart of 
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11 


WT Fruitlefs refietions. The hiftory of M., Sue an. 


CANE is introduced by that of his illuſtrious fa- 
ther. 4 * 10 An 2 


* 


when [I had recovered from the aſtoniſh- 
ment with which my method of travelling had 
ſtruck me, was a mixed multitude of all ages 
and degrees of mankind; clapping their hands, 


and ſhouting round a perſon, who: was addreſſ- 
ing them in the moſt inſinuating manner, while 
people, employed by him ſerved them with wine, 
nin quantities ſufficient. to drown oy glimmer- 


ing of reaſon, and deprive them of all power of 


My guide ſaw my ſurprize, and without 


= waiting for my deſiring an explanation of the 


cauſe of it, reſumed his diſcourſe in theſe words, 
which he uttered in a voice, that, to. the groſs 
ſenſes of the beings round us, ſeemed the ſoft 
whiſper of the paſſing breeze. | | 

extravagance of the ſcene before you. This 
one inſtance, even were there not ten thouſand 
others equally flagrant, would be ſufficient to 


5 Of all the tranſactions of human liſe, th 
is ſcarce one of more real importance to it than 
this in which theſe people are at preſent en- 


+ gaged. 


I ſee you are amazed at the unaccountable 
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The ambitious are plied with promiſes, 
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d. They are chuſing a perſon to repreſent 
oo in re wy . * pro- 
perties, to promote their intereſts, and provide 
laws for the preſervation and increaſe of their 
happineſs and glory; and conſequently into the 
hands of this repreſentative do they commit the 
care of every thing juſtly dear to them in the 
world. (Vou are to take notice, that in con- 
formity to the illuſion under which theſe infatu- 
ated beings act, I ſpeak of them and their ac- 
tions, as if they ſtill were in the world they 
have left; and this caution I give you, once 
for all, to prevent miſtake and confuſion.) 

„ But what are the qualifications required 
for this ſacred truſt ? and by what arts does the 
candidate for it inſinuate himſelf into the con- 
fidence of the people, to obtain ſuch an unli- 
mited power over them? Examine the ſcene be- 
fore you, and there you ſee the whole 8 

the Co» 
vetous with bribes, and all with liquor, till 
they are heated to a degree of intoxication ſuf- 
ficient to make them give credit to whatever he 
ſays, it matters not how contradictory to com- 
mon ſenſe, and the conduct of his paſt life: 
for who could. be expected to facrifice his for- 
tune, and proſtitute his reaſon in the manner 
this perſon does, to a romantic defire of doing 
{ſervice to thoſe who are ſo wretchedly i | 
vident that they will not ſerve themſelves ? 
What has he who fells himſelf a right to ex- 
pea, but to be ſold again ? 

&« 'Thus far the electors ſeem to be the only 
fools, and to leave a name of ſtill a blacker im- 
port to their elected repreſentative. But to a 
nearer view the imaginary difference vaniſhes, 


A 


and 


1 
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THE REVERIE 3 
and all appear equally entitled to admiſſion into, 
this place. „ 1 

c For who, that gave the leaſt attention to 
the voice of reafon, would diſſipate his own. 
wealth, and ſacrifice the ſolid happineſs of in- 
dependence, to acquire a power o ee 
WE breach of truſt, as abſurd as it is perfidious? 
or what are the mighty advantages even pro- 


u- poſed by the moſt ſanguine purſuer of ſuch a 
c- MS ichcme ? Nothing but a deceitful ſmile of court 
ey * avour, an ignominious preference in the exe - 
ce Hecution of ſome iniquitous job, for which he 
receives the paultry reward of a precarious pen- 
ed ion or employment, the value of which is in- 
be conſiderable, in compariſon of what he has la- 
n- iced in the infamous purſuit; not to mention 
i- ne proſtitution of his conſcience and honour. 


- Nor does the folly of his electors, in Tuf- 

y. ring themſelves to be ſeduced by ſuch baſe mo- 

> ies, in the Teaft acquit him of perfidy. The 

ll moſt venal elector who ever took a bribe would 
f-.efaſe the candidate with deteſtation, who ſhould 

1e openly avow the iniquity of his intentions, and 
ell him, he bought his power on purpoſe to ſell 

: it again. Profeſſions of honeſty, however im- 

r. orobable, are always expected; and though par- . 
er riality palliates to himſelf his own venality and 
os corruption, he looks for promiſes of the oppo- 

> Mt: virtues from the candidate, which he im 

? By plicitly believes, becauſe it is his intereſt that he 

» | 9 hould have them. | A 


. Thus groſs as this prevarication is, it ob- 
—_tcs every excuſe the candidate can make fot 
bis corruption, and convicts him of perfidy 
en againſt his equally corrupt electot. But 

not to dwell upon the iniquity of this practice, 
B 5 there 


A 


* 


there is a degree of folly in it, that would ex- 
ceed belief, did not too frequent experience 
prove it. It is ſelling a man's birth-right for 
even leſs than a meſs of pottage ; for what ſe- 
curity has the elector of enjoying his bribe, or 
the repreſentative his penſion, when the very 
act that earns them theſe wretched wages of 
proſtitution, abſolutely enſlaves them to the 
tyranny. of that power which they have thus 
jointly laboured to erect, and which can deprive 
them of theſe and every other emolument of 
life at pleaſure ? | 


— 


6 have been inſenſibly led into theſe reflec- 
tions, by the execrable folly of the ſcene be- 
fore us; but, obvious and juſt as they are, the 
force of them will appear in a ſtill ſtronger 
light, when illuſtrated by a ſhort view of the 
life of this very candidate, the circumſtances of 
which prove the truth of every remark that 1 
made, beyond a poſſibility of doubt. General 
reaſoning is too often founded on falſe princi- 
ples, and leads the unwary mind into error 
but inſtances from matter of fact can never de- 
ceive. . | 
His name is Sugarcane: he was born in 
London, where his father, for ſome little time, 
followed one of the meaneſt mechanic trades ; 
to which, after unexpectedly outliving the neg- 
lects and cruelties of a rariſh nurſe, he had been 
bred at the pariſh charge. „ 
„„The ſanguineneſs of his temper equalled 
the ſtrength of his conſtitution, and would not 
permit him to remain long contented in ſo low 
a ſtation, though poverty ſeemed to preclude 
every poſſible hope of riſing to an higher, ex- 
cept by the ſlow ſteps of honeſt induſtry. 0 


this he deſpiſed as beneath him; and being freed 
from every reſtraint of honeſty and, virtue, by 
the principles which he had imbibed in his edu- 
cation at a charity-ſchool, he reſolved to ſtrike 
out a ſhorter way, or fall in the attempt. 
_ < Accordingly, in a little time after. bis 
marriage with my mother, he quitted his trade, 
and laid out her fortune, which was no more 
than the ſavings of a life of ſervitude, on the 
= ftock of a public houſe, as the way in which he 
could exert his abilities to beſt advantage. 
= < In the courſe of his education at the cha- 
rity-ſchool, he had formed acquaintances; with 
ſeveral of the moſt promiſing youths of the age, 
his ſchool-fellows, the vivacity of whoſe parts 
bad been early diſplayed in offering inſults to 
te very hands which reached them bread, pa- 
rolling the ſtreets at midnight, beating the 
watch, breaking up brothels, which refuſed to 

ſubmit to their pee and ſtanding bullies 

for whores ; and who as they advanced to riper 
= years ſhewed equal genius and ſpirit, in ſtriking 
out and executing various ways for remedying 
the partiality of fortune, and wreſting ber fa- 
ours from the leſs worthy hands into which ſhe 
bad blindly given them. f 3 1 
Wich theſe he immediately improved his 
former acquaintance into the doſeſt intimacy, 
oot only affording them an harbour in his houſe 
ven they were under apprehenſion of the un- 
enerous ſeverity of the laws, for few of them 
” 38 fell from the hopes of their youth; or.re- 
aquiſhed the practices in which they had been 
oo early trained; but alſo frequently purchaſing 
the prizes which they had ſo gallantly taken at 
the hazard of their lives, and ſo ſaving them 
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12 THE REVERI E. 
from the additional danger of offering them to 
fale to ſtrangers, In return for which ſervices 
they generally gave him ſuch cheap bargains, 
that the profit over- weighed his fears, and con- 
firmed his hopes of making an eaſy fortune in 
a ſhort time. 8 1 

- << But'this happy profpe& was ſoon overcaſt. 
Some of his moſt intimate friends having the 
bad luck not to come off ſo cleverly in their en- 
_ terprizes as uſual, his zeal for the public. good 
prompted him to turn evidence againftthem ; by 
which precaution alſo, he prevented their mak- 
ing diſcoveries to his difadvantage. But though 
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he ſaved his life by this prudence, citcumſtances 1 
appeared fo ſtrong againſt him, upon the whole, ⁵ 
as the original contriver, and principal manager 
of the ſcheme, that he was ordered to take a 


voyage to the //t-Tndies, to aſſiſt in Sean 
the ſavage natives, and improve the intereſts o 
an infant colony, by his ſuperior abilities and 
addreſs. - LIEN | | "I 
4% J have been ſo particular in this affair, 
which happened when the perſon before us was 
about three years old, becauſe it laid the foun- 
dation of his prefent fortune. His father natu- 
rally took him-with him ; and as his prudence 
had made him be always upon his guard, he 
was able to make ſuch proviſion for his voyage, 
that it was neither ſo uncomfortable, nor his 
9 ſo deſperate as is uſual with perſons in 
is circumftances. e 
% The firſt thing he did on his arrival, was 
to purchaſe a plantation, which he was able to 
ſtock ſo well, that in a very few years, be- 
tween the profits which he reaped from that, 
and the advantages his ſuperior knowledge gave 
9 * * 
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* im in other dealings, he not only ac guired a 
Wrctune beyond his moſt 1 75 uine expectations, 
Net alto aroſe to the higheſt honours and power, 
that part of the world to which the ignomi- 
ous manner of his going there was no * 
9 e as it had been the CY cale. 
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CHAP. 1 
bers 9 the tate makes his appearance. The 
y fruits of good education. | 


T may be judged that his worlhip's wilt 
was too intent upon matters of more mo- 
gent to permit his taking much th t about 
e had formed of ſuch affairs, from the edict- 
Son be had received himſelf, made him think 
ay great trouble or expence about ſuch à trifle 
iite unneceſſary. He therefore had him taught 
> read and write a little by an attorney, W 
ad unluckily carried the practice of his profe- 
on rather too far in his own country, by ſign- 
rig a client's name to receipts for money, 'with- 
put his knowledge, for which he had been com- 
elled to travel hither, where he now ſerved his 
orſhip in the eapacity of his clerk ; and the 
oliter accompliſhments of dancing, muſtck; 
eacing, &c. &c. he was inſtructed in by a young 

gentleman from the theatre, whoſe intenſe ap- 
plication to the buſineſs of his' profeſſion had fo 
entirely wrapped him up in perſonated"characd 
1 that he had unfortunately W ty 
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them. aſide, and re- aſſume his own in the com- 
mon affairs of life; but had gone in many dif- 
ferent ones, according to the parts he meant to 
play, to different tradeſmen with whom he bad 
a defire to have dealings, who, upon the diſco- 
very of the miſtake, were ſuch illiberal diſcou= 
ragers of merit, as to impute it to a fraudulent 
deſign, and lay him alſo under the neceſſity of 
making the fame voyage. PETER 
As the young ſquire's parts were lively, 
he ſoon made a happy proficiency under ſuch 
eminent maſters. Before he was quite fifteen, 
he could dance, ſing, and play on the guittar 
almoſt as well as his maſter ; and repeat ſeveral 
ſpeeches out of plays, which he had learned by 
rote from him, to the great delight and ſurprize 
of all who heard him: and by eighteen, he could 
make a ſhift to read a-play himſelf, and write a 
billet-doux, as well as was neceſſary for a gen- 
tleman of his rank and fortune. 
„Nor way the care of his tutars confined 
to the. accompliſhments of his perſon only: 
they alſo formed his mind in proper principles, 
civil, ſocial, moral, and religious. Accord- 
ingly, to open his way of thinking, and free 
him from the narrow prejudices of vulgar edu- 
cation, he was taught, that religion was a 
cheat; virtue, want of ſpirit, and law a bug- 
bear, fit only to reſtrain and terrify the ignorant 
and poor: and theſe opinions, far from being 
merely ſpeculative, ruled the conſtant practice 
of his life. Bred up among a crowd of ſlaves, 
who trembled at his nod, he looked upon him- 
ſelf as entitled to treat every one with haughti- 
neſs and tyranny. He indulged every paſſion ; 
with which youth and flattery could inflame his 
tab | hearty” 


* * 
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heart, laughed at every thing that was called 
ſacred, and enquired what was law, only for 
the pleaſure of tranſgreſſing it. 7782 
« While his pleaſures affected only himſelf, 
he was ſafe from interruption or reſtraint from 
his father; but at length, ſome conſequences 
happening to attend them, which interfered with 
his buſineſs, ſuch as the diſabling and deaths of 
ſome of his ſlaves, whom the ſquire had diverted 
himſelf with proving his ſtrength and dexterity 
at his weapons upon ; and the flight of others, 
for rapes committed on their wives and daugh- 
ters, he reſolved to ſend him over to England, 
to poliſh his manners, and complete his educa- 
tion. | | "Ry 
« Nor were theſe, weighty as 1 were, 
the only motives for his forming this reſolution. 
An affair of another nature made him alſo think 
his ſon's abſence neceſſary, at leaſt, for ſome 
time. | | | 


S05202SS0SS202050T020 
HAP. IV} ie 4 Sir 


Love triumphant over nature, but foiled by art. 
5 Theatrical morality. bag. + 


6 T HE RE lived in the neighbourhood of 

his worſhip a clergyman, who had been 

obliged to leave, his native country, to avoid 
being thrown into jail for a debt he had con- 

tracted by going to law, to defend a living 


= which had been given him by a noblemah, ts 


whom he had been tutor, and whoſe right of 
_—_— TOTO -4.,+**, preſenta. 


bim ſuch a promife ; and his lawyers abfotutely 
bill of coſts, which they immediately brought 


them to him, and even gained him ſome degree 


16 THE REVERTE. 9 
12 was difputed by the biſhop of the 

kcoe. © | gk» oe 
His lawyers had encouraged him to carry 
6n the ſuit by the moft confident affurarices of 
ſuccefs, and his patron promiſed him to defray 
the expence of it; but, on his being caſt by the 
biſhop, his lordſhip denied his having ever given 


refufed to make even the leaſt abatement in the 


him, and which was ſo entirely beyond his 
ability to diſcharge, that he had no way of pre- 
ſerving his liberty but by flight. FR 
It muſt be thought, that the converſation - 
of ſuch a perſon could not be much in the taſte 
of his new neighbours ; but the inoffenſiveneſs 
of his conduct, and the convenience of the in- 
fluence which his virtues ſoon obtained him 
over the ignorant ſavages, inſenſibly reconciled 


of their eſteem and reſpect. | 

„ Fuphranwor (that was the clergyman's ll 
name) had a daughter much about the age of Wl 
our young ſquire, who was bleſſed with eve 


beauty of mind and body. Neighbourhood na- 
turally introduced an acquaintance between their 
families, which was ſoon improved into a ten- 
derer connection between the young pair. 
«© Nor was this to be wondered at l Her it 
was impoſſible for man to behold unmoved; and Wl 
in the gifts of fortune, and the external advan- *' 
tages 3 he had a conſeſſed ſuperierity over, B 
all the young men in that part of the world. As Wl 
to the defects of his mind, they ſeemed to pro- al 
. ceed rather from want of proper education than Wl 
from any natural propenſity to vice; and there- ll 


fore, 


. 
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fore, as he was ſtill ſo young, might, eaſt] Y bs 
removed. 1 239888 ** 1 RW "v7 4.5 
From the time he became acquainted with 
Maria, ( ſo E upbranor's d aughter was called) 
his heart felt ſenſations which it had ever been 
2 ſtranger to before. He was unhappy every 
moment he was from her, yet when in her fight, 
chere was a majeſtic delicacy in het whole. be- 
baviour, that humbled him in his own eyes, 
and held him in a ſtate of diſtant awe and almoſt 
= adoration. e 5 | E 
ap e This neceſſarily had an immediate effect 
upon his whole conduct. He grew thoughtful, 
= diſcontented, and reſerved ; complained of the 
= deficiencies of his education, which her accom- 
= pliſhments of every kind ſhewed him in the moſt 
= mortifying light, and avoided the companys | 
and — * an abhorrence of the pleaſures 16 
had always been ſor fond of before, __ my 
«. Such a change ſoon alarmed, his theatrical 
tutor, (the other had been long diſmiſſed from 
his care of him) as he ſaw that it threatened 
the ſubverſion of his aſcendency over him. T0 
obviate fuch a misfortune required his;immedi- 
ate care; in which he was ſe far from doubting 
of ſucceſs, that he even hoped. ta turn it to his 
advantage, by his experience and;addreſs, and 
make it a foundation for a firmer power than he 
yet enjoyed. ; | _ 
- © Accordingly he threw himſelf one evening 
in his way, as he was returning from Eupbra- 
nor's; and obſerving him more than uſually 
chougheful, “ What. is the matter, (ald he) 
clapping him familiarly on the ſhoulder; Ha 
Dulcinea frowned upon her love-fick ſwain.? 
Hah! hah ! hah! Come chear up! we — 


9 Wr N . a . 
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find ſome way to appeaſe herwrath ! What, Wl 
ſigh for a woman? for ſhame, let no ſuch thing 
be ſaid: it is beneath you, quite beneath you. 


Mod be that ſordid fooliſh thing culld man. 
_ The loraly bull ranges thro all the feld. 
And from the herd ſingling his female out, 
Enjoys her, and abandons her at toill.— 
c There's an example for you to imitate; fol- 
low the dictates of nature, unſophiſticated by 
prieſtcraft, and be happy. What miſchief have 
prieſts done in the world? If it were not for the 
writings of poets, and the practice of players, 
to open the eyes of mankind, there would be 
no ſuch thing as happineſs or pleaſure. Before 
men were made fools of by religion, the ſexes 
- Cconverſed without reſtraint, and variety. gave a 
| reliſh to enjoyment: and ſo it does ſtill in my 
country. Dear London ! thou paradiſe of plea- al 
ſure! there is opportunity for indulging every 
paſſion : opportunity, that is not neglected. 
| There the wiſe world laughs at every fooliſh no- 
tion which inte. feres with delight: Beauty is 
: or eps only to be looked at; it meets defire 
half way, and courts the uſe it was deſigned 
for; and fo it would here, if men would manage 
right, and not raiſe obſtacles to their own hap- 
pineſs.” . 8 5 
< This elaborate ſpeech had the deſired ef- 
fect. The awe in which the ſquire had been 
kept by his miſtreſs, had already begun to ſit 
very uneaſy upon him, and his own inclinati- 
ons confirmed his tutor's arguments. Accord- 
ingly he reſolved to follow his directions oe 
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the attainment of a pleaſure, which he ſaw no 
other proſpe& of enjoying 

* He 10 Wer IR this reſolution, than 
it filled his tutor with the highe joy. He em- 
braced him in rapture; and, in the fullneſs of 
bis heart, diſcloſed a variety of ſchemes for ac- 
WE compliſhing their deſign ; all objections to the 
juſtice of which he eaſily removed; proving by 
the unerring morality of modern comedy, that 


= woman is but a creature made for man's pleaſure, 
nd therefore that every method for making her ſub- 
_rint to this original end of her creation, is lawful 
for him to uſe. | . 

„ This doctrine he confirmed both by the prac- 
= tice of the fineſt gentlemen, and by the implicit 
cConfeſſion ef the fineſt ladies of the age, who 
would never go to ſee the plays, in which thofe 
principles are openly inculcated, with ſuch eaqa- 
eerneſs, nor encourage the players, whoſe 
= greateſt merit conſiſts in giving them all the 
force and graces of expreſſion and action, and 
whoſe own lives are invariably formed upon 
them, with ſuch diſtinguiſhed marks of their 
favour, if they could diſpute the truth, or dif- 
approved the practice of them. | 

This reaſoning appeared ſo concluſive, that 
it removed every ſhadow of ſcruple; and they 
directly entered into conſultation upon the 
means for putting their ſchemes in execution; 
which they ſettled without any fooliſh reſtraint 
from the miſtaken prejudices of honour, virtue, 
oer religion. | 


CHAP, 
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of attian is changed. 
2 FP UANT. to their plot the ſquire 

went next morning to viſit Maria, as 
uſual ; when he declared his paſſion with the 
moſt ſolemn aſſurances of fincerity z as an in- 
conteſtible proof of which, he an im- 
_ mediate. marriage, but to be kept ſecret from 


both their fathers, till they ſhould find ſome 


happy opportunity of gaining their approbation 
of it, 


© At the former part of this propofal, a mo- 


deſt bluſh overſpread Maria's face; and ſhewed 
that her heart had no objeQion to it; but the 
firſt mention of ſecrecy reſtored her to herſelf. 
She thanked him politely for the favourable 
opinion he profeſſed to have of her, but affared 
him, at the ſame time, that ſhe never indulged 


even a thought which the imagined improper ; 


for her father's immediate knowledge, much 
leſs would venture upon the moſt important 
action of life, without his advice and approba- 
tion, | 8 8 * 
„The determined manner in which ſhe faid 
this, convinced her lover, that it was in vain 
to preſs her farther, He, therefore, returned 
ta his tutor, greatly dejected at the diſappoint- 
ment: for had ſhe conſented, the tutor we to 
ve 
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THE REVERIE. 2 
have diſguiſed himſelf, and perſonated the 
chaplain of a man of war that happened to lie 
upon the coaſt at that time, to ma ; 
which his theatrical talents enabled him to do, 
without danger of detection, and then, when 
| his pupil's paſhon was gratihed, it Was only 
confeſſing the ſtratagem, (and all ſtratagems are 
lawful in love and war) and parting with her at 
once; or, if ſhe ſhould prove refractory, and 
diſcover the whole, his worſhip's power, which 
would not fail to be exerted on ſuch an occa- 
ſion, was ſufficient to bear them through tri- 


«© Butun d as this diſappointment was, 
the tutor ſoon found reſources in the fertility of 
his own genius to remedy it. After a pauſe of 
a few moments, 3 * 
© Caliſia! (laid he, ſpeaking to himſelf as if 
in deep conſideration) Caliſſa and then prove 
a criminal correſpondence, both before and after 
her marriage, with ſome faſt friend who would 
not deny the charge] Yes! that might do; but 
ſtay !--- Monimia Aye! Monimiais the thing. 
Then ſpeaking to the ſquire, as if he did not 
know that he had over-heard him: | 
Well then (faid he) if the will preclude 
herſelf from the poor conſolation of pity, let her 
blame herſelf, My bow is not trufting to one 
ſtring, Yes! you ſhall have her, my friend ; you 
ſhall have her as long as you pleaſe ; and when 
your deſires are fatiated, you fhall get rid of her 
without reproach, My plot, it is true, is deeply 
laid ; but-I have precedents enough in dramatic 
writ to juſtify it. You ſhall marry her publicly, 
(leave me to reconcile your father to it I) and 
then what is caſter at any time than to catch fome 
: faithful 
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faithful friend in bed with her, which may be 
brought about by your ſtealing from her in her 
ſleep, and letting me, for inſtance, take your 
place; after which a divorce will be obtained 
without difficulty. | 
„Then pluming himſelf in his ſagacity, and 
ſtrutting a ſtep or two back and forward with 
an air of importance, I have not ſtudied the 
drama ſo long (ſaid he) to be at a loſs now 


for a ſcheme to ſupplant the virtue of a girl, or 


elude the vigilance of a bookiſh doating father ; 
let her therefore tell him her ſtory, as ſoon as 
ſhe pleaſes, I am prepared for both. As for his 
worſhip, I know that he will readily join in any 
thing to pull down the'pride of that parſon, in 
revenge for his having the aſſurance to arraign 
his conduct by preaching up to others, and 
practiſing himſelf, a courſe of life, in all re- 
ſpects, ſo oppoſite to his own.“ .=* 
„gut deeply as this deſign was laid, it met 
with the ſame fate, and from the ſame motives 
with the former. The moment her lover left 
her, Maria informed her father of his propoſal, 
who in the uprightneſs of his heart went directly, 
and diſcloſed it to his worſhip. It is impoſſible 
to deſcribe the rage into which ſuch a ſtory 
threw him. He immediately ſent off his ſon 
to England, to prevent the diſgrace of his mak- 
ing ſo unworthy a match : and, far from being 
obliged to Euphranor for making the diſcovery, 
bore him ever after the moſt implacable hatred, 
for being father to the object of his ſon's paſſion. 

As for the tutor, the time appointed for his 
travels not being yet expired, he was obliged to 
ſtay behind, and truſt his pupil to his own ma- 
nagement.“ | | 


CHAP. 
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aged, did not burthen him with much advice. 
vo things only he cautioned him againſt, 
ich were extravagance, for his pride had 
ompted him to give him unlimited credit, and 
atrimony without his expreſs approbation. In 
—vcry thing elſe, he left him to his own 
ernment, or indeed, more properly ſpeaking, to 
ance. 44 
hut he might have ſpared himſelf the trou- 
le even of this much. The moment his ſon 
aas out of his ſight, he ſcorned all reſtraint, 
owever eaſy and juſt ; and if his father's advice 
ad any influence upon him, it was only to raiſe 
a deſire of oppoſition to it. | | 
* Accordingly, as ſoon as he got to London, 
he ran into every faſhionable expence, with an 
eagerneſs that ſeemed to court ruin. He had 
houſes ſumptuouſly furniſhed at all places of 
pleaſurable reſort ; he ſet up equipages which 
vied in magnificence with thoſe of a ſovereign 
prince, kept running-horſes, hounds, and 
whores ; and, to complete his character, played 
- | deeply 


= . quire SUGARCANE. arrives in England. An odd 
e of high and low life. Prejudice of e. 
' HE cation involves him in many diſagreeable circum- 
" ances, and at length brings him into i inent 
anger. N | 1 2 
x 6 | * 10 15 

1 O UR hero arrived in England without 
N > any accident. His father, it may be 
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deeply at every game, in which art and experi- 


ence could give his antagoniſts an advantage 
over — ignorance. 
« All this he did, from an abſurd vanity of 


following the faſhion ; to indulge his own taſte, Wi 
which the manner of his education had fixed 
upon the moſt vulgar pleaſures, and grofie(t ſen- 
ſualities, he ran into the oppoſite extreme of 
low life. Thus he oftener flept in ſome filthy 1 
brothel, than in any of his on elegant houſes; "if 
while ** equipage waited whole mornings at | I 
his door, he was in a dirty diſguiſe driving an 

hackney coach; he got drunk with his grooms, # 
and rode his own races ; and the converſation i 
of his dog- boys was the greateſt pleaſure he 
reaped from his hounds. The miſtreſſes whom 
he ** at the moſt profuſe expence, he ſeldom v 4 N 
even ſaw; his amours rarely ſoaring higher than 1 0 
the humble patrollers of the ſtreets; and while 4 
he was throwing away thouſands among gam- | 4 
blers of faſhion, his heart languiſhed for a 4 
game of put, or all- ours, for a pint of beer, or 
à dram of gin; and he often ſtole away, from 
the moſt elegant entertainments which 2 
could deviſe, to carouſe and riot among chair- 23 
men and porters in a night cellar. _ 
Such a courſe of life neceſlarily involved 
him in numberleſs ſcrapes and troubles. Accul- 1 
tomed to converſe with none but dependants, nl 
and lord it over ſlaves, who dared not even 
murmur at his cruelty and abuſes, he could not oo 
bear to be treated as an equal by perſons whole 
more moderate expences made him think them 
of inferior fortunes ; and on the ſlighteſt con- 
tradition to his will, in his ſervants, or any ns 
- others of the lower ſtations of life, would fly ll 
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THE REVERIE 235 
out into his uſual outrages, beating and wound- 


ng them in the moſt cruel manner. 
* 0 The conſequences of this conduct were al- 
ways diſagreeable. The former returned the 
nſolence of his behaviour with the moſt morti- 
ing contempt ; or with perſonal affronts, _ 
nich pride and cowardice equally prevented 
is reſenting in the only manner that could put 


* n end to them; and the harpies of the Jaw ex: 
) orted ample ſatisfaction from his purſe for the 
ie ouries to the latter, and that often after he 
a ad ſuffered ſufficiently before from the ſuperior 
zo rength of thoſe who complained of him. 
» 


c Such an hurricane of riot and debauchery 


N as too violent to laſt long. An accident that 
he aoppened in one of his nocturnal exploits low- 
m Aged his ppirits for a time, and gave his pleaſure 
mn les tumultuous turn. 
nA party, among whom. he was, having 
le lied out one night from the tavern in the 
* eaaneſs of inebriation, to ſcour the ſtreets, 
and ſignalize their bravery vn all who ſhould be 
of 9 o unfortunate as to fall in their way, ſtumbled 
m 3 pon a watchman aſleep upon his ſtand. The 
) SD 2'rc of the wretch would have beſpoke com- 
'- aſſion from any human creatures under the di- 
ecion of reaſon. He was worn out with age, 
2d nd appeared an object much more proper to 
{- WT ccive, than give protection. But the milery 
„ef bis appearance only raiſed their mirth; an! 
: ere e of them of uncommon wit and humour 
1t 


aying what a ſurprize it would be to the old 
ellow to awake in the other world, our hero, 
ho was the moſt drunk in the company, and 
perhaps moſt accuſtomed to ſuch feats, directly 
prew his (word, and plunged it into bis body.“ 

. I. C % Such 


26 THE REVERTE.' 
„Such an action ſtruck them all with hor- 
ror. They inſtantly took to flight, in which 
he attempted to follow them; but conſcious af. 
fright deprived him of the little ſtrength which 


liquor had left, and he fell at his length in the 


ſtreet, where he lay unable to riſe, though not 
inſenſible of the danger that hung over his head, 
his apprehenſions of which were far from be- 
ing leſſened by hearing the wretch cry out mur- 
der; as he thought it impoffible for him to out- 
live ſuch a wound, though the joke he had de- 
ſigned was diſappointed, and it happened not to 

ut him to immediate death. | 
„ The firſt cry of murder brought a number 
of the neighbouring watchmen to the place, who 


found the ſquite with his drawn ſword lying on 
the ground by him, and every circumſtance of 
his appearance confirming his guilt. But if 

this had not been ſufficient, there wanted not 
direct proof of it; for ſome of his compani- 


ons conſidering the conſequences of having been 
known to have been in his company, and aware 
of the danger that might attend his impeaching 
them, returned immediately to the place, and 
charged him directly with the fact. 

“ On this he was dragged away to the 
round-houſe ; where his fright ſoon recovered 
him from his drunkenneſs, and ſhewed him all 
the horrers of his fituation. In vain did he of- 
fer immenſe ſums for liberty to make his eſcape; 
the affair was now public, and the watchman's 
wound was declared mortal, by a furgeon who 
had been called up to dreſs him. 

« Accordingly, after iuffering the inſults of 
the watch; and the revilings of his companions 
who trove to thew their own 1nnocence by 
5 aggravating 
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aggravating his guilt, for the remainder of the 
night, he was taken before a magiſtrate next 
morning, where the circumſtances. of his crime 
were examined into with the moſt excruciating 
minuteneſs, and the conſequences of it blazon 


e N 
t aa ſuch terrifying colours as were ſufficient to 
„ atrixe the boldeſt heart with deſpair ; and when 


= thus properly prepared, he was committed to 
Wt hc common priſon, to wait the ſentence of the 
av, among the vileſt malefactors who diſgrace. 


the human name. 
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CHAP 


1 ir br:adth eſcape. The happineſs of being 
= ab/ol/utcly diſengaged in life. An unexpetted 
piece of news ſhews the perverſeneſs of the 
heart. 


0 HE news of the ſquire's misfortune 


3 was immediately ſpread over the whole. 
woven, and of courſe ſoon came to the ears of 
his father's correſpondent ; who, though he was 
highly diſſatisfied with his manner of life, 
thought it his duty not to deſert him in ſuch a 
creadful condition. He therefore went directly 
to the magiſtrate, and learning the circum- 
{tances of the attair from him, found reaſon to 
ſuſpect that it was not fo bad as was repreſented ; 
but was aggravated with a deſign of extorting 
money from the terrified criminal. 
In conſequence of this ſuſpicion, he ſent 
tv; a furgeon of character, and going to the 
C 2 place 
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place where the watchman lay (an attorney's al 


houſe) inſiſted on ſeeing his wound opened; 
when it appeared ſo far from being mortal, that 
the ſurgeon declared it was not even dangerous, 
with the leaſt care, the ſword having happily 
hit upon a rib, and fo only glanced between 
that and the ſkin. 

* On this diſcovery, the merchant demanded 
his friend's being admitred to bail ; and on the 
magiſtrate's conſenting, becauſe he did not dare 
to refuſe, went himſelf to the priſon, with the 
Joyful tidings : where he found the deſponding 
wretch ſurrounded by a gang of follicitors, and 
knights of the poſt, who were planning fchemes 
for his eſcape- by perjury and chicane, and at 
the ſame time exaggerating his danger to en- 


hance the price of their owndamnation: ; in ear- a 
neſt of which, and to quicken their inventior, 


they had already received all the money in his £ 
pocket, which amounted to a conſiderable fum. ü 
„At the firſt ſight of the merchant, theſe 


harpies vaniſhed like owls at the appearance of . : 


the ſun. The good man ſaw the ſquire's diſ- 
treſs, and judging that it might be a proper 
time to work upon him, ſoftened thus by fear, 
he fat down, and entered into a friendly expoſ- 
tulation with him on the folly, vice, and dan- 
ger of ſuch a life as he had led; and concluded 
by wiſhing, that his preſent almoſt miraculods 
eſcape might make a proper impreſſion upon 
him, for the remainder of his life. 

„The ſquire heard the former part of his 
diſcourſe with liſtleſs inattention ; but at the 
mention of his eſcape, he fell upon his knees, 
and, eagerly kiſſing his friend's hand, conjured 
him to 2 the happy word. 
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« Tt is impoſſible to deſcribe his ſituation on 
being ſatisfied that his danger was over. His 
ſpirits, ever in extream, were raiſed as high as 
they had been dejected before; ſo ſudden a 


q [tranſition from deſpair to happineſs (for ſo his 
oy for that moment might juſtly be called) al- 


moſt depriving him of his ſenſes. He broke 
out into ſuch inconſiſtent extravagancies of ex- 


WE ulation, that he made his friend for ſome time 


fear he ſhould utterly loſe his reaſon. - But his 
ftrength ſoon failing under ſuch accumulated 
fatigue, his ſpirits ſunk into a ſettled calm; 


nd he left the priſon in the moſt rational ſtate 


of mind he had been in ſince he came to Eng - 
land. | | 
&« The horrors he had endured in this affair 


Wmade an impreflion on his mind, which influenced 
he remainder of his life. His danger determined 
bim for ever againſt ſuch exploits as that which 


drew him into it; and the behaviour of his 


ö 'S companions gave him fo ſtrong an averſion ta 
1 ſuch faciety, that he refuſed their viſits of 


corgiatulation on his return to his own houſe, 


| J = and never would mix with them more. 


© He was now in ſuch a ſtate of ſuſpence, 


4 | for the choice of his future life, that had any 


principles of virtue been inculcated in his mind 
by education, he might moſt probably have fol- 
lowed their ditection. But when the voice of 
pleaſure, the tumults of diffipation, and vice, 
were ſilenced, all was a wretched void within 
him, and he was really obliged to give into the 
firſt ſcheme of active idleneſs which chance ſug- 

geſted for want of knowing what elſe to do. 
* Juſt in this critical time, he happened to 
receive a packet of letters from home. That 
C4 of 
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of his father he threw careleſsly by, ſcarce half 


read through: but the fight of his tutor's hand 


raiſing an expectation of ſome news eoncernin 
Maria, his paſſion for whom he had never been 
able entirely to ſubdue, he opened it with ea- 
gerneſs, though he had no reaſon to expect any 
acccunt particularly intereſting to him. 

« His tutor informed him, that his father 
looking upon her as the cauſe of his being 


obliged to fend his ſon to England, the moment | N 


he was gone ſhewed the moſt rancorous ha- 
tred to her and Euphraner, which his power 
gave him ſo many opportunities of wreaking, 
that he made their lives quite miſerabie : they 
reſolved, therefore, to leave that country, and 


ſeek . happier retreat elſewhere; but as 4 


they were juſt ready to go, Eupbraner received 
a letter from the brother of the lord to whom 
he had been tutor, to inform him of his lord- 
ſhip's death, and deſire that he would return to 


England as ſoon as poſſible, to take poſſaſſion of ne 


a very conſiderable living juſt then become va- 
cant in his gift, and which he kept for him; 
adding, that he had diſcharged the debt, which 
had been the occaſion of his going abroad; 
and that on receipt of this news they left the 
Haare directly, not more to their own ſatisfac- 
tion, than to the mortification of his father, 
at their good fortune and eſcape from his 
power. | 
This account threw him into a violent 
conflict: his heart felt the ſtrongeſt emotions 
at the thought of her being in the ſame coun- 
try with him. He at firſt reſolved to find her 


out, and pleaſed himſelf to think how agree- 
ably 
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_ bly ſhe muſt be ſurpriſed at the great improve- 
ments he would ſee in his appearance and ad- 
ares, which he did not doubt would make ſuch 
an impteſſion on her in his favour, as ſhould 

greatly facilitate h:3 deſires. 
= „ But a moment's reflection overthrew all 
tee flattering hopes; and ſhewed him the ut- 
ter improbability of her ever liſtening to the 
2direftes, or even receiving the viſits of a man 
> by whom ſhe had been treated in fo baſe a man- 

ner; for to mitizate the ſeverity of his father's 
rage, and wipe oi the diſgrace of having pro- 
poſed marriage to one fo much beneath him, 
pe had openly declared the deſigns he had 
formed for her ruin. x 

„But this was not what gave him the 
greateſt pain. The advantageous change in 
ber father's affairs removing the only objection 
Which he thought could be made to her, it im- 
me diately occurred to him, that ſome perſon of 
diſtinction would moſt probably be captivated 
by her charms, at her return to England, and 
marry her; and it was death to him to think 
that the ſhould make any other man happy, 
though he had loſt all hopes of ever obtaining 
her himſelf. 

<© But theſe diſagreeable reflections ſoon gave 
place to thoughts of another nature. His mind 
had been in ſuch a continued agitation ever 
ſince his coming to Lenden, that he had not 
once remembered the many fine things his tu- 
tor had fo often told him of the theatres ; nor 
the luſcious deſcriptions he had drawn of the 
pleaſures to be found in the company of the 
players of both ſexes. But a repetition of 
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them in this letter had an immediate effect up- : 
on him, in his preſent undetermined ſtate ; and | 
he reſolved to look there for that happinels We 
which he had miſled of hitherto.” "M 
'F 
$90050000000000000024 i 
r 2 


The pleaſures of theatrical ſociety. The ſquire com- 
mencts critic and patron. He acts the part 4 


Ixion, and embraces a cloud inflead of a goddeſs. 


68 1 N purſuance of this reſolution he directly 
became almoſt an inhabitant of the play- = 
houſe. He made acquaintances with all the ü 
players; he attended rehearſals, drank tea in the 
green- room; and in a very little time had all 
_ terms of theatrical criticiſm at his fingers 
ends, 
He now thought himſelf an happy man. 
The mirth and wit of the actors, the freedom Wl: 
and eaſe of the actreſſes, aud the obſequiouſ» Wa 
neſs and flattery of both quite charmed him. 
His table was conſtantly filled with them: ⁵⁶ü 


n 
Me \ 4 
» 1 ® 
r 


while they in return for his hoſpitality con- 
vinced him, that he had overlooked his own 5 
abilities, and was really endowed with the 4 
moſt refined taſte, and exquiſite judgement of 7 
the age. | ; 


« As ſoon as he had made this diſcovery, he 
aſſumed all the conſequence of this new cha» i 
rafter, He retailed the phraſes of criticiſm, 
which he had lately picked up, on all occaſions 


with the moſt deciſive air; ſpoke with con- 
| tempt 
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empt of authors whoſe names he ſcarcely 
knew, and praiſed thoſe of eſtabliſhed reputa- 
tion; but all in general terms, and merely as 
an echo to the town. * 40 
ce It may be thought that this courſe of life 


ale and inſignificant as it was, muſt be more 


armleſs at Jeaſt than that which he had led 


before; but ſtill it was not free from its in 


veniencies alſo. 45 
Buch a ſet of company neceſſarily precluded 
him from that of all perſons whofe converſa- 
tion might have been either an advantage or 
an honour to him; beſides, to ſupport the dig- 


A nity of his character, he was obliged to ſet 
up for a patron of the polite arts, which laid him 


open to the impoſitions of every ignorant pre- 


Wtcnderto them; as he was utterly deſtitute of 


3 3 the leaſt degree of judgment to direct him in 


the diſtribution of the rewards which their 


1 flattery and importunities extorted from his i 


norance and vanity ; ſo that, though he had re- 
trenched molt of his former expences, on his 
entering into his preſent way of life, he found 
but very little advantage from his ceconomy ; 
the cravings of his new dependents proving a9 
eſtectual a drain to his money as all his more 
ſhewy extravagancies had been before. 

But this was only a trifle, in compariſon 
of other con{equences which attended this con- 
nection. Such a fortune as he poſſeſſed was a 
lure to every ſcheming genius, to try their abi- 
lities upon him; the actreſſes, in particular, 
ipread open all their nets, to take him in for a 
ſettlement ; at leaſt, if not even entrap him in 
the marriage nooſe, as he was. a batchelor. 
This was the ſecret reaſon of that officiouſneſs 
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to pleaſe him, which has been obſerved before; 
but his attention was too much taken up with 
the addreſſes paid to his underſtanding, to admit 
his minding thoſe offered to his perſon. 

At length, however, one of the female ad- 
venturers of the ſtage hit upon a plan, in which 
her experience promiſed her ſucceſs. She ſaw Wl 
that vanity glitered through his ſhallow heart, 

and was the ruling principle of all his actions: 
to catch this, therefore, a gilded bait was all that 
was neceſſary. For this purpoſe, ſhe contrived il 
to convey him a letter, glowing with the 
warmeſt profeſſions of love, but lamenting the 
reſtraint which a ſuperior ſtation laid her under 
from making herſelf known, or gratifying the 
paſhon that preyed upon her heart. . 

The receipt of this letter threw him into 1 
the higheſt perplexity; he ran over every 
ſcene of his life, to try if he could, from any a: 
circumſtance, find out who this enamoured 
fair could be; but all in vain. However, his al 
ignorance by no means eaſed him of his anxiety ; nl 
he had too good an opinion of himſelf to doubt 
the truth of what ſhe ſaid; and his darling 
vanity was too ſtrongly flattered by the thought, 
to admit his ſlighting ſuch an honour, could he 
poſſibly diſcover by whom it was done him. = 

The fair one, who ſaw him every day, ſoon Wl 
had an opportunity of obſerving his diſtreſs, Wl 
which was the-ſignal ſhe wanted to convince al 
her that the lure ſhe threw had taken. Accord- 
ingly, in a day or two after ſhe wrote him ano- 

ther letter, in which ſhe appointed him a place 
of meeting, but under the moſt ſolemn adjura- 
tions of ſecrecy and honour, when ſhe availed 
- herſelf ſo well of her theatrical art of varying 
| er 
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her appearance, and perſonating a fictitious 
character, that, with the aſſiſtance of the play- 
houſe cloaths, and a good quantity of paint, ſne 
paſſed upon him for a beautiful young lady of 
mie firſt quality, who had accidentally been 
WS ſmitten with the charms of his perſon. © 
he delicacy and modeſt reſerve” with 
which ſhe revealed her own paſſion, and re- 
ceived his addreſſes, gained ſo complete a con- 
W queſt over his intoxicated heart, that he out- 
WW went her moſt ſanguine expectations, and made 
diſtant propoſals of marriage, at the very firſt 
interview; but theſe the character ſhe acted 
would not permit her to underſtand too readily; 
and his reſpect prevented bis ſpeaking plainer, 
on ſo ſhort an acquaintance. 2 
| „But an accident ſoon removed this diffi- 
= culty, which was equally diſtreſſing to them 
both, though from fo different motives. Going 
80 the play the next evening as uſual, he was 
ſurpriſed to ſee Maria glittering in all the pride 
of dreſs in one of the ſtage boxes; the ſight of 
her put him ſo much off his guard, that, hap- 
pening to catch her eye, he bowed to her di- 
fly in the moſt familiar manner : but what 
was his confuſion, to find, that inſtead of ac- 
knowledging his falute, ſhe turned from him 
with alook of ineffable contempt. 
<« duch an affront, in ſo public a place, could 
not eſcape notice. The eyes of every one were 
immediately fixed upon him, in fo ſignificant a 
manner, that he could not ſtand it; but was 
forced to retire, burſting with reſentment, be- 
hind the ſcenes, where he had the additional : 
mortification to learn, that ſhe was above every 
attack he could make upon her, being lately 
| | C 6. matrie . 
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married to the young nobleman who was fitting 
with her, and was the ſame who had recalled 
her father and her from the place of their ba» 
niſhment. 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe the malignant 
paſſions which tore his heart at this news: his 
love was inſtantly turned to the moſt rancorous 

hatred; and envy prompted him to ruin an hap- 
pineſs which he had not been able to prevent, 

* While he was revolving various ſchemes 
for this purpoſe, his unlucky genius blundered 
upon one, which drew that mortification ten 
thouſand fold upon his own head which he de- 
ſigned for her. He thought that the ſafeſt 
way he could take to humble her pride (for his 
courage was cooled from any attempts which 
might poſſibly endanger his dear perſon) was to 
ſhew her, that he had been as great a gainer as 
ſhe by not being married to her, and to return 
her contempt in kind. 

* Accordingly, at the very next meeting 
his . enamoured fair one indulged him with, 
he propoſed an immediate marriage, which 


he preſſed with ſuch unfeigned ardor, that, 


aiter ſome few ſtruggles between her love for 
him, and her regard to the dignity of her 
rank, ſhe conſented, her fear of being prevented 


by her noble friends and family palliating the 


precipitancy of ſuch a ſtep. 

c The exultations of two perſons, happy 
in the ſucceſs of their deſigns, well ſupplied the 
place of pomp and ceremony at the wedding; 
but what was the bridegroom's aſtoniſhment 
next morning, to find a taded veteran of the 
ſage in his arms, inſtead of a duteheſs in all 
the pride of beauty, rank, and fortune; ſor the 

warmth 
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nch of the night had melted the painted 
loom upon her cheeks, and reſtored her to her 


tural appearance, which day-light d 
| no very favourable light. 
ne ſtarted from her in horror; and as ſoon 
ne had recovered the uſe of ſpeech, which 
Such a ſight for ſome time deprived him of, flew 
Sno the moſt outrageous fury, and ſwore he 
would be * in the 2 
bor ſuch an infamous piece ceit. * 
But his bride was too well acquainted with 
ce world to be terrified at his threats. She aroſe 
with all the expedition, that her delicate regard 
co decency would permit, and throwing herſelf 
at his feet, alledged the violence of her paſſion 
s an excuſc for her ſtratagem ; (and all ſtra- 
gems, ſhe ſaid, were lawful in love) beſought 
his forgiveneſs in the tendereſt terms, and 
vowed the moſt exemplary duty, love, and vir- 
tue for the reſt of her life, promiſing to make 
ample amends for the imaginary diſparity of 
rank; (for his own fortune placed him above 
regard to mercenary conſiderations) by her in- 
—_- ceſlant attention to his pleaſure. 
E „Well as ſhe ated her part, the abuſed huſ- 
band remained inflexible, vowing to purſue her 
with the utmoſt ſeverity; a reſolution which 
the remembrance of his own treatment of 
Maria, now retorted in ſuch a ſignal manner 
on himſelf, enforced with every motive of hatred 
and revenge. 

But his wrath had as little effect upon her 
as her entreaties poſſibly could have upon him. 
She aroſe from his feet with an air of diſdain ; 
and telling him, that if he did not know what 
was dus to the character of his wife, ſhe would 
ſoon 
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ſoon inform him, dreſſed herſelf with the greateſt | 4 


compoſure, and wiſhing him a good morning, 
left him to go to breakfaſt with- what appetite 
he could, 

„ Nor were her threats in vain; ſhe went 
directly to a lawyer, by whoſe advice ſhe: took 
ſuch meaſures as obliged her huſband to com- 
pound matters with-her, and give her ſuch: a 
ſettlement (as he did not chuſe cohabitation) 


as enabled her to pay the debt of gratitude, and k 5 


keep thoſe now who had kept her in former 
days. ? 

& This affair broke off all his theatrical con- 
nections, and left him as much at a loſs what to 


do with himſelf as he had been when he firſt 
entered into them. But the death of his i>ther, 
of which he received the account juſt as ne had 
concluded this tranſaction, freed him from this 
uncertainty, and engaged him in purſuits ofa | 


quite different nature from thoſe he had hi- 
therto followed. | | 
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Mr. SUGARCANE cammences ſtateſman. Signal 


inſtances of miniſterial confidence and fraud. 


A common change. The conduct of a patriot. 


ar E death of his father put Mr. Sugar- 

cane (for he muſt no longer be called 

by the familiar title of ſquire) in poſſeſſion of 

ſuch an immenſe fortune, that he immediately 

conſidered himſelf as one of the pillars of the 

ſtate; and looking on every thing elſe * 
ne 
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neath his dignity and importance, devoted him- 
ſelf entirely to the care of nations. 

« In purſuance of this reſolution, he waited 
direct on the miniſter, and diſplaying his own 
= conſequence in the ſtrongeſt colours, informed 

him of his deſire to become a member of the 
ſenate, and offered him his ſervice. in the moſt 
unlimited terms. Le: 
«© The miniſter, whom long experience had 
taught to read the human heart, immediately 
ſaw what uſe he might make of ſuch an offer, 
from ſo ſanguine a volunteer. Accordingly he 
WE thanked him for the honour of his friendſhip 
in the moſt polite manner, encouraged him in 
60 laudable a deſign, and treated him with ſuch 
a a reſpectful intimacy, as quite won his ſhallow 
— cart. | 
SS < As ſoon therefore as he was fatisfied that 
he had him ſecure, he told him one day, with 

Fan air of the higheſt ſatisfaction, that he now 
had an opportunity of ſhewing him the confi- 
4 dence he had in him, and at the ſame time pro- 
curing him that rank in the ſtate which he de- 
ſerved, by getting him returned for one of his 
boroughs, 

Mr. Sugarcane's joy at this news may eaſily 
be conceived ; he thanked him in the warmeſt 
terms of gratitude for ſo great a favour ; and 
on the miniſter's expreſſing ſome concern for 
the expence which might poſſibly attend an op- 
poſition that was deſigned againſt his intereſt, 
declared the ſtrongeſt contempt for ſuch paultry 
conſiderations, and inſiſted on the honour of 
defraying the whole himſelf. 

** Accordingly he went directly down to the 
borough, where he entered on the complicated 


buſineſs 
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buſineſs of electioneering with ſuch ſpirit, and 
carried it on at ſo profuſe an expence, that his 
opponents were glad to ſubmit to the miniſter's 
terms, Which they had abſolutely rejected be- 
fore, to ayoid the vexation and difgrace of being 
foiled by a ſtratagem. 

It may be thought that his being made a 
property of in ſo notorious a manner, would 
have made him ſee his folly ; but it was no ſuch 
thing. Far from being oftended, he took it as 
an inſtance of the higheſt confidenee in his 
friendſhip, on the miniſter's repreſenting to 
him, that the buſineſs of the ſtate could not have 
been carried on without giving him up for that 
time, and promiſing to make him * amends 
on a more favourable occaſion. 

« Groſs as this impoſition was he blindly ſub- 
mitted to it ſevera] times ſucceſfively, cajoled by WW 
aſſurances of friendfhip and artful hints of having 
his ſervices rewarded in the end by a peerage. 

© He lived thus upon air for ſeveral years, 
ſquandering more in purſuit of a ſhadow than 
the acquiſition of the ſubſtance could ever poſſi- 
bly refund him. At length, however, þis eyes 
were opened; and he ſaw the abuſe he Lad fuf- 
fered in the moſt mortifying light: but inftead 
of being cured of his madneſs, it only gave It 
another turn. He directly commenced patriots 
in the preſent ſenſe of the word, declaiming 
againſt the miniſter and his meaſures, with as 
much vehemence and heat as he had declaimed 
for them before; and laviſhing his fortune as: 
profuſely, in oppoſition to his intereſt, as he had 
formerly done to ſupport it. 

& Evident fs the motives of this change were, 
the giddy tultitude ſuffered themſelves to be 

deceived 
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reſent attempt, it is true, he has a proſpe of 
Wucceſs; but how far this will anſwer his ex- 
pcctation of making him happy, or what uſe 
ec ven he will make of it, the leaſt experience of 
Þ man life ſufficiently ſhews.—But I ſee an un- 
eaſineſs in your looks. If I have ſaid any thing 
rat you do not comprehend, ſpeak your doubt 
ich freedom, and [will reſolve it with pleaſure”, 
This condeſcenſion (anſwered I) O moſt be- 
nevolent ſpirit! is agreeable to the excellence 
of thy nature; and I were unworthy of the fa - 
vour you offer, if Llet a falſe y, a proud 
reluctance to ſhew my innorance; prevent my 
accepting it. It is moſt true, that you have 
{aid ſome things which I cannot underſtand the 
meaning of. You ſay he commenced a patriat, 
in the preſent ſenſe of the word. Can any ward 
be plainer ? Or what ſenſe but the obvious na» 
tural one can it be taken in ?” 

* Your inexperienee, in the ways of the world, 
(replied he with a fmile) leads you into this 
difficulty. Your notions are all merely ſpecu- 
lative, formed on reflection and not on obſer- 
vation. You conſider things as they ought to 
be, ſuppoſing man to act upon the principles of 
reaſon, not as they are, under fo contrary a di- 


rection; and this miſtake of the merely-learned, 
. 43 
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is the cauſe of the very little ſervice which thei al 
works do in the world. ' + +: 
« A patriot, in the original and proper 
meaning of the word, is the nobleRt title which 
can be given to man; and includes every virtue, 
moral, focial, and civil. But fo entirely is the 
uſe of words changed with the courſe of things, 
that ſtripped of every idea which can deſerve 
reſpect, it implies only a factious oppoſer of 
the meaſures of the court, who pretends a re. 
pard to the public welfare, to gain the conf. Wl 
dence of the people, and make himfelf of ſuff. Wn: 
cient conſequence to be admitted to a ſhare of li 
the ſpoil which he declaims againſt. (You 
are to obſerve that I ſpeak in the general. 
That there are ſometimes men who really de- 
ſerve the title in its moſt exalted ſenſe, and 
poſſeſs every virtue which they make profeſſion 
of, 1 will not deny; but they are too few to 
place in oppoſition to the multitude ; and the 
exception only proves the rule.) You heard al 
with what vehemence Mr. Sugarcane harangued Wl 
againſt the miniſter, accuſing him of betraying 
the intereſts, and over-turning the conſtitution Wl 
of his country, and founding his own preten- Wl 
ſions to merit with the public on the effectua Wl 
means he deſigned to make uſe of, to defeat 
ſuch pernicious deſigns. "Theſe profeflions you Wl 
| fee have been ſucceſsful ; how far they were al 
ſincere, there is a ſcene juſt opening which wil: 
inform you.” 1 


that 


The crowd by this time was diſperſed, ſatis- ll 
fied with what they had got, or expecting no Wl 
more then; and the candidate was retired. to 
enjoy his ſucceſs with a few ſelect friends. But 4 
ſcarce was he ſeated, when he received word, Wl 
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4 vat a ſtrange gentleman wanted to ſpeak with 
per im in private that moment. 
_— Mr. Sugarcane imagined that it was one of 


ois opponents, who was coming over to him, 
nd wanted to make terms; and therefore gave 
irections to have him ſhewn into his cloſet, whi- 
cr he ſoon followed him; but what was his ſur- 
prize to ſee that it was a friend of the miniſter's, 
whom he well knew to be in the greateſt confi- 
dence with him. 
As ſoon as the common compliments of 
—_ civility were paid, © You wonder probably, 
sir, (aid the ſtranger) at this viſit from me, 
but the motive of it will excuſe the abruptneſs. 
l come to propoſe an accommodation between 
you and the miniſter. The neceſſity of affairs 
Wobliged him to treat you with an appearance of 
Wunkindneſs; but that is now over, and he is 
—_ willing to make you amends,” | 
=_ *+ Amends, Sir! (anſwered Mr. Sugarcane, 
with an haughty air) I do not underſtand you. 
I have diſcovered the iniquity, the danger of 
the miniſter's deſigns, and am determined to de- 
feat them. I ſcorn any accommodation with 


1 the enemy of my country.“ 
g «© This way of talking, Sir, (interrupted the 


| other) may do very well amongſt a crowd of 
drunken voters, but to me it is nonſenſe. If 


you will deſerve the minifter's friendſhip, it 
is offered to you; if not, he is not afraid of you. 
He is ſufficiently acquainted with the practices 
by which you have carried your point here; 
and you know what an appearance they will 
have before the committee upon a petition.” 
The mention of a petition threw Mr. Sugar- 
cane into evident confuſion, as he was conſcious 
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of the illegality of his proceedings. This the 
gentleman inſtantly obſerved, and reſolving to 
take the advantage of it, My meſlage, Sir, 
(ſaid he in a peremptory tone) requires not a 
moment's cenſideration. In a word, will 

or will you not, be the miniſter's friend? This 
is the laſt time you will be aſked.” 

„On what terms? (anſwered Mr. Sugar- 
cane faultering, and even bluſhing at his own 
baſeneſs)” „On the terms you have fo often 
propoſed, (replied the ftranger)” © How Sir! 
I propoſe terms to the miniſter !” (interrupted 
Sugarcane with an air of ſurprize and diſdain) I 
do not underſtand you, Sir. I would have you 
to know, Sir” — “ Look you, Sir, (ſaid the 
ſtranger dryly) this way of talking ſignifies no- 
thing, as4 obſerved to you before; nor have I 
much time to ſtay. You have ſolicited, fre- 


quently and earneſtly ſolicited for a particular 


place: pray, Sir, what was this, but implicitly 
offering your ſervice to the miniſter, if he 
would give you that plzce? Now, Sir, that 
very place is vacant, and at your ſervice, pro» 
vided you will write the miniſter word, ex- 
preſsly and poſitively, to prevent miſtakes, that 
you will ſupport his intereſt, in every thing re- 
quired of you, without reſerve: and I would 
recommend it to you to conſider, whether you 
are like to get ſo much by oppoſing him. In 
the mean time, to ſecure your intereſt with 
your electors, he conſents that you ſhall abuſe 

him as much and as groſsly as you pleaſe.” 
Mr. Sugarcane ſeemed to heſitate for a few 
moments, and then reaching his hand to the 
gentleman, ©* Give my compliments to our 
friend, (ſaid he) and tell him he may depend 
upon 
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upon me. I never was his enemy, farther than 
my intereſt required, and now he has gained 
that to his fide, he has gained me alſo.” 

He then ſat down to write the letter required 
of him, to prevent his forgetting that he had 
made terms ; as ſoon as he had finiſhed which 
the ſtranger departed, to avoid ſuſpicion, ana 


Mr. Sugarcane returned to his company, "where 


he profeſſed patriotiſm, and railed at the mini- 
ſter with greater rage and vehemence than ever. 


cd dee by dg 
CHAF.'N 


The hiftery B. 2 a cobler, who would correct the 
times. The beſt way to win the hearts of the 
mob, He over-atts his part, and is turned out 
as a wrangler. | 


g® glaring a repreſentation of human folly 
overwhelmed me with confuſion. I was 
aſhamed of participating, in a common nature, 
with ſuch monſters of abſurdity, and turned 
away diſguſted from the odiouſly ridiculous 
ſcene, ; 

The Spirit read the ſentiments of my heart, 
and ſmiling with ineffable contempt, reſumed 
his diſcourſe in theſe words : 

* Your vanity is offended at this ſtory, as if 
it reflected any diſgrace upon yourſelf. This 
1s another inſtance of the folly of man, to think 
his conſequence ſo extenſive, as to be affected 
by any thing not immediately levelled at him, 
Careleſs of deſerving praiſe himſelf, his pride 
is piqued at the reproof offered to others ; 


but 


No man was ever hurted at hearing a fault re- 


pride the effect of ſhame. I felt the force of 


„% GHEAKBVERTE. 
but in this he only betrays his own infirmities, 


proved of which he was not guilty himſelf, 
The conſcious heart is eaſily alarmed. His too 
ready ſenſibility takes the imputation that was 
never meant, and turns general ſatire into par- 
ticular reproach. ky 

As for me, think not that I take pleaſure in 


painting things worſe than they really are. If 1 
the picture is diſagreeable, the fault is in the 
original; I copy nature, and am equally above Wl 
flattery and abuſe. You muſt therefore drop 


this review, if you are diſſatisfied with truth in 
its genuine colours.” 

Have compaſſion, gracious Spirit, (an- 
ſwered I, with a moſt reſpectful obeiſance) 
on the weakneſs of my nature, nor impute to 


that ridicule, to which you held up ſuch egre- 
gious fofies, and hope to receive this advantage 
from it, that I ſhall never fall into the like 
myſelf. Continue therefore the inſtructive pic- 
ture, and your ſervant ſhall join in the honeſt 
laugh you raiſe, even though it be againſt 
himſelf.” | 

'The humility and candour of this declara- 
tion removed the Spirit's diſpleaſure, and he 
proceeded, ** Nothing ſhews folly in a mare Wl 
contemptible light, (ſaid he) than its being re- 
peatedly duped by the ſame deceit. Of all the 
pretences which have impoſed upon the credu- ll 
lity of mankind, this of patriotiſm has been 
ofteneſt uſed. The reaſon is evident; the 
whole ſyſtem of human politics is ſuch a med- Wi 
ley of folly and corruption, even under the 
wiſeſt adminiſtrations, that if a ſuperior pow 
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id not conſtantly interpoſe, to diſappoint the 
cc pct deſigns of man, and obyiate the effects 
e his wiſdom, the very face of nature would 
e changed, and all her works overwhelmed 
confuſion and ruin. Reg TH 
WE << Obſervation of this uninterrupted {tries of 
rrors. and misfortunes, without attention to 
e ſource of them, gives weight to the clay 
nours of every ſelf- elected reformer, againſt 
hoſe in power, and makes the giddy multitude 
iſten to his ſpecious promiſes of redreſs, as 
z drowning perſon catches even at a ſtraw 4 


heir conſtant diſappointments not in the lea 


Nor is affectation of reforming confined to 
he higher ranks of life, where affluence, may 

em to give a title to idleneſs, and flatter am- 
ition with a proſpect of ſucceſs. The meaneſt 
Wmechanic will undertake to mend the ſtate ; 
and if he can but harangue with noiſe and vi- 
rulence, will find fools of all denominations to 
liſten to what he ſays. | 

An inſtance of this may be worth attending 
to; and yonder little village, at this very time, 
| affords one of a moſt ſtriking nature. Obſerve 
that man, fitting in all the mimic pomp of ſtate, 
and haranguing to the gaping croud around 
him, with all the affected agitation and vebhe- 
mence of voice and geſture of a ranting player, 
tearing a paſſion to pieces on the ſtage. Liſten 
to him but a moment, and you will find him 
utterrly ignorant of every rule of ſpeech, as 
well as every principle of reaſoning, conti- 
nually committing blunders in each beneath a 
man of ſenſe to utter, and which none but per- 
ſons under the ſtrongeſt degree of intoxication 


could 


3 their credulity. = 
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could hearken to, without diſguſt and contempt 
Yet by theſe very harangues, frothy, extraya. 
gant, and blundering as they are, has he ariſen 
to the ſtate of conſequence in which you noy 
behold him. | | 
c He was bred a cobler, and worked at hi 
trade for ſome years in that very village with 
tolerable credit : but nature having unluckily 
given him ſome vivacity of parts, without any 
prudence to direct them, he ſoon grew weary 
of working, and ſpent all his time in railing at 
the pariſh-officers, and accuſing them of num- 
berleſs abuſes in the performance of their feye- 
ral duties. 
* "This naturally drew a crowd every mar- 
ket-day about his ſtall, to whom he ſet forth 
the public grievances in fo pathetic a manner, 
and with ſuch ſtrong intimations of his own 
integrity and ability to redreſs them, if they 
would put the power in his hands, that they 
promiſed to. chuſe him churchwarden at the 
next veſtry. 18 
&« Tntoxicated with this ſucceſs, he imme- 
diately enlarged his plan, and ventured to at- 
tack the ſteward of the manor, for having (as 
he alledged) encroached upon the common, 
and extorted exorbitant fees in the courſe of 
his office. Nor did he ſhew greater reſpect to 
the lord himſelf, but had the aſſurance to charge 
him directly with countenancing his ſteward's 
oppreſſions, and deſigning to deſtroy the court- 
rolis and turn all the tenants out of their 
farms ; and for fear theſe charges ſhould be re- 
futed, he involved in them every one in the 
pariſh who had any opportunity of knowing 
a the truth; and to invalidate their teſtimony, 


and 
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and deprive them of all reſpect, branded them 
and their families with the moſt atrocious crimes, , 
publiſhing every private calumny that malice | 
had ever invented, and raking up the aſhes of 
the dead for ſcandal and defamation. 

&« Such a conduct ſoon won the hearts of 
the mob, as it pulled down thoſe above them to 
their own level. Accordingly he became their 
Ws idol to ſuch a degree, that they implicitly be- 
WF licved every word be ſaid, and reſolved uhani- 
mouſly to ſupport him at the approaching veſtry. 

&« But he had over-acted his part, and in the 
warmth of his paſſion provoked the better part 
of the pariſhioners ſo much, by his perſonal re- 
flections and abuſe, that before he could be 
elected, he was preſented in the court-leet as 
a common diſturber, and condemned to be ſet 
in the ſtocks for a public example. a 

&« Though in the heat of his patriotiſm he 
had often braved danger, and boaſted that he 
would bear any perſecution, rather than deſert 
his friends, in ſuch a glorious cauſe ; when it 
came to the teſt, his reſolution failed him, and 
he manfully ran away to the county-town, LE 
where, as he was out of the power of his perſe- "2 
cutors, whoſe ſubordinate juriſdiction was con- 
fined to their own pariſh, and could not reach 
him there, he gallantly bade them defiance, and 
renewed his abuſe, railing at- them with all the 
rancour of impotent reſentment. 
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CHAP. XI. 


He riſes in life, but cannot leave off his old tricks, 
A repulſe overturns his patriotiſm, which is again 
renewed by another. The great advantage of a 
certain quality, generally decried, but as generally 
practi ſad. / | 


6c A he had nothing to ſupport him but 

what he earned by his trade, which he 
had alſo greatly neglected ever ſince he had 
turned reformer, to the no ſmall embarraſſment 
of his private affairs, he had reaſon to ap- 
prehend all the miſeries of want, on his remo- 
val into a ſtrange place. 

« But his friends relieved him from his fears, 
and generouſly ſubſcribed their ſhillings a- piece 
to buy him a new ſuit of cloaths, and ſet him 
up in a ſhoe-maker's ſhop; for he was above 
cobling any longer, and hid been made free of 
the gentle craft for a pot of beer, and a fine 
ſpeech or two, in one of the little corporation- 
towns he paſſed through in his travels. | 

«« The racket that had been made about him 
drew ſo many cuſtomers to his ſhop, that he 
was in a fair way of earning honeſt bread, if 
he could haye kept himſelf quiet, and applied 
diligently to his work; but the itch of reform- 
ing had taken ſuch faſt hold of him, that he 
could not help meddling with other people's 
concerns, every where he went. | 


« Accordingly 
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« Accordingly in ſome little time after, he 
was ſettled in the county-town, he took an op- 
portunity one day, when the principal inhabi- 
tants were met together at a charity-feaſt, to 
preſent them with a full account of all the 
great things he had promiſed and propoſed do- 
ing in his own pariſh, had he not unluckily xx 
been driven out of it, which he had got an 
attorney's clerk to write out fair for him, in a 
fair hand, and on gilt paper, and kindly offer- 
ed his ſervice in the ſame manner to them. 
„ But they had heard his character before, 
and judging that they could get nothing but 
trouble by admitting ſuch a wrangler among 
= them, prudently declined his offer, and return- 
—_ cd him his paper. Ed. 
Mit muſt be imagined that ſuch an indignity 
provoked his wrath to the higheſt degree ; but 
he thought proper to ſuppreſs it, in a great 
meaſure, for fear of diſobliging ſome of his 
cuſtomers ; and fo only expoſtulated mildly with 
them, inſtead of flying out into ſcurrility and 
abuſe, as he had done on the former occaſion. 
This rebuff damped the ardour of his pub- 
lic ſpirit fo far, that there happening to. be a 
klau: uit at that time between that town and the 
next, about the bounds of their ſeveral com- 
| mons on a barren heath, and all the inhabitants 
not agreeing in their opinions of the town= 
clerk's manner of carrying it on, and applying 
the revenu:s of the corporation, as is always 
the caſe, in ſuch affairs, he reſolved to change 
tides, as all great men have done, and offer 
him that aſſiſtance which the others had be- 
fore reſuſed to take, againſt him. | 


Da « To 
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„To this purpoſe he drew up a pompous 
_ epiſtle, which he got the ſchoolmaſter of the 
town to write out fair, and correct the ſpelling 
of; and putting on his Sunday coat, went to 
deliver it himſelf, as the ſureſt meſſenger: but 
the town-clerk not being at home, he was 
forced to leave it with his maid, ſaying he 
would call next morning for an anſwer. ', . 

„He went accordingly in the higheſt ex- 
pectation; but you may judge what was his 
difappointment, when he was told, that it was 
impoſſible for him to ſee his worſhip, his ſhoes 
being juſt then carried to the cobler's to be 
mended, ſo that he could not come down ſtairs 
to him. | | 

« A wiſe man is never dejected at a diſap- 
pointment, and often turns a misfortune to his ad- 
vantage in the end. Our hero thought this an ex- 
cellent opportunity for getting his worſhip's cuſ- 
tom in the way of his trade; from which he pro- 
miſed himſelf more ſolid advantage, than any 
he could expect from his firſt ſcheme. As ſoon 
as he received this account' therefore, he went 
directly home, and prepared another epiſtle, in 
which he informed his worſhip, that hearing he 
had had the misfortune the day before to have 
one of his ſhoes rip, he thought it his duty to 
inform him, that he had diſcovered a method 
of mending ſhoes, that effectually ſecured them 
from ſuch accidents ever after, which he was 
ready to practiſe upon his worſhip's, or even to 
communicate to his cobler, whenever he pleaſed 
to conſult with him upon the affair. And as a 
proof of the excellence of this invention, he 
farther told him, that he had tried it with great 
ſucceſs upon his own ſhoes, which had been 
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made of ſuch bad ſtuff originally, that they 
were burſting out every moment; ſo that he 
was generally confined two days in the week, 
patching them up, before he had the good for- 
tune to make this diſcovery; ſince which they 
ſtood ſo well, that he did not fear but they 
would laſt out their time with ſatisfaction: 
and laſtly, to enhance the value of this offer, 
he added in a poſtſcript, that he was the cobler 
who had been driven out of ſuch a village, by 
the malice of a parcel of ſcoundrels, and now 
kept a ſhoemaker's ſhop in that town, where 
he did not doubt but his talent of ſpeaking would 
be as ſerviceable to his worſhip, by bringing 
over the mob to his fide, as it had been terrible 
to the others. 2 

„This letter alſo he carried himſelf, as he 
had done the former; and to encourage the; 
maid to deliver it carefully to her maſter, gave 
her a pinch of ſnuff out of his own box, telling 
her, as before, that he would call again for an 
anſwer. 647 „ r 

** But cunningly as this ſcheme was laid, the 
ſucceſs fell quite ſhort of his expectation z for 
the next time he called, the maid- returned him 
both his letters, telling him that her maſter 
thanked him for his kind offers, but had no oc 
caſion for them at that time; and was beſide o 
very buſy juſt then, that he could not haue the 
pleaſure of taking a cup of ale with him, but 
ihould be glad of his company ſome other day. 

It is impoſſible to expreſs the rage into 
which this affronting repulſe threw him. He 
returned ditectly to his former principles of pa- 
triotiſm, and railed at the town-clerk with as 
much virulence as the moſt intereſted of his: 
enemies, „Though 


many miſcarriages he met with. It muſt be 


| abuſe of the reſt of the craft, for a proof of 
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Though modeſty is a virtue praiſed by 
every body, the quality directly oppoſite to it is 
much oftener ſucceſsful in the world. This 
was exactly the caſe with this perſon. There 
was nothing, however deſperate, in the way of 
his trade, that he would not undertake, and 
promif- to perform with the greateſt confidence, 
not in the leaft diſcouraged or. abaſhed by the 


acknowledged, at the fame time, that by thus 
er undertaking every thing, he 
ſometimes happened to cobble up a breach, 
which much abler hands would never have at- 
tempted. 

e But this was far from proving his having any 
real merit, any ſuperior {kill in his trade, or 
recommending him to the cuſtom of perſons of 
prudence and conſideration ;z as among ſuch a 
number of attempts, it was next to impoſſible 
but ſome ſhould ſucceed. However, he plumed 
himſelf upon every accidental inſtance of ſuc- 
ceſs, as if he was the only one who underſtood 
any thing of his buſineſs ; and he was 
no better than an interloper, as one may ſay, 
himſelf, and had never ſerved a regular appren- 
ticeſhip to the trade, he treated all his brethren 
with the utmeſt contempt and abuſe, calling 
them ignorant pretenders, and blundering fools, 
who knew nothing of the buſineſs they pro- 
ſeſſed. 

& Though this conduct naturally diſguſted 
every perſon of ſenſe, the unthinking ſhallow 
crowd was pleaſed with it; and taking his 


his own tuperior ſkill, fo many of them ht 


their ſhoes to his ſhop to be mended, that he 
made 


F 
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made a ſhift to live tolerably well ; which was 
more than he could have expected, had he mo- 
deftly waited to be recommended by his merit, 
and not proclaimed his own praiſes in this 
manner.” 


ere ob yoke HoohorortogtochocFochoctoeFbe hoty ho fy 
CH xp ama 


Luck is all. He returns home, and triumphs over 
his enemies. Great diſcoveries in philoſophy. 
His ſtory concluded, and himſelf left in a fog. 


« F T is an old obſervation, that one lucky 

hit, no matter how accidental or impro- 
bable, oftener makes a man's fortune, than the 
beſt concerted ſcheme or greateſt merit. Of 
this the hero of our tale had the happineſs to 
be a moſt fignal inſtance. | 

« One of the principal gentlemen of his 
own village happening to tear his ſhoe quite 
acroſs one day when he was a great way from 
home, ſent for ſeveral of the moit eminent cob- 
lers and ſhoe-makers of the place to try to 
have it mended, but after many unſucceſsful at- 
tempts, they all pronounced it beyond the reach 
of their art, to make it ever do again. 

As it was quite a new ſhoe, this gave the 
gentleman a good deal of vexation, and coming 
to the town where this perſon lived in his way 
home, he was prevailed upon to app to him. 
Though his former knowledge of him gave him 
but a mean opinion of his ſkill, as the caſe was 
deſperate he thought is no great matter to t 
waat he could do; accordingly he ſent for him, 
D 4 whe 


tion, undertook to {et it to rights; which he had 
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who no ſooner ſaw the ſhoe, and beads in 
what manner the others had attempted to mend 
it, than he at once pronounced them botchers 
in his uſual ſtile, and, without the leaſt heſita- 


the good luck to do fo effeQually, that the gen- 
tleman not only gave him half a crown for his 
trouble (which by the by, many thought to be 
more than the ſhoe was worth the firſt day) but 
alſo recommended him to all þis acquaintances, 
ſo that ke had as much buſineſs as he could poſ- 
ſibly do. 
Could he have been contented, he was now 

in a fair way of doing very well; but the old 
Jord of the manor where he had formerly lived 
happening to die, he prevailed upon this gen- 
tleman to ufe his intereſt with the heir to have 
the preſentment of the court-leet withdrawn, 
and on obtaining his requeſt left the buſineſs of 
his ſhop, and went back ta his old trade of 
harranguing the mob, which he did ſo ſucceſs- 
fully, that at the next veſtry they tore down the 
gentry by their numbers, and choſe him church- 
warden, in ſpight of all oppoſition. 
In this ſituation you behold him at preſent, 
boaſting to his infatuated followers what great 
things he deſigns to do, for the go d of the pa- 
riſh. But all this eaſe and confidence in his 
words and looks are nothing but affectation and 
grimace. He is ſerfible, now his having ob- 
tained the immediate object of his ambition has 
given him time to think, that he has climbed to 
the higheſl pinnacle of his popularity, from 
whence he muſt inevitably ſoon fall; as it is 
abſolutely out of bis power to perform the leaſt 
part of his fine promiſes to his deluded party 
who 
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who will therefore. hate and deſpiſe him as.ye- 
hemently as they admired him before, the mo- 
ment they find their diſappointment, _ 4 
Much as a conſcious apprehenſion of this 
allays the pleaſure of his preſent ſucceſs, there is 
another reflection which comes nearer: to his 
heart, and fills him with fears of a {till ſeverer 
nature. - A Irs 77 b 's nome 

« Though the buſineſs of his ſhop, after 
that lucky accident of ſetting the gentleman's 
ſhoe to rights, was much more profitable to hi 
than he had any reaſon to have expected, the 
natural reſtleſſneſs, and vanity of his temper 
prevented his making the proper advantage of 
his good fortune, and providing for a reverſe, 
by prudent œconomy: fo that all the horrors 
of want already began to ſtare him in the face, 
as he can never expect the ſame ſucceſs where 
he is at preſent, the better ſort of people having, 
moſt of them taking juſt offence at the inſolence 
of his preſent behaviour, as well as his former 
abuſe, and having beſide no opinion of his (Kill 
in his trade, and his own party being too poor 
to afford him any profit by their cuſtom. 

« Nor is this all. Provoked at the ſelf- ſuffi- 
ciency. and arrogance with which he aitects o 
look down upon all his brethren of the alt. 
the worſhipful company in the village where he 
now lives have unanimouſly entered into a re- 
ſolution never to conſult with him, on any of 
the affairs of their buſineſs, ſuch as fixing the . 
pric2 of leather and hog's briſtles, and many 
other things of equal importance, without he 
will ſubmit to be examined in the terms of their 
myitery, which would not be likely to prove 
much to his credit, as he never ſerved *an_ap- 
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prenticeſhip to the buſineſs to learn them as they 
did ; fo that he will be left to trade entirely 
upon his own judgment, which, beſide the ha- 
zard and diſcredit of it, will alſo loſe him m 

2 good job, as there are ſeveral people ſo fo 
of acting with due deliberation, that they will 
not have a crack in an old ſhoe cobled without 
| ſummoning half a dozen of the moſt eminent 
of the craft, to conſult upon the matter. 

« His freedom of the trade in general they 
do not deny, but, by a bye law of their own 
corporation, they have this power of refuſing 
to confer with him, which they are determined 
to exert. 

« Tt may be thought that their acting in this 
manner betrays a prejudice beneath ſuch a 
grave and reputable ſociety ; but the truth is, 
they have abundant reaſon to juſtify their pro- 
ceedings. 

« To gain a reputation on his firſt ſetting 
up the ſhoe-making trade, he had ventured 
hap-hazard to aſſert many things which were 
contrary to the common practice of his bre- 
thren, and reflected great diſhonour on them, 
for having followed ſuch abſurd opinions fo 
long. 

& The principal of thoſe, and that which he 
laid the greateſt ſtreſs upon, was a new diſco- 
very he pretended to have made of the cauſe of 
ſeme ; water's tanning aſſes-hides bet- 
ter t others. The fact had long been 
known to the whole craft, who managed their 
buſineſs accordingly, and ſent their wares to 
thoſe places, ſatisfied with the effect, without 
giving themſelves the trouble of enquiring into 
the caule. »h 
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ce But he looked upon this as beneath his ſa” 

ity. He wrote a book, in which he demon” 
rated by many learned arguments and curious 
experiments, that water was water and not fire 3 
and to give the greater weight to this important 
diſcovery, he made a parade of going to all the 
tanners yards about the country,. where he 
raked in the mud and filth of the common 
ſhores, till he was almoſt ſuffocated by the 
ſtench ; and then proved to the entire ſatisfac- 
tion of the ignorant croud that ſtood gaping at 
him, that the ſcum which fluck to the ſides of the 
ſhores was no longer floating in the water, and 
branded all his brethren of the craft with his 
tamiliar titles of fools and blockbeads, for not 
having found out this important ſecret before. 

« Such an opinion was beneath an anſwer. 
But thouzh his brethren did not think it 
worth their while to enter into a diſpute 
about nothing with one who gave poſitive 
atlertions for proofs, and anſwered rational 
arguments with perſonal refleQions, they re- 
ſolved to take the firſt fair opportunity of hum- 
bling his pride, and ſhewing the world their 
contempt of him, which they have now done 
in a manner that he will not eaſily get over. 
| * You now ſee what a poor proſpect he has 
of buſineſs in his trade, ſufficient to ſupport him 
in the ſtate he aſſumes ; but this is not his only 
diſtreſfs. The commen motive ef patriotiſm is 
the price for which a man can fell himſelf and 
bis party, to the lord, or ſteward of the manor, 
whom he was raiſed on purpoſe to oppoſe. 
This price is always in proportion to the oppo- 
ſition, waich it is in the patriot's power to 


give. 
6 — 
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<« But unluckily for this perſon, his whole 
conſequence depends upon the actual exertion 
of that oppoſition, and muſt inevitably ceaſe 
the moment he attempts to drop-it. This the 
ſteward knows as well as himſelf ; fo that his 
hopes from that quarter are effeQually cut off, 
ſhould his poverty prompt him to make the baſe 


CHAT. ANL 


in add way of expreſfing favour or diſi te. The 
tiftery of THE | Copier matched by that of A 
CRIER. 


SHOULD imagine (ſaid I, perceiving 
that my guide had nniſhed his account of 
the cobler) that he has fomething to fear more 
immediately than want, which in a great mea- 
lure cbviates the danger of that. 
« You fay his deluded party will deſpiſe him, 
Will they not do more? Will they not be pro- 
roxed by ſuch ons zbuſe, to take perſonal 
revenge? To pull down his houſe over his head, 
and bury him in the ruins ? or tear him limb 
m limb, Tac fitſt time they catch him in the 
ſrreets ? the mob is capable of any outraze, 
and here they have an appearazce ot reaſon ts 
Jultify vehatever ther do. 
I think dis caie is really deſperate, and that 
nly hape he can have of eicap ing is to fly 
more to the county ton, and follow hes 
trade. His ambiyon mut de pretty well cooled 
ty this dme, and therefore be will be able 
2pply 


THE REVERTE. 6r 


apply diligently to his work, and may poſſibly 
earn an honeſt and comfortable livelihood.” - :- 
« To unexperienced reaſon (anſwered the 
ſpirit) your remark appears juſt. - But better 
knowledge of the ways of man ſhews that ſuch 
fear is quite unneceſſary. Did the people ex- 
pres their reſentment in the manner you men- 
tion, it is moſt certain that they would not be 
{9 often abuſed as they are by pretended patri- 
s. An example or two of the kind would 
ettectually put a ftop to that trade, how lucra- 
tive ſoever it is, which would be a real advan- 
tage to the community in general. But the re- 
medy might be attended with conſequences more 
dangerous than the diſeaſe. Would the mob, 
if once permitted to take the power thus into 
their ewn hands, never riſe but on ſuch occaſi- 
ons ? would they lay it down when their end 
is anſwered, and go no farther ? would not the 
deſt members of the ſtate be involved in the 
ame danger, on every miicarriage in their mea- 


fares, though impoſiDle to have been prevented 


73::ts. It knows no mean, and therefore mult 
ra: be truſted with power. 

But 25 to theſe people, they have been ſo 
den la poſed upon in this manner before, that 
e is decome familiar to them, and they 
t even feel it after the irit moment, 
22 den doo their reſentment will fpend ittelf in 
122774 itz and iq ect ix es, levelled oſtener againſt 
{2417s in tac perfon's private character, than his 
STU Of them. 
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& Indeed nothing can be more ridiculow 
than the manner in which they expreſs their 
** on 5 While a man 
Fs Tr favourite, are continually getting 
drunk 5 drinking his health, wwhen he is out 

with them they get drunk with drank- 
ing his confuſion ; a bumper toaſt in either caſe 
being the higheſt, and often the only mark of 
their approbation or diſlike. 

«© Nay fo far are they from harbouring a dan- 

rous reſentment, even for the groſſeſt ill- uſage 
of this kind, that, if the party has procured 
money enough to give them plenty of drink 
by the very ſale of themſelves, they forget all 
that has happened, and flock to him, with as 
much pleaſure as if he were their greateſt bene- 
factor. 

4 Strange as this conduct may appear, every 
day's experience furniſhes inſtances of it ; but 
of the many which mark the character of the 
preſent age, the moſt glaring is that of the 
perſon whom you ſee in yonder cloſet, ſpurning 
the enſigns of grandeur from him, with an 
air of dillatisfaction, that ſhews their inſuffici- 
ency to procure their owner happineſs. His 
whole life is fo ſtrong a ſatire on this particular 


folly of patriotiſm, that a ſhort view of it can 


not be improper. 

«« He was born in this manor, where his an- 
ceſtors, who were but peaſants, acquired fo con- 
ſiderable a property by their honeſt induſtry, as 
enabled them to make a better appearance than 
many of the gentry. | 

«© When he came into poſſeſſion of his ſor- 
tune, he lived in fo hoſpitable and genteel a 


manner, that he was greatly liked by his neigh- 
bours 
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bours of all ranks, who never ſuſpected that his 
generoſity was ultimately fubſervient to the moſt 
enterprizing ambition; but a 1 event ſecured 
his hopes before they diſcovered, and could 
take any meaſures to defeat them. 

« There happened to be at that time a 
bond- fellow in the next county, — 
a claim to the lord of this manor's whole eſtate, 
which he talked of going to law to recover, as 
ſoon as he could raife money to ſupport the ſuit, 
for he was himſelf very poor, and lived upon 
the charity of one or two great folks, who 
maintained him rather to plague the lord, than 
from any perſonal regard to himſelf, or opinion 


of the juſtice of his claim. 


Ihe lord was convinced of his own right, 
and very well able to ſupport it. However, to 
prevent trouble, he gave notice to all his te- 
nants not to give his adverfary any affiſtance on 
pain of forfeiting their leaſes, in which there 
was a clauſe expreſly to that purpoſe. 

« But this did not hinder ſome deſperate fel- 
lows, who had ran out their fortunes in whoring 
and gaming, or were upon their keeping for 
deer-ſtealing, and ſuch illegal practices, from 
Joining with him underhand, in hopes that if 
he ſhould recover the eſtate, he might be eaſily 
prevailed upon, in return for their ſervices, not 
only to forgive their offences, but alſo to rein- 
ſtate them in their farms, or grant them Jeaſes 
of thoſe which belonged to the friends of his 
opponent. | 

* Such a combination naturally alarmed all 
thoſe who were in the intereſt of the preſent - 
lord, eſpecially as it was headed by a very bold- 
ſpirited turbulent fellow, one of the principal 

gentry 


— 
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gentry of the pariſh, who had juſt before ran 
away with the wife of one of his neighbours; 
and therefore, though he bullied the huſband in- 


to compliance, could not expect to live in qui- 
et under a landlord who was remarkably ſtrict 


in the execution of the laws. | 4 

This was a fair opportunity for one of ſuch 
an enterprizing ſpirit as this perſon before us, to 
ingratiate himſelf effectually with the lord of 
the manor. Nor did he fail to improve it; for 
putting himſelf at the head of his family, and 
all thoſe whom his hoſpitality had attached to 
him, he drove that gentleman, great a bully as 
he was, quite out of the pariſh. . 

So ſignal a piece of ſervice did not remain 
long unrewarded. The CRIER of the court-leet 
happening to die juſt then, he was unanimouſly 
choſen into his place the next court-day; and 
the lord thought him ſo firm in his intereſt, that 
he not only approved of his tenant's choice, 
but alſo made him CLERK of his own kitchen the 
very next Vacancy. | 

In this ſituation of crier he conducted himſelf 


vy ich ſuch addreſs, that he was able to put onlythoſe 


he pleaſed on the grand- jury, and by that means 
frequently to oppoſe the ſteward himſelf in 
things which he knew to be diſagreeable to the 


pariſh: at the ſame time managing matters ſo 


artfully, that he never abſolutely broke with him, 
nor gave him reaſon ſufficient to juſtify his 
turning him out of his clerkſhip; having al- 
ways ſome plautible excuſe to palliate what he 
did, and profeſfing the higheſt fidelity and at- 
tachment to the lord's ſervice, which he took 
every occaſion of promoting, that he thought 
would not injure him, in the opinion of the 
people. 5 „ The 
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„The popularity and power which he ac 
quired by this conduct was far from being 
agreeable to many of his ay 3 aha particu- 
larly of the better ſort, who did not like to ſce 
a man whom they looked upon as their inferior 
riſe over their heads in ſuch a manner, that they 
were become no better than mere cyphers in the 
pariſh, not being able to make a petty conſta- 
ble, or get a preſentment for mending a road, or 
even making a ſtile, without being obliged 
to cringe to him for his conſent. 


09000 2SS0S09S9S000000. 
CHAP. XIV. 


Set one knave to catch another. An inſtance of ma- 
deration as much out of courſe as in character. 
| The parſon ſwallows a ſugar-plumb, and does 
what he is bid like a good child. | yy 


60 A T length one of the gentry, 2 cunnin 
old fellow, who knew the world 

all its ways well, reſolved to try if he could not 
ſupplant him in the favour. of the people, by 
making him appear a favourite of the lord's ; 
aiter which he knew it would not be difficult to 
do his buſineſs with. him alſo, who was already 
tar from being well pleaſed with bis conduc. 
** Accordingly he employed emiſſaties to in- 
ſinuate to the pariſhioners, when their heads 
were hot with liquor at fares and wakes, that 
it was imprudent in them, to put themſelves ſo 
much in the power of a perſon who held fo 
profitable a place under the lord of the manor 
as 
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as clerk of the kitchen, as he would not fail 
to give up their intereſt, on any great occa- 
fion, for fear of being turned out of his employ- 
ment, 

& Theſe infinuations ſoon came to the crier' 
ears, who, without waiting to let the people 
ruminate upon the matter, went among them 
directly, as if he knew nothing of what had 
paſted ; and took occaſion to tell them, in the 
courſe of his converfation, that he had accepted 
of the clerkſhip, only that he might be able to 
ſerve them more effectually, by taking care that 
the proviſions, which they were obliged by their 
tenures, to ſupply for the ſupport of the lord's 
houſe, were not embezzled privately by the ſer- 
vants, and they put to the expence of more; 
and, as a proof of the advantage of this care, he 
aſſured them, that many a time, when the lord 
had given ſome of his hungry followers a letter 
to him, to get a baſket of broken victu als, he 
had returned for anſwer, that there was ſcarce 
enough for the family, and ſo ſent the beggars 
away with empty bellies. 

This artful turn gave the affair quite ano- 
ther look. They implicitly believed every word 
he ſaid; ſo that he foiled his enemy, cunning 
as he was, at his own weapons, and made the 
attack, deſigned to have over-turned him, ſerve 
to eſtabliſh his intereſt more firmly. wt 

gut this diſappointment did not diſcourage 
the other, who now had new motives for 1 
to get him out of favour; for having marri 
two of his ſons to the ſteward's daughters, he 
judged that if he could contrive to have the 
crier turned out, it would not be difficult for 
him to get the younger, who was a fine pro- 
miſing 
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miſing lad, and fond of living at home amon . 
his friends, choſen in his ſtead; b which 
means the management of the whole manor 
would come into the hands of his family, ſeve- 
ral of his relations, who all depended upon him, 
having good employments under the ſtewar 
already. | 41 

« But how to effect this was the queſtion 3 
for the crier's popularity ſeemed ſo firmly eſtab- 
liſhed, that it appeared dangerous even to at- 
tempt any thing againſt him. After much de- 
liberation, he reſolved, as the method moſt 
likely to ſucceed, to ſet up a rival againſt him 
for the people's favour; and then he did not 
doubt, but their own fickleneſs would ſoon 
make them quit their old engagements and 
readily enter into new, 5 

% Nor was he long at a loſs whom to fix 
upon as moſt proper for his deſign.” The old 
parſon of the pariſh dying ſuddenly one day juſt 
after eating an hearty dinner of pork and peaſe- 
pudding, the lord gave the living to a young 
man who had lately come, into the pariſh with 
the ſteward, | 

A particular circumſtance made this choice 
very diſagreeable to many of the principal pa- 
riſhioners. The greateſt part of the income of 
the living conſiſted in the rents of a large quan- 
tity of glebe land, which was let out in parcels 
to ſeveral people for a certain number of 
years, . | 
„The leaſes, by which theſe farms were 
held, were never ſuffered to run out ; for as the 
parſons were only tenants for life, they had no 
great regard to their ſucceſſors; and had there - 
fore come into a method of renewing the leaſes 

| at 


— 
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at particular times, in conſideration of a'ſtateg 
ſum of money, which was clear gain to them. 
By theſe means the tenants looked upon the 
lands as their own inheritance ; and had built 
houſes, and ſettled themſelves upon them ac. 
cordingly. | ; 81 
But the late parſon, thinking they had too 
great bargains, refuſed to renew their leaſes at 
the uſual time, unleſs they would give hin 
much higher fines than they had ever given to 
any of his predeceſſors; which they reſolyel 
not to do, imagining that as he was very old az 
well as very avaritious, the fear of dying with. 
out getting any thing would make him abate of 
his demand. 15 0 ( e 
In this manner things ſtood for ſome years, 
neither party chuſing to comply, when the 
death of the old parſon, and his being ſucceeded 
by one whoſe youth gave him a reaſonable ex- 
pectation of ſeeing their leaſes determined, 
when it would be in his power either to turn 
them out, or raiſe their-rents to the full value, 
alarmed them all in the higheſt degree. 
To prevent ſuch a misfortune therefore, 
they directly agreed to offer their new parſon 
the ſum which had been demanded by his pre- 
deceſſor, and which they had always ſo pol. 
tively refuſed to give him. But what was their 
altoniſhment when, inſtead of accepting the 
offer, he cooly told them, he thought the in- 
come of the living, as ſettled by the incumbent 
immediately before the laſt,, was ſufficient, 
wherefore he deſired no more; and prayed to 
God to enable him to make as good uſe of that 
as he had done, 
— ( Such 


- 
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cc Such an act of true generoſity, not onl 
won the hearts of thoſe who reaped the * 
of it, but alſo gained him the general eſteem of 
the whole variſh ; eſpecially as he lived entirely 
amongſt them, and ſpent his income in the 
moſt unbounded hoſpitality ; not hoarding it 
up, or 10 b it out in other places, as moſt 
his predeceſſors had been accuſtomed to do. 

« On him the crier's enemy pitched, as a 
proper perſon to rival him in the favour of the 
people ; accordingly, having gained his 1 
opinion by going conſtantly to church, and be- 
having there with a great appearance of devo- 
tion, he took an opportunity one day to in- 
ſinuate to him, that he ought to exert himſelf 
more than be did in the affairs of the pariſh, and 
not tamely ſubmit to the uſurpations of. the 
crier, who was for engroſſing all the power into 
his own hands, without ever regarding whoſe 
right he invaded, | ; 

«© Theſe inſinuations were not without effect. 
The parſon's heart, though above avarice, was 
not inſenſible to ambition. He readily took the 
bait; and, as he was quite unexperienced in 
ſuch affairs, ſubmitted himſelf implicitly to the 
government of his adviſer, who, while he 
pretended to have nothing but to reftore him to 
the conſequencedue to his ſtation and virtues, in 


view, really made a property of him to promote 
his own ſchemes, 
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CHAP, XV. 


A game of football. A falſe fled gives the crier th 
better 2 match. He . iS the ball in his 


ter*s face, but makes all up, and comes off wi 


ing colours. 


ce H E regard with which the parſon be- 
gan to be ſpoken of by the whole ps. 

riſh ſoon gave the crier the alarm; which was 
confirmed by his oppoſing him in two or three 
trifling things in the veſtry ; in which his opi- 
nion was received with ſuch deference, that it 
was probable he would have riſen fairly aboye 
kim} in alittle time, had not fortune, the crier's 
conftant friend, oy by him effeCtually on this 
occaſion. 
A friend of the parſon' s had been appointed 
by the ſteward, to repair and ſet up a parcel of 
ſcarecrows, to frighten their neighbours cattle 
from treſpaſſing cn their common ; for which 
purpoſe, the court-leet had ordered him a ſum 
of money out of the pariſh ſtock. | 

« Such commiſſions had uſually been give 
as a plaufible colour for beſtowing ſo much 
money, without any deſign of their being exe. 
cuted. In this ſenſe, did this perſon under- 
ſtand his; and accordingly gave himſelf no 
trouble about the performance of it. 

& The crier, who had connived at many 
things oi the kind before, immediately took fire 
at this, and ret lved to proſecute the man for 
embezzling the mone, of the pariſh. 


c For 
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« For this be had many eaſons: he knew 
that an action, whach luch an appearance 
of pudlie ſpirit and juſtice, would greatly repair 
his c:edit with the people, which he could not 
but be ſenſible was on tne decline; and then, 
as the parſon's intimacy with the delinquent-. 
would probably make him take his part, he 
thought that would be a favourable opportunity 
for giving a check to his growing popularity, 

© Nor was he miſtaken in his conjectures, 
The parſon, in the warmth- of his heart, not 
only eſpouſed his friend himſelf, but alſo en- 
gaged all his party to ſupport him, without ever 
contidering that appearances were ſo ſtrongly 
againſt him, that every one, who was not in 
the ſecret of ſuch affairs, mult harbour a diſad- 
vantageous opinion of himſelf for abetting ſuch 
an action. . 

„ Accordingly, the next court-day the crier 
made his attack, and diſplayed the heinouſ- 
neſs of ſuch a dograns aft af in es to the pub- 
lic in ſo ſtrong a light, that the mob, who never 
examine more than one fide of a ſtory, were all 
of his party; ſo that the parſon was not only 
foiled in his attempt to ſave his friend, but alſo 
entirely loſt his credit, with the people, who, in 
the phrenzy of their reſentment, loaded him 
with every candal and execration, which the 
molt envenomed malice could invent. 

This affair effectually reſtored the crier's 
credit ; but though he had ſucceeded in this 
firſt object of his deſign, it was attended with 
conſequences. he had not foreſeen, and which 
were far from being agreeable to him. 

The ſteward, who had appointed the par- 
ſon's friend to the employment which had in- 

3 volved 
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volved him in this diſgrace, thought it incum. 
bent upon him to ſupport him in conjunction 
with the parſon ; and when the crier had ca- 
ried his point againſt them both, repreſented the 
affair to the lord of the manor, as an inſult up- 
on his authority, and a certain mark of difaf- 
fection to his intereſt, | Mk 
„ The crier, who meant nothing leſs than 
to have embroiled himſelf with the lord, or even 
with the ſteward, was ſurpriſed at this ch 
However, he had gone too far to think of fe- 
treating now; and therefore reſolved to oppoſe 
. their meaſures in good earneſt the firſt time they 
ſeemed to claſh with the rights or intereſt of 
the people, which he knew to be the certain 
way to ſecure his party to him, as it woul 
make them all as deſperate as himſelf. 
This he did not long want an opportunity 
of doing. There had been a ſum of money 
raiſed by the court-leet ſome time before, to 
defray the charge of repairing the manor- 
houſe, of which there remained a good part 
unexpended, there having been more levied 
than was neceſſary for the occaſion, 

As it had been the cuſtom of this manor to 
give money to the lord himſelf on theſe occa- 
ions to lay out as he thought proper, he had 
always appropriated any furplus that remained 
to his own uſe, without thinking himſelf ac- 
countable to the court-leet for it: but now the 
crier, who, by his place of clerk of the kitchen, 
had an opportunity of looking into all the lord's 
accounts, finding that the ſum was pretty con- 
ſiderable, propoſed to the court-leet to lay it 
out, in diſcharging the bills of ſome poor tradeſ- 


men which had been left unpaid on a former oc- 
- calion, 


paſſed their words ; and to this effect he drew, 


lord, and in a maſt tender point, chere was 
ſomething ſo plauſible in the propoſal, that he 
did not chuſe abſolutely to rejeck it.. However, 
not to give up too much, or iſh-2 preces 
dent for ſuch attempts for the future, he gave 
general orders to. the court-leet, to pay off thoſe 
tradeſmen with that money as of his on ſuee 


purpoſe. N - $12 eien ie 

But the crier, perceiving the deſign of this 
proceeding, refuſed to accept thoſe orders; and 
inſiſted abſolutely on having the ,authority.of 


in which his old ſupport. the mob followed his 

opinion ſo firmly, that the orders were xejact 

in ſpight of all the parſon and d 

could do to prevent itt. wnefktit 
Such a triumph filled the mob with the 

molt extravagant joy. They. extolled the crier 

to the ſkies for his public ſpirit and fidelity! to 


week with drinking bumpers. to his health, 
while they offered every, kind of inſult to his op- 
ponents, particularly the parſon, and branded 


crimes. 


4 + S 21a. 


make them receive, his orders with due reſpect 
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gaſion, and to whom the whole manor had 


them with the moſt infamous and improbable 
But though the lord had not been able to 


4 
® 
- 


y 


up an addreſs tothe lord. d of * 9999 71 12 rr - 
« Though this was a direct attack upon the 


. 
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motion, and without taking apy.notice” of he 
application, which. it had made to him to that 


187 3% 31> Þ 


the court-leet to diſpoſe of the money allowed 


their intereſt ; and were drunk for a Whale 


he reſolved to ſhe them, that he would hare 
them obeyed without regard to their oppolitions: . 
1 


Vol. . : ; de Ac- | 5. 
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ec Accordingly, he ordered his receiver to 
pay the money in diſpute to thoſe people, and 
take their receipts for it of his own mere autho- 
rity, without deſigning to conſult the court - 
leet any more about the matter; and, to ſhew 
his reſentment to the crier, turned him di 
out of his clerkſhip, as he did all his friends out 
of the ſeveral employments they had in the 
manor under his ſteward, giving them to the 
friends of the par ſon, and of the gentleman who 
firſt ſtirred him up agaĩnſt the crier.- 5 
„„The latter was now at the higheſt pinna- 
cle of popular glory; the idol of the mob, and 
the apparent victim of the perhdy and oppreſ- 
hon of his enemies. be. hes ALD 
' © But he knew the world too well to be con- 
tent with ſuch an unſubſtantial phantom as the 
favour of a mob. He had laboured all bis life, it 
was true, with indefatigable aſſiduity to arrive at 
this point; but he ſoon ſhewed he had other views 
than thoſe he pretended; and that all his pro- 
feſſions of regard and attachment to the good 
of the pariſh, were only lures to draw in the 
giddy multitude to truſt themſelves fo implicitly 
in his power, that he might be able to get the 
price he deſired for betraying them when he 
law a proper time. " | 3 
«Accordingly, upon ſome hints of his in- 
tentions, the lord ſent a new ſteward to take 
care of the eſtate, the former one having been 
made diſagreeable to the tenants, by the vio- 
lence and over-bearing of fame of his ſervants, 
who had not ſpirit to ſupport what they ſaid, 
when they were called to account for it, though 
he was himſelf a good-natured ealy kind of man 
5 9 
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in the main, n very well 
liked by them. een 
The new ſteward and ener foon came 
to a proper underſtanding over an hearty bottle. 
of which they were both rema fond; and 
the latter bargained to ſell his friends, and reſign 
his criers place, in conſideration of being made 
an eſquire, and 3 to artet him 
ſnitably to his new dignity, 
« It is impoſſible to expreſs th rains rf: the | 
mob, at ſeeing that — had been ſo long the 
dupes of his deſigns. They got drunk for a 
week together with drinking to his confuſion, 
made ſcurrilous ballads againit him and his 2 
mily, and loaded bim, in his: turn, with exe 
crations and abuſfme. 
“Rut a new patriot ſtanding forth to engage 
their attention, they forgot the crier, and went 
on in their old way VE as much eagerneſs and 
credulity, as if they had never been deceived. . 
« As for the parſon, his polite friend ſerved 
him nearly in the ſame manner as the crier did 
the mob. As ſoon as his turn was ſerved; and 
his ſon choſen into the crier's place, chiefly by 
che aſſiſtance of the parſon's friends, he not only 
dropped his acquaintance, but even gave him pp 
to the crier's . who had privately made 
it apart of his bargain that he ſhould be ſtruck 
out of the quorum, in re for the trouble 
and expence he had put him to WHIT of 
this affair. 
As the old crier has been ö ſuccefsful + in 
all his ſchemes, I ſee you wonder how he came 
into this place; but if you conſider that vanity 
and an abſurd ambition of being made a gentle- 
man, were the 2 , the leading motives of 
2 all 
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all his labours, you will acknowledge that the 
egregious folly of the end, takes off all metit 
from the means, and makes his ſueceſs ridiculous. 


„Nor is he inſenſible of this himſelf now 


that it is toolate. Though the unthinking mean 


ſpirited mob have forgot his abuſe | of them and 


: croud to his table to eat his meat and drink his 
wine, with as much readineſs and ple _ 
if their own and their family's intereſt; 
deen ſold by him to purchaſe them; — re- 
proaches of his on heart embitter his enjoy- 
ment of their company, and make their proſeſ- 


popularity; and, unhappy in the accompliſh- 
ment of his hn 
of all his Jabours is vanity.” 


_— late, that the end 
92 . 41 55 
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Ahe Whats; er hell bite ly 
cbhradtert. 1 'that 17 tricks er- 3 
oft tell-tales. 72117 3 at 
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1 WAS; by-thie-tiwe, fa; fick af 


and. publicupirits that, as; ſoon as. my. guide 


- ſtopped; Lreſolved to beg that be would change 
the ſubject, ta ſomething more deſerving ol the 
obſervatian of a ratinal being. 

Enough, moſt judicious ſpirit 14 1 dJ 


enough haff tha ſaid x9 proye the juice of, thy 


- remark. In every rank of life, Lice r 
- cauſes: produce ih ame effects 9 05 : 
— name: but ſurely. it mult. þ : 
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ſions of reſpect nauſecus. He pines for his former 
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affairs of nations ate Franſacted. The mind 
muſt be extended in pfoportioh to the greatrieſs 
of the "ſubjects Upon which Tt is employed and 
can never look down to the tries Which en- 
groſs the attention: of paultry villagers. Let us 
therefore turn aWay fron this ſcene of dtunk- 
enneſs and folly, and ſeek for matter wrt wors. 
thy of our obſer vation elſeẽwhete 
„ will indulge your (anſwyered my guid;') 
but you will find Htrl& advantage in the Rds 
of hes? Folly reigns every where alike, and | 
more exalted ſtätions only make it moreridicu- 
lous : and luckily a ſcene preſents itſelf to dur 
view, Which Thews this in the molt ſtriking 
light. area e att ene 
urn your aye wis Way. Ata be thofe 
three perſons vonder. T jeſt entering 
into a conference upon one of the moſt extra- 
ordinary ſubjects that ever ſhewed the incon- 
ſiſtency of human actions. We will hear it 
from themſelyes; but firſt, While they make 
the common preface of empty compliments, 
and unmeaning queſtions, which are made the 
introduction to converſation even on the-moſt 
important ſubjects, I wilt give you ſhoreſketch 
of their lives as far as is h to make you - 
underſtand what they U itt. 
They were born in different manors be= 
longing to the lord Who owns that in which 
the etier made ſueh a figure q but their bei 
educated” 8 fame free«ſchool 
rife t6 an 4 macy which has grown up wich 
them through life? mig 0002 8 £31 NN . 
Wen they were taken from Thoal they 
were put to different profeſſions,” as intereſt" 8 
aclifiationditefted: He * right choſe 
8 E 3 the 
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the law, in which the acuteneſs of his 2 75 
enabled him to make. ſuch, a proficiency, 
time he was entruſted to ſearch for norman 
_ . againſt ſuch ſony as treſpaſſed on the lord's 
demeſne, or killed his game, and to ſue bog 
and the tenants who did Pep He rents 
piinQually, .. - 
„This employment was not only very FER 
table in itſelf, but alſo gave him an a 
of fo great conſequence in the court-leet, that 
he was generally on one {ide or the other in 
every private diſpute that aroſe in the manor. * 
„The next, as you fee by his habit, was 
bred to the church, in which he Jaboured is Pa 


ſucceſsfully, that he got'a good vicarage before 
he was very old, and, having the character of 
being a great „ was alſo prefered ta the 


honourable employment of teaching the lord of 
the manor's ſon and heir his letters. 

| « As ſor. the third, he was too idle to take 
to any particular profemon: but, by the intereſt 
- of his friends he got into the ſteward's office, 


where he had ſeveral petey employments, which 


brought him in a good penny in LE 
Bat this was not all, ways 


ſhewn a remarkable turn for — bawbles 
and nick-nacks, and being a perſect maſter ot 
the punctilios of dreſs — and a 
the other accompliſhments of a fmall genius, 
he was choſen as a proper perſon to provide rat» 
tles and paper-kites for his yo e 
—— _ er rice bi h 
e with a grace 
« As they were all known to be very well 
qualified for theſe important 


| places, there 
ao ojcion mat r bring honoured wth 


® 
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them; and nad executed their ſeveral c 


with proper dignity and care. But an | 
affair ſoon happened, that threatened. not _ 


te orc peemplaywent yell 4] 


prevent their being ever 7 yo! 
« You may 


w 
a fellow who pretended. a right-to- "pd | 
tates of this lord. His family came 3 
from the manor in which the lawyer was 7 
and Where moſt — e a ſtrong 
attachment to as they were natur 
*ally very proud, and thought it would be a great 
honour to them to have their £ made - 
lord of the manor, and.alla, — 
themſelves with the hopes 
farms from him, in ſome of his gf 
in caſe he could make good his arne 
for they were all as 1 
hgBeſide, — for 


and receive 22 7 god is. de mage, > 
this lord, having many better, houles to, li Ive 38, 

bad removed his habitation ; te W og 
continued thoſe ceremonies. ſo.th at t 
that 


parade of grandeur in which Ek 
had taken ſuch pleaſure. re mutt Imma z. 
«© Now, as this fellow founded his pr 

ſions on being deſcended from the family of their 

old lords/ — expected that 2 3 

and live among them, as. they had 22 

leaſt reſtore them their — and 44 

ceremonies and perquiſites again, never conſider - 

ws that the employments and placesof honour and 
E 4 | * 
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fit nich they held in the other eſtates 8 
Pet 10rd yielded them! more than thi 6 hy 
N 1 8 of theit man or. 
94, 66 ie oh nge'therefore that Get 
mhdüid Y d an early biaſs in bis n 
. 2 neh was alſo confirmed by his bei 
at that free: ſchool, the maſter 2a 
2 1090 55 which were all notorious for the aue 
iples, und took all Hunte parns 10, mon 
Ty Tort into their pupils, 
not unſucbeſsful, adh ide! 


which they 
aeper tue NN ds 


as well as with many 7 1 ae een 


happened in ſome Iittle time aſter they 
were preferred to thoſe employments above. men- 
tioned, that? a perſon who had formerly been 
very intimate wefth them all three, having been 
ace the ſame ſchool along with Wee, 
fad, among a mixt company in the ungparded 
epennets" converſation, when' wine © removes 
aft reſerve, that he had once little thought of 
their being ever put into places of ſuch ef- 
dence under the lord of the manor, as he bad 
often ſeen them, on their bare knees, drink con- 
fuſion to him and all bis friends, r 
the hopes of his ene. [2141 
„ There was" ſomething fo IS in this 
ſpeech, hk it ſtruck all the company with ſur- 
prize; but one "gentleman in partievlar, who 
was warmly attached to the lende intereſt, de- 
ſired all preſent to take notice of what this per- 
fon! had ſaid, as he was reſolved to put him to 
ie proof of it, it being as baſe in him to chrom 
Hof: afperfidns on the characters of perſons of 
Rich note, if they were innocent, as it would 
de kriminal in all who heard bim te conceal an 
Affair of ſuch . in caſe they were 
CPE, © Thunder- 
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* Thunder-ſtruck at this, the other who. = 


had no intentiot of turning informer” 
his friends, and had only faid it in the courſe 
o fgeneral chat; ſtrove to evade the ſubject, and 
give the diſcoutſe ſome other turn, hoping that 
the gentleman would think no more of it; but 
finding that he would” not be put off ſog but 
perſiſted in his reſolution,” he appealed to the 
ſanction of private converſation, where all that 
was ſaid had ever been held ſacred, and the di- 
cloſing of a” ſyllable accounted a breach of the 
laws of ſociety, and that mutual confidence 
which alone makes ita bleſfſing 2h 

„To this the gentleman anſwered that he 
was neither ignorant of, nor deſigned to in 
fringe upon theſe Jaws; but that here à ſuperi- 
er duty intervened and ſuperſeded them; no- 
thing private being to de put in competition 
with the welfare of the public which he thought 

to be concerned in this affair :::: 
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4 bad exciſe in better gun nine: Te ee 
of 4 104 in court. A maxim in M ſobves 
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£ CcoRDINGLY he went the very 
next morning and informed the lord + 
the whole matter, who. called all his principal 
lervants together, to conſult what was pro 
to be done in this ca ; for as it concern 

be done in this caſe; for as it concerned his 
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own 


partiality, who all agreed that it ought to be 
enquired into with the greateſt ſtrictneſs. 
On this the perſon who had undeſignedly 
given the information was beſore them, 
when he gave ſuch. a vague account of the af. 
fair, that the lawyer, who was appointed by the 
other two, to ſpeak; for them all, as beſt quali» 
fied by. his profeſſion to defend a bad cauſe, 
thought it the beſt way not to deny the charge 
directly, but to ſtrive to turn it off, by ſayi 
it was not impoſhble but they might have A 
ſuch -foblifh tricks, when they were boys at 
ſchool, but that the conduct of his whole life 
ever ſince he came to man's eſtate was a ſuffi 
cient proof of the ſincerity of his attachment to 
his lord; and, to confirm this, he inſtanced his 
having proſecuted with the greateſt vigour, ſe- 
veral of the pariſh in which be was barn, and 
even ſome of his own family, for this very of- 
tence with which he was now ſo abſurdly charged, 
ſince he came into his preſent employment. 
% Plauſible as this defence was, the gentle- 
man judged from the manner in which the ſtory 
had been originally told, that there muſt be 
more in it; he therefore inſiſted that the perſon 
who had told it ſhould declare poſitively, and 
without prevarication or referve, whether he 
had ever known them drink thoſe toaſts ſince 
they left ſchool? where? and on what occa- 
fions? . FOES: 
| « Theſe queſtions were too cloſe to be evad- 
o ed. He was therefore obliged, in defence of his 
| own charz-ter, which was now at flake, to de- 
= clare the whole ; accordingly he faid * 
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THE REVERTE 83 
had heard them drink them ſeveral-times, at the 
houſe of an haberdaſher of Imall wares, who 
kept a ſhop in the county-town, "where for 
many years they uſed to meet conftantly twice 
or thrice a week, and indulge themſelves in the 
moſt ſanguine- profefſions of thoſe principles 
over their wine; who was ſo ſtrongly attached 
to that perſon himſelf, and ſo well perſuaded of 
their attachment to him alſo, that when he came 
todie, he bequeathed his real eſtate, which was 
very conſiderable, to the lawyer, with handſome 
legacies to the other two, leaving him (the in- 
former) but a meer trifle, as he doubted his 
being ſtaunch to the cauſe ; and, as @ confirma- 
tion of what he ſaid, added that the ſettlement © 
which the lawyer had ſince made upon his wiſe 
at his marriage was of that very eſtate Whieh 
the haberdaſher had left him. 
This gave a different face-to the whole af- 
fair. The lawyer in particular gave himſelf 
up for ruined, and would - gladly have com- 
pounded for the loſs, not only of his preſents 
employment, but alſo of all farther hopes. - 
% But he had better luck. The majority 
of the ſervants, who had been called into con- 
ſultation upon the affair, did not think it pru- 
dent to eſtabliſh a precedent for looking ſo far 
back, and one of them particularly, who had 
been bred to the law himſelf, ſaid that this eſ- 
tate ſhould be conſidered as a fee, given by the 
haberdaſher to his lawyer, and that it was an 
_ © eftabliſhed rule that a lawyer ſhould ſay any 
thing that his client deſired for his 1 without 
being called in queſtion for it; for if it were 
** otherwiſe, and lawyers made anſwerable for 
what they ſaid, there would be an end to the 
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% buſineſs at as the great art and my 
Wc of it Sant fi fed in ſaying 907 thing that 9 5 
e any Way ler to carrying the point, with- 
c Out bega to decency, truth, or any fuch 
<c immaterial conſiderations : whereas if gentle- 
ky men of the law were to be called to account 
for what they ſaid in the wayof their buſineſs, 
1 and fox their 17% no one would ever undertake 
ce 4 weak : cauſe, d ſo the profeſſion would fall 
«ts the round. Beſide, it was'a point agreed 
ee” upon, in all the books, that what a lawyer fays 
ce for his fee, 1 is never to be conſidered as his pri- 
"ce & vate ſent? ment or opinion ; elſe how could law- 
&ts 1040 at, 3 'abufe their moſt intimate 
J A ik bo ntierthey do every day, for 
9 975 Et 1 859 5 nothing of, ai 
e The Ae cd inced to be wrong, without 
e brkabing with them, or giving them the leaft 
© offence; as an inſtance of hich, he added that 
he had hindfelf often gone direaly from co 
cet dine with'the man whom he had ſpent the 
e Whole morning i in abuſing; therefore no man 
Was to be caffed to account for what he fail 
<« for his fee: and this opinion he ſupported by 
*** 2 ſtring of quotations from all the grave and 
e earned ſages of the law; and by the con- 
72 ſtant and uniform practice of the profeſſion | 
e from time immemorial, to this very day.“ 
So learned a defence favet! the deli quents, 
9 it Would have been unjuſt to have SIN A 
iſtintion between them. © The majority gf 
hk ſervants (as J fail) therefore gave it as their 
opinion, that the àccuſation, though not Falle. 
was malicious, frivolous, -and unworthy of far- 

ther notice. 

„ Thus blew over a ſtorm, in which their 
very f friends expected they would have 


-Q the contrarys th the, layye 
gle a on NT of the pe re 25 
ſeneſchal e princip fy wp (92 the 
got a bare Ning. 1 70 the Böen | 
on his pupil 8 growing too big for his care, was 
prefered by his belt friend the ſteward to be his 
head clerk, which places they all enfoy at pre- 
ſent; while the poor informer drew upon Him- 
ſelf ſich univerſal conrempt for his fee alter 
that he was never able to Thew his face after“ 
05950529000020000040 
CHAP. XVIII 177 5 
. FS modeſty and gratitude. e 21 a 
edious. A good memory often mates a bad come 
panion., It 2s We to N 1 te fr 25 
ſhines. 
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15 II. migh ght be imag Fm that after ſuch an 2 

fair their A preferment ſhould ſatisfy 
their ambition. But far from it, emboldened by 
chat eſcape, they. think there is nothi YA 
they may not de, and the . favour that has 
been ſhewn them ſince, inſtead of — | 
them contented and grateful, has given them 
ſuch an high opinion of their awa merit, which 
they modeſtly judge to have been the, reaſon for 
it, that they reckon all they haye got as nothing 
while there is any thing elſe for them to deſire, 
and look upon themſelves as ill-treated, if they 
are refuſed whatever they pleaſe to a 
But ſoft !——Their conference at length ＋ 
gins. Let us Wan 
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26 THE REVERTE: | 
I ſay, fic (ſaid the lawyer, fire ſparkling in 
Eis eyes] that I am ill-uſed. Had herr 
any objeftion to my abilities to fill Tuch an 
employment, or could it have been even pre. 
tended that the perſon who is put over my 
head, was ſuperior to me in any reſpect, it 
would have been another caſe; but, to be conti- 
nued a deputy, where I had ſo good a right 0 

be made principal, is not to be borne, - Nor 
will I bear it. No man provokes me with im- 


unit — | 

- ae Really, ſir (anſwered the parſon) I can 
not but own you have ſome reaſon to com- 
plain. But what would you fay, if you were 
in my place? To be taken no notice of where 
there were ſo many opportunities! ſo many 
better livings vacant ! it is enough to provoke 
the patience of Fob. After all the pains I have 
taken to teach him to read, and my care in 
chuſing out ſuch leſſons as were proper for him, 
that he might not receive wrong notions of 
things, to be flighted in this manner; it is too 
much! He could not have ſerved his former 
tutor worſe, who was turned off for teaching 
him to ſpell in that profane ballad. But there 
is no fuch thing as gratitude, no regard 46 paſt 
ſervices, to be found in this world? - 

„Indeed, gentlemen (added the third, while 
his reverence ſtopped to take a pinch of ſnuff, 

and the lawyer was walking about the room in 

a violent chafe) we are all extremely il|-ufed. 

But you muſt both allow, that T have much 
the greateſt reaſon to complain. You Have got 
- ,- places which afford you a comfortable ſubſiſtence, 
and if they are not quite ſo good as you co 
wiſh, you have this ſatisfaction that they can- 
not be taken from you. « But 
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may be turned 
got, without a- 
probable I hall 


ſoon find to m 
ard dies. And 


hardeſt.” | ed wy — 1 54 nd 
« Your caſe, (replied the lawyer, with a 


ſmile of indignant contempt) pray what is your e = 


caſe, good ſir ? The paultry menial ſervices you 
did about his perſon have been ſufficiently re- 
warded. Common ſervants ould morkilins 
ſuch airs, nor pretend to put themſelves on 
level with their ſuperiars.”— I 2 
« Paultry menial ſervices ! (interrupted the 
other, kindling into à rage) I'd have you to 
know, fir, that my ſervices were not paultry; 
and perhaps they give me a better 3 
ſavour than any which ſome others can boaſt of 
ſſighly as they may think of themſelves* But 
I ſhould be glad to know in what your great 
merit has conſiſted, that you are ſo ready to call 
Wa oma 9 Ane tasse 
« My merit, ſir, (anſwered the lawyer, tai 
hre) my merit, fir, E and doesconſifte 
in my ability in my profeſſion, / which has ena- - 
bled me to do the moſt eſſential fervice.”-=-<-- 
«* dervice l To whom? (interrupted the o- 
ther dryly) to yourſelf only. Your abilities, 
were they ten times greater than they are, have 
been amply rewarded by the place you kr 6 
and the large ſums of money they have broug 
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vou in from ybur deluded clients. But pray 
lage ſit; what important ſervice have your gta 
abilities been of to his lordſhip, that he ſhould 
be under ſuch obligations "you? 1 ſhould be 
glad to khou that. 
9 What ſervice (replied the tower tal 
being almoſt put off his 8 10 rk 
queſtion) -what ſervice do you ſir l Git 
think it beneath me to anſwer a a 


betrays ſuch ignorance. But, i. you do not 


know, they did who gave me the employnient 
I hold:; and they at beſide that my ptomo- 
tion ſecured my whole family. NMI countrymen 
9 4 ſtick fal by one another... 
„ Hah! hab! ah! great lien ven 
great ſervices, truly (ſaid the other) I am realiy 
aſnamed to hear a man who-ſhould know bei- 
ter, mention ſuch things. Lam indeed. But 
you mult be blinded, quite blinded by your 
opinion of yourſelf, or you would never attempt 
to put them in competition with the. ſervices 1 
have done his lordſhip, in the nn of his 
ſon's e ee — ../ ; 5904) 
(ipteanipted; the e Wo 
had hitherto dete to their diſpute as unmoyed 
as if it had been a viſitation - ſermon, where ſome 
country curate pretends to teach his betters _ 
duty) you inſtruct his tender youth Prags ſi 
have more regard to truth in What you fag. 
The inſtruction of dis youth was eothmited o 
other kind of hands chan Yours. It. * el 
known 
That I got ads little * 2 
his ed cation (ſaid the other, catehing the ward 
out of bis mouth) by informing of youre 
deceſſor s putting that ballad into en 
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you did, you owe 
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and that you poſitively agrs ed to be gui. 2 
me, in every thing you Mould 1 to t 
him, before you 235 admitted to come 


him. So that if yoo have any merit in Pon 
all to me. But ſome p 
ple have very bad memories in thin 8 20 
ſerve them. | . | bt FLOAT TE Sf 
„ But do you think that teaching kim 8 
read was ſuch a mighty matter? The clerk 
the pariſh, though he was good for WS elfe, 


could have done that much well engugb. hat 
is the leaſt part af a deman' 8 
tion, the vety Teal art, an what't many a one 


makes a very: 


to mind ſuch thing: „Fentlemen aboye th 
They can keep ervants to Teal and write't 

for eu, wii {Op cir taking fuchia trouble; 
and Jet 2 Wet 1 firs EWA thinks the 
living yon güt a lie reward for all you 
were able to teach him. 

Nut- gentlemen, I mn t remind row bak | 
of ſomething” which" you , to — forgot, 
Ti as: are other Emo womer which not 
only prevent your c preferments 

look for at b ie. will allo moſt 5 
prevent your ever getting them, 'aod indeta 
make what you have 5 gotten be looked 
upon with ſurprize and diſcontent. 

« You muſt have forgot the affair of drink- 
ing thoſe diſaffected toaffs certainly, or you 
would never give yourſelves ſuch airs as theſe. 
How can you, fir; expe& that the real friends of 
his lordſhip, ' rf they think at all about the mat- 
ter, ean like to fee the court-rolls intruſted ia 


lach hands as yours? Or'the e * 


e without, It is ſulfi> 
cient for people who, haye their fortunes to make 


THE RE VERIE. 
ours, fir ?---No ! ! * 
0! no! gentlemen you. wy 


both reſt ſatisfied where you are, 
ur nie Mater, rake roy word for it, I knoy 
what defence you made, and bow you one 
to eſcape ſo eaſily. But, . is done, 
wo my word for it ; your 2 24 is 4 
The mention of the tea was ſo une 
that it ſtruck them both dumb. They 
down their heads, and heard him out a 
convicted criminals do their ſentence. * 
lawyer, ſoon recovering his natural 
mind, * The toaſts, fir! ſaid he an Fu 
w you can mention that to ua, in ſuck 
à manner! Were not you as deeply concerned 
era plied the other) 
<< 1w re 
b Ee 


ing, that it 
Tour — e vou r a 888 


lours ; and we too had good luck to be in fuck 
SS 
ou us off, as well 
you drew us into the danger. 
oe” However, that eſcape has not made me 
vain as to think I was not in fault. I u e 
the aſſurance to raiſe my ex ſo high a 
you do, and am humbly content with what 
they pleaſe to give me, conſcious that "any 
thing is an extraordinary favour, and caſe ths 
I ſhould have received in any other lord's fr. 
© mily in the kingdom; for which reaſon I ſhalt 
Ange w Wan e i e and 35 
ſoon as a ſhower comes, retire into a ſaug Cat 
ner, and enjoy my good fortune with e, 


wu 
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THE REV.ERIE oz 
As for you, gentlemen, who aſpire to higher 
onours, you-will find, perhaps, when it is %% 
ate, that you had better have followed. my ex- 
unple. And ſo, moſt e 
ind moſt reverend Mr. Rector, 1, w wo 
zott # god morning, — Paykry, | 
ervices ! 
With theſe words, he Sung out of the ems 
an ein 
nme rr 
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of character mainiai 
tenderneſs. | 


8 bare Was * firſt whs ele f. 
lence. © Indeed, my friend, Sad he, 
muſing up his pinch, and taking his head in; 
a melancholy manner) I fear there is too mack, 
truth in what ke ſays, and that we ſhalt never 
de able entirely to Cer over the conſequences of 
that unlucky diſcovery ; for which reaſon Twill 
ecnſtrive to make myſelf eaſy, and not loſe the 
enjoyment of what I ha have, by fruitleſs attempts 
more.” 

«© You are iced pleaſe, Sir, (anſwer- 
ed the lawyer ” but 1 ſhalt not ſtoop. 
to be "del by the advice of ſuch à mean ſpi- 
rited fellow. ſhould never have been for- 
given, had they* dared to ſhew refentment 
againſt us; and the ſame motive will make 


Deinen 


„ THE ETSY R E 
them not chuſe to provoke us too fat᷑ by tler 
fefuſals. I know How! to deal wich/rhem 
will ſpeak / to all m —— 5 2 Fey 
baſhful in aſking eaſy tb 19 175 
if heir intereſt e 
take another courſe, Noor eden . 1 ha 
not ſubmit we 1 ge them.“ 
„„ And p bree ear friend, (replied h 
_ parſ6##)* may I aſk hat courſe 2 Fa 
oF will oppoſe all the meaſures of the ”=_ 
ſervants in the court - leet, (returned the lawyer) 
and that in ſuch a manner, that they ſhall 
be able to make any objections to my tondud, 
but what will add to my conſequence in the 
opinion of the people. have. a whimkicl 
thoug ht juſt come into my head. What would 
jou la, weer patriot upon the oct 
| hon? I have precedents enough to juftily n me. 
And then the variety of ſuch a ©-bekhs will be 
bighly entertaining. I like, e 
thing much. | 
ha rhe Goel, 1 oy 
k of his rity contradict. even 
lable he ſays in the court-leet, ., My wo ther: 
is as good as his, and my friends will, ftand by 
right or wrong; ſo that I'll, make then 
orry for what they have done eme, if-they 
will not do more; and that will eratify my ir- 
ſentment at leaſt, if my anion 3s tion is diſappoint 
cd. No one ever provokes me with impunity-” 
Nax, for that matter, : (replied the parſon, 
ſetting his hands 2 kimbo, and, putting on? 
look of e Ido ak, jean to be 5 
paſſive neither, 1 re 5 "1: ſeth” peace 
is true, but then e be on my on 4 
or I.ſhall not enſue it, 1 Penig Wb I 


wr, &t wy cy” a — 
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« Nor, ſhall 1 long want an opportunity of; 
ting them know my mind. The veltry'y will ' 
ſoon meet on ſome extraordinary affairs; when 
FF will object to every thir ef rector ropole 43 
and that in vex them a t a little, for 
my knowledge they have me thing wy Viet 
which they w will not; fike to be 5 0 
fiich as makin ſopt aller ati in: n e, 
plice and caſſacks,. an enlarging the 7 
and widening the approaches ro e erte 
table; but k will not conſent” to che thr- 
ring a ſtick or ſtone, or clippin of the” 'moſt 
ragged ſhred ;, all, things ſhall remain as they 
are, merely to, difappoint them; and then how 
ſilly will they , look in the eyes of the crowds, 
whom they have promiſed ts make room for? 
They ſhould not have tet me know their 
ſecrets, if they defigned'ts break with me = 
this manner,” No Und! I do not mean to be 
quite paſſive : neither Taſſure you. Our cloth 
has never been noted for * 2. —.— and ſubmiſ- 
fon, I will ſeek peate, but it ſhall be on 1 my 
own terms, I can tell them.” 
| The two friends then thook winds” 2d ap- 
plauding each other's ſpirit, parted for that 
time, to prepare for putting their virtuous reſo- 
lutions in execution. 4X 
What ſay you now, * e Spirit with a 
ſmile) to R W { |he Siri with 
But it is unneceffary to a — any reflections on 
ſuch a ſcene as this. They octur of them 
ſelves, with ſorce {ficient to make à rational 
being ſick of the world, and All its ways; and 
1 hope you arg condfaced; that changing the 
ſcene makes no effeytial change" in the Ni 
Folly reigns every where alike. , The baz 5 
J 31 11 1001 7 11a 
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"no more Pee from it than the & TRE 
bk loft ſee ſomething yonder, 125 
de worth 1 to. You have Bibers 

principa 195 8 in vie win 1 . of an- 

tion ; 1 will no ſhew you the of hr. 

its potent 1 in Ws human beat W 

Saping this, he directed . eye bo RY 

ber, Where lay a woman langu 8b under 2 

general decay of nature, Much as 23 a * 

mult neceſſarily weaken * fo 

there was a ſymmetry in her w d 50 
oftnels and delicacy in her looks, which tm 

thus | in ruin charmed the beholder, and en 

w reſiſtleſs they muſt have been "when te 

warm glow of health inſpired their bloon. 
But fill an air of debauchery ſullied all thei 

arms; and her whole appearance. belpoke: 
life worn out in vicious aſures, which hat 
taken ſuch deep root in ber that when- 
ever ſhe opened her eyes, a. feeble. glance of 
looſe defire glimmered through all the horror 
of her preſent ſtate. 

Every thing around her ewe the bigbel 
affluence and molt tender care; and the ol 
elegant accommodations ſtrove to make hcknek 
tolerable, and compenſate, as far. * poſh 
For the want of health. | 

'But what particularly truck me was the ten- 
der, anxious aſſiduity with Which ſhe ws 
waited upon by à perſon, w whole appearance 
ſhewed him to * been bred to à profeſſion, 
and on an element, neither of them very fe- 
markable for ſoſtening the manners, and ging 
the mind ſuch a compaſſionate humane n, 

He was e at the foot of beg 


chafing her * d feet with his m 
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try if * could communicate af WITT as 
Em. She ſeemed not inſenſible of ſuch — | 
act of 94, TN and, ra 72 Me head from 
the pillow, ard ira hero, 
{faid ſhe, with a Teebl Wn leer Ver 
his care? Will this 9 ron of mine ever 
be in a condition to repay Ki | Paitis and trou- 
ble with pleaſure 2” * 

« Let me but once more ſet my deateſt g girl 
well, (anſwered he, with a look of fondneſs 
and pity ) and I ſhall think myſelf at 7 over- 
paid for 4 Is there any thing that I can do, 
to give you eaſe or ſatisfa&tion Cena m 
fortune ; command my Hife; myſelf, and 3 
in my poſſeſſion, are ſolely yours.” 

« ] want nothing, (replied 1720 while x 
have you., Stay but always with | 
have no other wiſh, But why ſhould "he it 


this! What pleaſure can you find in the com- 


pany of a poor fick creature, who is incapable 
of feeling any herſelf ? I blame you not for 
ſeeking that ſatisfaction Elſewhere, which | it is 
no longer in my power to give you.” 

« Why will my deareſt life (returned_he, 
with an air of concern) think ſo o meanly of 
me, as that I can have pleaſure in any, oth her 
company but hers, I never leave you 3 m 
ment, but when m duty 10 40 lu 
me; and as foon as that is over, I fly back to 
you again with all the impatience ofa  youth- 
ful bridegroom.” 9 — 

* And when will that hateful duty call you 
again? (added ſhe) How long may I promiſe 


myſelf your company now, Licher 1 pain- 
ful i interruption ?” 
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My, loye, returned he) I am this ver 
ene 7 A they of de 
admiral. 1 haye had notice that my, ſhip i 
ready for ſea; but I will forego all m 
hopes, of honour and advantage rather thay 
leave my, deareſt love, t 1 ſee you better. 
have framed an excuſe td evade my going thu 
voyage; and by that time my fhip feturns, [ 
promiſe myſelf that you will be able to take; 
trip with me in her to Liſbon, where the 
warmth of the climate will effectually reſto 
your health.“ ant CAE 
% And how long will it be (ſaid ſhe) before 
you return from the admiral ? I inſiſt upon 
nowing to a minute, that I may not be tor- 


2”, 


tured by any unexpected delay. N 
1 fear, my love, (anſwered he) that it 
will be impoſſible for me to leave him before 
dinner. He has ſo often aſked me, that it wil 
look like diſrepect to tefuſe him always. Be- 
ſides, as I go to ſue for a favour, it would be 
ill-judged to give him offence, But you may 
be aſſured I will not ſtay a moment that I can 
avoid. By ſeven at fartheſt.”—— 
By ſeven ! (exclaimed ſhe) and mult 1: 
Can I live ſo long without you! —Well ! ſince 
it muſt be ſo, go; but do not be ſurprizeg to 
find me dead, 'when you come back,” 
My deareft love] (replied he, embracing her 
moſt tenderly) this is the laſt time I ſhall leave 
you. -I deſign to tell the admiral that Tam go- 
ing-out of town ; io that nothing ſhall. inter- 
fere with my care of you. Adieu,l my love: 
- Jet me find you in better if pirits at my return. 


en 
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The 0 ing of a new ſcene gives occaſun for ſome 
2 ons, which will probably be leaft agreeable” 
to thoſe who have moſt occaſion for them. © © 


ISTRESSED as the diſconſolate fair 
one ſeemed at his departure, the moment 
he left the room opened a new ſcene. Now 
is the time! (ſaid ſhe, raiſing herſelf up with a 
ſpirit that could not have been expected from 
her looks) now is the time to put my deſign in 
execution! If I miſs this opportunity, I don't 
deſerve to find another.” Then turning to an 
elderly woman who waited upon her, «Fly, 
nurſe, (continued ſhe) bid my ſiſter come to 
me inſtantly, and obſerve the laſt directions I 
gave her.“ 6 
The woman obeyed without delay; and the 
lady being left to her meditations, “ Now ſhall 

be happy! (reſumed ſhe in a tranſport) Now - 
{hall I be in ſome meaſure revenged on that ob- 
je& of my ſoul's averſion, man! O!] that I 
could treat the whole perfidious ſex in the 
lame manner, expoſing them equally to the li- 
dicule of the world, and the reproaches of their 
own conſcious hearts! But, as that is impoſſi- 
ble, let this mean ſpirited, doating fool, bear 
the weight for all. If I fall a victim to the 

vice of man thus in the prime of life, it is 
ſome conſolation, that I can wreak my reſent- 
ment upon him, who ſeems alone to merit 
Vos I: F better 
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better from me. The world will attribute what 
I do to other motives; but I diſclaim them 
all, and act only from the principle of re. 
. venge.” —Saying this, ſhe ſunk back upon her 
pillow, waiting with the utmoſt impatience for 
the return of her meſſenger. Tok 
There was ſomething ſo ſuperlatively. baſe 
and wicked in theſe ſentiments, and the hy- 
. pocriſy which preceded them, that I could not 
avoid expreſſing the pain, they gave me to my 
guide. As ſoon as ſhe had finiſhed her medi- 
rations therefore, O gracious ſpirit! (ſaid I 
what life muſt this vile woman have led, to 
harder. her thus againſt every ſenſe of virtue and 
humanity ? and what uncommon injuries can 
ſhe have ſuffered, to fire her ſoul with ſuch an 
implacable paſſion for revenge ?” 

„Her life (anſwered he) has been that of a 
common proſtitute ; a life that neeeflarily et- 
faces every tenderneſs of nature, as well as 
every principle of virtue: and the injuries 
which ſtimulate her to theſe more than ſavage 
ſentiments have been no other than the uſual 
unavoidable occurrences of her wretched pro- 
jeſſion.“ | 

© How! (exclaimed I) does proſtitution work | 
ſach a total change in woman's natuie ? bad, 
too bad I am ſenſible its effects are; but 1 
have always thought, that ſome, and thele not 
the leaſt amiable of the virtues, were not quite 
inconſiſtent with it; I thought I had ſeen in- 
ſtances of benevolencee, charity, and filial 
duty, exerted by ſome of thoſe unhappy crea- 
tures, which would have been an honour to 
the chaſteſt of the ſex. But I find I have been 


in an error.“ f 
« Chaſtity 
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c Chaſtity (replied he) is not the onl vir- 
tue of woman; but ſtill, it is ſo eſſentially ne- 
ceſſaryfto the perfection of her nature, that tho 
want of it, if it does not abfolutely incapaci- 
tate her from every other, debaſes any feeble 
inſtances ſne happens to exert of them.“ 

« Nor can it be otherwiſe. The moment a 
woman is known to violate this virtue, ſhe is 
looked upon as a diigrace to her ſex, and given 
up to infamy, even by the very perſons who 
firſt ſeduced her to, and ſtill participate in, the 
crime they perſecute.” | 

<« Debarred thus from the benefits of ſociety, 
where virtue is confirmed and enforced to 
imitation by example, ſhe is obliged to con- 
ſort with her ſiſters in vice, who to filence the 
voice of conſcience, and keep up their fpirits to 
purſue their miferable trade, vie with each 
other in wickedneſs; and, glorying in their 
ſhame, profeſs to deny the truth, and ridicule 
the practice of thoſe principles from which 
they bave departed, till they harden each other 
iz their iniquity, and become incapable of re- 
formation.” | | 

„In ſuch an abandoned ſtate of reproba- 
tion, what merit can there be ina ſingle act of 
virtue, that contradicts the conſtant tenour of 
their lives, and -owes its riſe perhaps to acci- 
dent, vanity, or. caprice ? how light will ir be 
found inthe balance, when placed oppoſite tothe- 
innumerable vices among which it ſtands, and 
which always contaminate it in ſome circum- 
ſtance or other? 

But this even is not al: The moſt pro- 
fligate of then ſees the neceſſity of putting 
on the appearance of Bu virtues, to palliate 

2 the 
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the horror of her profeflion. This is the reaſon 
of the error in which you may have been. Man 
requires but weak proof to convince him of 
what he wiſhes to be true ; and therefore rea- 
dily believes the reality of this appearance, 
and receives it as a ſufficient atonement for 
the vice which gives him pleaſure,” 
Think me not too ſevere in what I ſay, 
There may perhaps be ſome inſtances to the 
contrary ; but they are too few, in compariſon 
with, the others, to draw a more favourable 
concluſion from: and the danger which would 
attend ſuch a concluſion is ſufficiently great to 
juſtify ſo prudential and ſalutary a ſeverity.” 
„The only ſafe rule to direct the judgment 
by, in all ſuch caſes, is this, that a perſon who 
perſiſts in the wilful breach of any one moral vir- 
tne, cannot be ſincere in the Fee of any other ; 
as a proper conviction of the duty of any muſt 
neceflarily and invariably enforce the practice 
of all; that is, with allowance for the unpre- 
meditated lapſes of human infirmity. ' 
Nor is there a more dangerous error than 
this, of thinking that vice and virtue can be 
ſo far reconciled as to inhabit the ſame breaſt; 
Or, that it is poſſible to compound for the 2 
habitual tranſgreſſian of one duty, by the ocru- 
ſamal performance of another; the mean merct- 
nary motive to ſuch a performance taking 
away every ſhadow of merit. from it, and. con- 
tradicting the unalterable eſſence of virtue, 
which is pure obedience.” | 
The ſpirit's reflections were interrupted 
here by the return of the nurſe, {with the 
perſons for whom ſhe had been ſent. The 
moment they entered the room, the tick lady 
| forgot 
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forgot her ailments, and raiſing herſelf up, 
« Well, ſiſter (ſaid ſhe, looking at them with 
' eagerneſs and delight) I ſuppoſe theſe gentle- 
men have been informed on what occaſion they 
have been brought here. The moments are 
precious. Let us therefore do our buſineſs 
without delay; and then we may enjoy our- 
ſelves.” 1 e 

As ſoon as ſhe ſaid this, one of the gen- 
tlemen drew out pen, ink, and paper, and fat 
down directly to write her will, which the 
dictated with 3 readineſs, that ſhewed ſhe had 
long ſtudied it. When he had finiſhed; ſhe. 
read it over carefully, and ſigned it, in the due 
form of law, before the other gentlemen, who 
were brought on purpoſe to atteſt this extra- 
ordinary tranſaction. | $2451 

The moment this important affair was end- 
ed, the lawyer received his hire, and then he 
and the witneſſes departed, to prevent ſurprize; 
when ſhe immediately ſunk into a ſtate of 
weakneſs, that ſhewed her end was approach- 
ing very faſt, the extraordinary effort ſhe had 
made on this ocaſion having quite exhauſted 
her {trength and ſpirits. | | 

Dreadful as ſuch an alarm muſt naturally be, 
it ſhook not her. reſolution. On notice of her 
friend's return, ſhe diſmiſſed her fiſter, without 
the leaſt mark of tenderneſs or regret, though 
the only relation ſhe had in the world, and 
prepared to go through with her deſign with a 
_ conſtancy worthy of a better cauſe. = 
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HAP. XXI. 


A bife concluded in character. An uncommon leut 
of love and gratitude. A particular circumſlanc, 

* neceſſary to be attended to through the courſe of 
this curious work, ts explained. 2 


S ſoon as he entered the room, he ran to 
her bedſide with the utmoſt impatience, 
where he found her languiſhing im the arms of 
death. ; . 
Such a ſight awoke his tenderneſs. He fell 
upon her neck, and wept over her in bitter- 
nels of heart. So genuine an cxpreflion of 
love operated as it were mechanically upon 
her, who had long been accuſtomed to return 
the. careſſes ſhe received, however infipid or 
loathſome to her. She opened her eyes; and, 
forcing a faint ſmile of fondneſs, ** How could 
you think (ſaid ſhe) that I could live ſo many 
tedious hours without you? It is well, that 
you are come at length, to bleſs my eyes with 
one view more of all that they delight in. Take 
care of this poor body ; ſee that it is laid with 
decency in the grave; and ſometimes beſtow 
a thought on one whoſe heart's laſt wiſh was 
to give you pleaſure. I have a ſiſter who 
would perform that melancholy duty; but 1 
have long broke all connection with her for 
your ſake. You are the world to me; and 
every tender tie of nature is ſummed up in 


your love.“ —With theſe words, ſhe — in 
7-0 18 


| THEREBY FRED 
his arms: nor ever recovered ſtrength to utter 
another, a | 149095 
As ſoon as her diſconſolate lover recovered 
from the firſt tranſports of his grief, he gave 
orders for her burial, with a magnificence that 
far exceeded the preſent ſtate of his own affairs ; 
but this he thought himſelf under an obligation 
to do, in return for her whole fortune, which 
ſhe bad bequeathed to him, by a will made in 
the beginning of her illneſs; and which amount- 
ed to a very conſiderable ſum, though all earned 
by vice and infamy. ; i ada 
The next morning, after this laſt töken of 
his regard was paid, he was ſurpriſed at re- 
ceiving a viſit froni a perſon to whom he was an 
utter ſtranger. After the common compliments 
of .mceting, the gentleman told him, that he 
was come from the ſiſter of the deceaſed lady, 
to take poſſeſſion of ſuch effects of her's as might 
be in his hands. 578 
] am ſorry, fir, (anſwered the widowed 
lover, with a ſmile) that ſhe ſhould have given 
you this unneceſſary trouble, My deareſt girl's ' 
effects and fortune ate all in my poſſeſſion; nor 
ſhall I part with them to any one“ 
How, fir ! (replied the ſtranger) Not part 
with them to the heir at law ! Pray by what 
right do you claim to keep them?“ „ ene 
„And pray, fir, (returned the captain; forre- 
what offended at the manner in which the other 
poke) by what right do you aſk me that que - 
ion?“ 13 nene 
*© dir, (ſaid the ſtranger) I am employed by 
her ſiſter, to make a legal demand of her un- 
doubted right; and if you do not chuſe to com- 
ply with it in this amicable manner, I know 
F how 
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how to apply in another, that may be more ef. 
fectual, though perhaps not quite ſo agreeable.” 
That is to ſay, (retorted the captain) you 
are the lady's lawyer. Well then, good Mt. 
lawyer, as I defire to have as little converſation 
as poffible with you, and all the worthy gentle- 
men of your profeſſion, I will ſhew you my 
right.” ——Saying this, he unlocked a bureau, 
and taking out a paper, Here, fir, (ſaid he) 
1s the lady's will, by which ſhe has bequeathed 
to me every thing in her pouſteition. If you 
pleaſe, I will read it to you.“ | 
Very poflible, fir, (anſwered the lawyer, 
with a ſignificant ſmile) I do not doubt but it 
may be a will of her's; and therefore ſhall not 
give you that trouble, But, pray fir, will you 
give me leave only juſt to look at the date of 
RE. 15:5 55: 4: 5 | 
«© The date! Yes, fir, (replied the captain) 
here it is: It bears date about a year ago, juſt 
in the beginning of her illneſs.” 1 + 
IJ ſee, fir; (added the lawyer) and in re- 
turn for your readineſs to ſhew me that, will 
now ſhew you my client's title for making her 
demand. Here, fir, is a will made the very day 
before the lady died, by which ſhe cancels that, 
andeyeryother willſhe may have made, and leaves 
her whole fortune, real and perſona), to her ſiſter, 
charged only with a few legacies to her particu- 
lar friends: and though you may not be much 
converſant with ſuch affairs, you muſt certain- * , 
ly know, fir, that the laſt will takes place. As 
you are one of the principal legatees, I will 
read it over to you, if you pleaſe; at leaſt that 
part in which your legacy is mentioned.“ 
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The captain's ſurptize at this piece of neus 
was ſo great, that he had not power immediate - 
ly to make any reply ; accordingly the lawyer, 
taking his ſilence for an aſſent to his propoſal; 
opened the will with great deliberation, and 
clearing his voice, with an hem or two, pro- 
ceeded to read: Item, ĩñ return for the great 
c expence and trouble which my dearly 
6 loved friend captain Lovejade has been at, in 
« taking care of me, during this painful and 
« tedious illneſs, I give and bequeath to him 
« a lock of my hair, which. I defire-he will have 
« put into a locket, and wear next his heart, 
« for my ſake,” THI, - | , 

„Hol, fir! (interrupted the captain,rouzed 
by ſuch a cutting inſult): let me ſee that will. 
Why, villain, this is not her hand! I knew 
it was not poſſible. This is a baſe and impu- 


dent forgery, for which you-ſhall all be puniſhed *' 


with the utmoſt ſeverity ). 
« Pray, ſir, (anſwered the lawyer coolly) 
ſuſpend ſuch an injurious opinion for à mo- 
ment. Look at the paper again, and you will 
lee that it is not an original will, but an at- 
teſted copy of one, regularly proved this very 
morning in the Commons, where you may 
ſee the original any time you pleaſe. As you 
may think proper to take advice in a matter of 


this conſequence, I ſhall wait for your anſwer 


to my client's. demand till to-morrow morning, 
when I will call upon you for it; if you do not 
chuſe to ſave us both that trouble, by ſending 
all the lady's effects to her ſiſter's houſe this 
evening; to prevent any miſtake in which, here 


% 


be- 


is a copy of a ſchedule of them, which we havs 
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lizned by the deceaſed, and bearing equal date 
| p tn 2:417 +1 wn.” 
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à reimburſement of the very great expences 


wich her will : wad 90 6 ſir, 1 wiſh you a good 
morning.” 

Pray ſtay a moment, fir,” (aid tbe cap- 
tain, a good deal cooled by ſuch an unexpected 
ſtroke) and give me leave to aſk you A few 
queſtions. Though ſhe has played me ſuch a 
baſe trick, I preſume I have a right to demand 


which her long illneſs and burial have coſt me; 
and for which, you muſt be ſenſible I have re- 
ceived no conſideration; . You appear to be a 
perſon of character, and as ſuch I r a direct 
and candid anſwer from you.“ 

*< I am glad, fir, (anſwered the lawyer) 
that you fee reaſon to entertain a better opinion 
of me, than you were pleaſed to expreſs alittle 
while ago; but I cannot give you ſuch an an- 
ſwer as will be very pleating to you. Tou fay 
you have received no conſideration ; pray, fir, 
did not the lady cohabit with you, both before 
and during her illneſs? Now, fir, light as you 
may make of ſuch a matter, the law admits 
of ſuch cohabitation as a valuable conſidera- 
tion, not only for whatever expences à man 
may be at while it continues, but alfo for the 
recovery of a promiſcd maintenance, after it 
ceaſes :. and therefore you. can have no right to 
expect payment, eſpecially as you buried her of 
your own free will, and without confulting her - 
heir. If you have any farther commands, 
will wait upon you when you pleaſe; but at 
preſent I am in haſte. A gentleman waits for 
me at the coffee-houſe. Sir, your ſervant.” 

It is impothible to deſcribe the captain's ſitua- 
tion at the diſcovery of ſuch à baſe de- 
ceit. He railed at the whole ſex in the gro- 
ſeſt terms, and curſed his own e for 

ing 
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being made a dupe to one of the moſt infamous 
of them. 

When he had vented. the firſt maGurs of 
his rage in this manner, it occurred to him, 
that the whole might poſſibly be a contrivance 
of the ſiſter's — her lawyer, who having 
ſome way learned that he was out that day, 
fixed upon it as a proper time to-date oo 
pretended will. 

But this conjecture was ſoon overturned, up 
on examining his ſervants, who all informed 
him of the nurſe's having gone out immediate- 
ly after him, and brought their miltreſs's filter, 
with that very perſon, and three more whom 
they did not know, who were ſhut up in her 
room a conſiderable time, and went r but 
juſt before he returned. 

Diſappointed in this hope, he went directiy 
to an attorney of his acquaintance, in whole 
judgment he had a confidence, to try if there 
was not ſome redreſs in the law for ſo groſs an 
abuſe as he had ſuffered ; but he had the mortit» 
cation to find, that he malt ſubmit to the whole, 
and be ſatisfied with the Eck of his beloved's 
hair, though he wanted not that legacy to keep 
her eternally in his remembrance. 

Well, (ſaid my guide, as ſoon as this ex- 
traordinary ſcene was ended) what is your opt- 
nion now of the virtues of a proſtitute? Their 
profeſſion is, to pretend regaids they never feel 
2nd you ſee ſhe has preſerved a perfect unifor- 
mity of character to the end of her life; and 
vet ſhe was one of the moſt remarkable of them 
2:1 for the virtues you mentioned. As to 
her lover, baſe as her treatment of him was, he 
Crew it upon himſelf, by his infatuated — 
6 
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and deſerved to be deceived for placing confi- 
dence in a woman whoſe whole life he knew to 
have been a ſeries of deceit. What is the mat- 
ter? You ſeem ſurpriſed at ſomething.”—— 

O gracious ſpirit, (anſwered I) what can 
this mean? We have attended the progrels of 
this laſt ſcene through a ſeries of many days; 
and yet I fee all the other objects round me 
exactly in the fame ſituation. as when it began. 
How can this be? Have their actions been ſuſ- 
pended, till we ſhould be at leiſure to attend to 
them?“ f | 
- «< Your ſurprize (replied he) is natural. You 
judge according to the mode of man's concep- 
tion, 'whoſe limited faculties are incapable of 
comprehending things at once ; and therefore 
are ob'iged to receive them in a low fuccethon, 
which you call time. But beings of a'ſuperior 
nature are not under that difadvantage. Our 
powers are more extenſive; and the fhorteſt 
glance ſhews us the whole progreſs of the moſt 
complicated tranſaction, bringing all its parts 
together in one view before us. "This power I 
have for the preſent communicated to you, as 
] could not otherwiſe attend to give you the 
information you defire in the tedious courſe of 
human comprehenſion. But you will under- 
ſtand this better, when I tell you, that what 
ſeemed to you a 'eries of many days, in reality 
was not a minute, according to your manner 
of ſpeaking. Attention to this will prevent 3 
lixe ſurprize on future occaſions.” 


CHAP, 
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An account of an uni ver ſal genius. Same curioms 
ſecrets in the trade of an author ; with @ new 
way of replying to impertinent remarks. 


HILE I was reflecting on what my 
guide had juſt ſaid, + Turn your eye 
this way, (contined he) and obſerve that perſon 
yonder. He is one of the . inſtances of 
the danger of indulging an indiſcriminate deſire 
of praiſe; and being ſeduced by the firſt {miles of 
ſucceſs to form ſchemes for acquiring even 
the moſt imaginary pre- eminenee over the reſt 
of mankind. | 

« To underſtand the nature of the diſtreſs, 
which, as you ſee, corrodes his heart, and 
makes him incapable of enjoying the favours 
fortune has heaped upon him, it will be ne- 
ce(tary to take a ſhort view of his life, . + 
«© He was born in one of the lower ranks of 
the people, where neceſſity ſilences the voice 
of ambition, and obliges men to have recourſe 
to the more immediately uſeful arts, of induſtry 
and labour, to ſupply their own wants, and mi- 
niſter to the convenience of thoſe above them. 
But though the poverty of his parents pre- 
vented their extending their views beyond their 
own ſphere, in the way of life they propoſed-for 
him, a dawn of genius, which marked the. 
opening of his youth, prompted them to exert 
the utmoſt of their abilities in giving him the 
cit rudiments of a good education. | 
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C Such care, when dictated by prudence, and 
not the fond reſult of injudicious partial vani- 
ty, is ſeldom unſucceſsful ; though for a While 
it ſeemed to counter- act their principal deſign, 
by leading him into purſuits of a different na- 
ture from thoſe marked out for him, and mak- 
ing him deſpiſe and negle& the low illiberal 
profeſſion he was bred to. W 
gut one of thoſe lucky accidents which 
govern life, and ſhew the inſignificancy of hu- 
man forecaſt and wiſdom, effected what their 
moſt ſanguine fondneſs could never have ſug- 
geſted the remoteſt hope of. 8 
- « After he had languiſhed for ſome years in 
obſcurity and indignant diſcontent at the ſe- 
verity of his fate, he happened one day, in a 
mixed company, which had met upon ſome 
public occaſion, to fit next to one of the moſt 
ingenious perſons of the age. 

The converſation in ſuch places general- 
ly turns on ſubjects the leaſt agreeable to men 
of reaſon; and is carried on with ſuch noiſe and 
confuſion, that, in their own defence, they are 
obliged to enter into private chat with thoſe 
next them, to avoid being applied to, if they 
appeared diſengaged. 

% Accordingly, the gentleman aſked him 
ſome of the common queſtions which lead in- 
to diſcourſe, deſigned only to conſume time; 
but he, ambitious of appearing to advantage in 
the eyes of a perſon of his character, ſoon took 
an opportunity to divert the converſation to 
thoſe ſubjects which he knew would be moſt 
pleaſing to him; in which he diſplayed ſuch ex- 
tenſive reading, ſuch delicacy of taſte, and 
depth of judgment, with ſo modeſt a — 
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in bis own, and ſubmiflive deference for the 


opinion of the other, that he politely invited 
him to his houſe, for the een of 1 een 


their acquaintance. 

« From that day, his proſpects bat to | 
brighten.” The r pleaſed with the 
2 of having reſcued a man of ſuch abili- 

from obſcurity, not only received him in- 
th the cloſeſt intimacy, but alſo introduced him 
to the knowledge of ſuch of the great as were 
moſt eminent for patronizing literary merit, 
whoſe favours in a manner prevented his very 
wiſhes. 2 

« The firſt advantage he took of this hap 
change was to quit the mean profeſſion he had 
been educated in, and enter into the moſt re- 
putable in which the abilities of the human 
mind can be exerted ; where the intereſt of his 
new friends ſoon crowned. his fame with the 
ſolid reward of an honourable and affluent eſta» 
bliſhment, 

During the life of his friend he preſerved 
his eſteem by the moſt artful and Jelicate ad- 
dreſs. Senſible of the implacability of lite- 
rary rivalſhip, he carefully avoided the par- 
ticular paths the other had advanced in to that 
envied eminence he now enjoyed, and to which 
he alſerted a kind of excluſie right, directing 
his ſtudies ſo different à way, that far from 
being jealous of an emulation, his friend 
the ſanction of his own moſt ſanguine 'appro- 
bation, to eſtabliſh his fame; and at his death 
gave the ſtrongeſt proof of his confidence in 
his abilities and integrity, by- entruſting him 
with the care of ſome of his works, which were 
not yet publiſhed, 
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_ <. $þ honourable à teſtimony eſtabliſhed hig 
reputation in the higheſt eſteem ;- but à yain 
ambition of appearing in the abſurd character of 
an univerſal genius ſoon precipitated * from 
this envied height. 

« For the reaſon of the reſerve Which ie 
hitherto kept him within his proper hound: 
being how removed, he reſolved to give his 

— full ſcope; and to ſhew that his taſte 
— the works of imagination was equal to his 
judgment in the abſtruſer purſuits of ſcience, he 
publiſhed a collection of eld ballads, with notes 


and emendations, critical and explanatory; in the 


courſe of which he diſcovered ſuch a contempt 
for the opinions of all other writers, and ob- 
truded his own with fuch an air of authority, 
without deigning even to give any reaſons in 
their ſupport, that he provoked the univerſal 
indignation of that irritable race ; one of whom, 
in particular, levelled the canons of ridicule 
againſt his work, in ſuch a ſpirited, - poignant 
manner, that, in deſpite of his confidence in his 
own opinion, and contempt for that of others, 


he was obliged to ſuppreſs it, at a "_ conlt- 


derable expence. 

The leaſt ſlip on the n of a precipice 
is dangerous. The firſt diſgrace he met in this 
affair gave his reputation a deep wound; and 
another work, publiſhed ſoon after, in which 
he advanced opinions contrary to-the-general 
ſenſe of mankind, and undertook to ſupport 
them, by arguments either trifling, or evident- 
ly ſubverſive of them, entirely ruined it for 
ever ; and he became of no more conſequence 
in the literary world than if he was actually 


dead. 
cc Hows 
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However, that very opinionated confidence 
which drew him into this diſgrace, prevented 
his ſinking under the weight of it; and enables 
him to look down with diſdain upon all who 
preſume to differ with him, without even 
vouchſafing to take the leaſt notice of their ob- 
jections. | ; 

« But under this appearance of unconcern, 
his heart is a conſtant prey to the pangs of dif- 
appointed ambition, and the moſt rancorous 
envy ; and he ſecretly deſcends to the meaneſt 
artiſices, to reſtore his loft credit, and deſtroy 
that of his hated rivals.” | ; 

Juſt as my guide had concluded his ac- 
count of this extraordinary perſonage, a man - 

entered to him, whom he ſeemed to have ex + 
peed for ſome time. I ſuppole, fir, (ſaid 
he, without deigning to take the leaſt notice of 
the profound reſpect with which the other ap- 
proached kim) you miſtook the time when I 
et you know I ſhould be at leiſure to ſee you; 
* you would not have made me wait this half 
our,” - ys M55 569 

I moſt humbly beg your pardon, fir, (an- 
ſwered the other) but I was delayed by an un- 
expected aftair. A particular friend of mine 
called at my ſhop, juſt as I was coming to wait 
upon you, to inform me, that there was a very 
ſmart pamphlet to come out in a day or two 
2yainſt your laſt book. As I happen to have 
connections with the printer, I went to him di- 
realy, and by much intreaty prevailed upon 
him to let me have one of them in ſheets, 
which I have here brought with me, in or- 

\ Cer that you may have an anſwer to it ready, 

before it can have done us much miſchief. 
5 Hete 
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Here it is! — Will you pleaſe to lock into 


1 
& No, fir! not I! (replied he) I am not xt 
leiſure to read ſmart pamphlets at this time” 
But, fir, (returned the other) conſider 
what a prejudice it may do your book.“ | 
A prejudice No, fir, that is impoſſible; 
(interrupted he peeviſhly) quite impoſſible, 
that a thouſand pamphlets, though never ſo 
ſmart, in your expreſſive phraſe, ſhould do any 
prejudice to that book. Nothing can do a pre- 
3 to that bock in the opinion of the 
Jearned and judicious,” FF: 
„ If they cannot do the book a prejudice, 
fir (faid the bookſcller, as he now appeared to 
be) I know to my coſt, that they can prejudice 
the ſale of it; which is fo heavy already, that 
I am like to be at a conſiderable loſs, if ſome- 
thing cannot be done to puſh it on. And for 
this purpoſe, I have here brought you all the 
books and pamphlets which have been writ- 
ten againſt it; and ſhall take it as a favour, if 
you will write a general anſwer to them all to- 
gether; in which it will not be amiſs, to throw 
in ſome perſonal reflections againſt the au- 
thors, that may provoke them- to reply; by 
which means a controverſy may be ſet on foot, 
that may raiſe a curioſity to read the boo. 
« Many a book is helped off this way, that 
elſe would have lain long enough upon hands. 
Nay, I know an author of eminence who al 
ways anſwers his own books, and then replies 
to the anſwers again, and both with ſuch ani- 
moſity, ſuch ripping and tearing, that one 
would ſwear they were written by the bittereſt 
enemies; by which management, he not only 


% 
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ſells his book, but alſo makes a good penny 


of the controverſy too | 
„Well, and pray good fir (anſwered the 
author, who had liſtened to him all this while 
with the greateſt appearance of indifference) 
what do you tell me this fine ſtory for? do 
vou want me to imitate the practice of your 
eminent authors??? = 
Pardon me, fir ! (replied the bookſeller) I 
would by no means give you that trouble. I 
am ſenſible your time is too valuable to be 
ſpent that way. But I hope you will think 
proper to anſwer the objections which have 
been made by others. Your own reputation, 
as well as my intereſt are concerned. You 
knew I paid you an high price for the copy, 
and have printed the book in the moſt ele- 
gant and expenſive manner, and it would be 
hard to let me loſe by it now.” ; 
I have told you often, (returned the au- 
thor haughtily) there can be no danger of 
your loſing. Such a book muſt neceſſarily ſell; 
and the attacks of thoſe inſignificant ſcribblers 
only prove its merit. Envy is always the ſha- 
cow of excellence. However, as you ſeem to 
be alarmed,at theſe anſwers, or whatever they 
oo called, to ſatisfy you I will reply to 
them.” | ko. : 
** dir, I am much obliged to you (ſaid the 
d okſeller, putting a parcel of books and pam- 
phicts out of his boſom and pockets) here 
they are. You fee there have been à good 
many nibbling- at you.“ 1 | +. 
© Pray, fir, (faid the author, with an air of 
diſguſt) do not give yourſelf the trouble of 
taking them out. I have no manner of occa- 
hon for them, 1 


116 THE REVERIE. 


I beg pardon, fir, (anſwered the'bookſeller) 
I did not know you had them. Then 1 will 
only leave this laſt, which you have not 
ſeen. ö „ Ge eng 
„ Sir, I have not ſeen any of them (replied 
the author) nor do I deſire to ſee them. Pra 
be ſo 2 to take them all away together. 
—< How, fir! I thought you faid you would 
anſwer them..“ True, fir. But I did not fay 
alſo that I would read them, I hope. Sir, —1 
do not underſtand you, fir. How can you an- 
{wer books, without reading them?“ 
„ dir, you aſk a great many queſtions. Why, 
ſir, I know that any thing written againſt that 
book muſt be nonſenſe, which I will ſay in the 
preface to another book I am now writing: 
and this will be a ſufficient anſwer,” “ And 
in the mean time, before that book comes out, 
_ will have damned the other eternally. Sir, 
— dir, — I beg pardon; but I cannot help ſpeak- 
I am much afraid that ſuch an anſwer 
will not be ſufficient. That— that --- that is 
only giving your opinion of your '6wn book.“ 
And pray, fir, whoſe opinion is better? 
who is a better judge? ”—< I do not ſay any 
one is a better judge, fir. But, fir, the public 
may require aaa more particular anſwer. 
If that would do, any author would ſay fo. 
much in defence of the worſt book that ever 
was written.” A e ITY 
„Well, fir, (ſaid the author, putting on a 
look of offended dignity) as I do not think 
that book the worſt that ever was written, 1 
ſhall not ſay any more in defence of it, let 
the public expect what they will. I am poſi- 
tive it muſt work its way, in ſpite of 4 ye 
= 1 2. 4 
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ad ſuch ignorant cavillers. But, to.makeſyou 
2 if i. ſhould not ſell, I will make 
the loſs to you. You ſhall not ſuffer. by it. 

« ] am much obliged to you, ſir (anſwered 
the bookſeller, making a moſt profound re- 
verence) That is ſuffecient, full ſufficient. Þ 1 
hope 70 are not: offended at my anxiety, I 
would by no means. | 0 
« Pray, fir, (replied the author) let me: 


no more of it. If you are ſatisfied, I hope 
that is enough.” | 


+ = 


Ach 


C H A P. XXII. 


Extraordinary inſtances of one authors regard for 
the r e of another; with a ſhort met 
of filencing competitors for literary fame. 


HE adjuſting of this delicate affair diſ- 
pelled the cloud that hung upon their 
brows, and reſtored their mutual complaiſancy 
and good humour. 5 
I imagined, fir (ſaid the author, reachi 
the bookſeller his ſnuff-box, as a pledge of 
perfect amity) you muſt have- had ſome parti- 
cular buſineſs with me, by the earneſtneſs with 
which you defired to ſee me.” 
Sir (anſwered he) I wanted to beg your 
opinion of that manuſcript which I took the 
liberty to ſend you laſt week. The author 
called upon me yeſterday; and inſiſts upon 
having my definitive anſwer this afternoon.” 
— And pray what does. he aſk for that fine 
allair ? ”—* Sir, he ſays he will not abate of 


3 the 
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the price I wrote you word; which, high as it 
is, I think I had better give him, as his name 
will not fail to ſell the book.” 
„Sir, you know your own buſineſs beſt; 
but I am ſatisfied it can never ſell, and will. 
certainly ruin the gentleman's reputation: to 
prevent which, as I have a great regard for 
him, if I thought my- interfering in it could 
never come to his knowledge, I would even 
buy it myſelf, and burn it; by which means 
his neceſſities would he ſupplied, and his cha- 
racer ſaved.” 

„ You are very good, fir. . There are few 
who would be at ſuch an expence, to ſervea 
friend now a-days. As to his knowing any 
thing of the matter, I hope you are ſenſible 
you can depend upon me.” 

Then, fir, here is the money to give him. 
—*< The money, fir ! yes, fir, that is juſt the 
author's money. But pray what do you deſign 
to let me have, for my profit on it. You 
cannot expect that I ſhould buy and ſell, with- 
out ſome profit?“ | | 
Profit, fir! I did not imagine you could 
defire proht in ſuch an affair as this, where you 
have no trouble, nor run any riſk of loſs.” 
No trouble, fir | Dear fir, you little think 

what trouble I ſhall have with this gentlenian 
about the publication of this book ; nor how 
many evaſions and lying excuſes I muſt invent, 
to put him off. The generality of authors, it is 
true, give themſelves no farther trouble about 2 
book the moment they receive their copy-mo- 
ney. It is equal to them, whether it is burned 
or publiſhed. But this is a different caſe. This 


gentleman expects to cſtabliſh a character by his 
works.” « Well, 


yy 


— 
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« Well, fir, and what profit do you ex- 


* | e 
„ Why, fir, every thing being conſidered, 1 
cannot poſſibly let you have it for leſs than as 
much more as the author gets. 

« How, ſir! as much more as the authdbr 
gets! is not that a very unreaſonable de- 
mand ?” | | 5 Chew 54 

« Not at all, fir. Not in the leaſt. But if 
you think it is, I am far from preſſing you to 
give it. It is paying very dear, to be ſure, for 
doing a man a piece of ſervice; and I ſhall 
loſe conſiderably alſo, by obliging you. Why, 
ſir, there is ſuch an expectation of this book, 
that the common number of a firſt edition is 
beſpoke by the trade already. In ſhort, I do 
not know what I may loſe by parting with it. 
As to its being double what the author gets, 
that is no rule. What authors get is_but a 
trifle, in compariſon of the profits of a 
book. The gentleman had but an hundred forthat 
atheiſtical book you anſwered ; but the book- 
ſeller made a good thouſand of it. I was very 
unlucky in miſting that book.“ | 

„ hope, fir, the anſwer made you amends, 
You paid no ſuch price for that; and chriſtian 
charity will not Jet me doubt its ſelling better 
than ſuch a vile book. The age, bad as it is, 
cannot be ſo depraved as to prefer that book to 
the anſwer,” ; | 

„ Alack a day, my dear fir. The anſwer 
was quite another ſort of thing. It never fold 
at all. No body had the leaſt deſire to read the 
anſwer.” | | 

That is very odd! very odd indeed! Well, 
ir, I ſhall not diſpute with you. Here is the 


money.” Sir, 


4 RI 
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„ Sir,. I thank you. But that is right ! Have 

ou heard, fir, that the gentleman who wrote 
at other book, the firſt edition of which 1 

bought up for you, along with the right of co- 

py, from, the publiſher, and ſold again for 


ydur account, to the paſtry-cooks and chand. 


ers ſhops as waſte paper, has written ans- 
ther on one of the molt intereſting ſubjects that 
can be conceived, which he deſigns to publiſh 
himſelf ;' as the trade, prejudiced by the ſup- 
poſed miſcarriage of the former, have refuſed to 
give him his price for it.“ n 

« Obſtinate, ſhameleſs wretch! To write 


again, after ſuffering ſuch a diſgrace ! But is 
there no way to prevent his expoſing himſelf in 


this manner ?” 

«© No, fir, but by buying his books from 
him, which, as I ſaid before, is a very dear 
of doing him ſervice; eſpecially as his pride 
makes him hold it at a very high price, to 
ſhew that he is not conſcious of any demerit to 
have deſerved the former diſgrace.” 

& Opiniated coxcomb ! However, I will dif- 
appoint his vanity, at leaſt for this time; fo 
even buy it for me as cheap as you can: and 
I hope you will not defire any profit in this 
affair.” | 

«© Only the allowed profit of the trade. Fen 

cent, no more; though you mult be ſen- 
fible, that as the failure of the former book pro- 
ceeded not from any want of merit in it, I 
might reaſonably expect to make much more 
by publiſhing this myſelf. There is another 
affair, that gives me a great deal of uneaſineſs. 
The author of that book in which you fhade 
the alterations called at my ſhop yer — 
* 
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abuſed me in the groſſeſt manner, charging the 
miſcarriage of . book entirely on ut day” | 
threatening to take perſonal revenge of me, if I 
did not diſcover who had ſerved him in fo baſe 
a manner. I put him off for that time as well 
as I could, by declaring that I knew nothing of 
the matter, and would make the ſtricteſt en- 
quiry about it; but what to ſay to him when 
he calls next I know. not, as I imagine you - 
would not have your name mentioned.” 

« Ignorant blockhead ! The only merit in 
the book is in thoſe alterations. No! my 
name muſt not be mentioned by any means ; 
and your beſt way is to inſiſt that you know 
nothing of the matter ; and if he gives you any 
abuſe, or offers to threaten, you, put him into 
the hands of a lawyer, and he will ſoon make 
him quiet.” EE EIT * 

Indeed, I believe that is the only method 
of getting rid of him. Sir, I wiſh you a good 
morning. I ſhall obſerve every thing you have 
{aid to me.“ | actin 

As ſoon as he was gone, the other began to 
reflect upon the tranſactions of the morning, 
“Well, (ſaid he, after muſing for ſome mo- 
ments) if I do pay ſomething. dear for thoſe 
books, I remove two formidable rivals with- 
out any more trouble; and not that only, I 
can alſo take what I like out of them, and in- 
ert it in my own works; in doing which there 
is nothing unfair, as my buying them has made 
them abſolutely my owa property. As to an- 
ſwering thoſe pamphlets, it is by no means 
worth my while. I will not immortalize ſuch 
paultry ſcriblers, by taking any notice of them. 
Had Virgil treated Bewas and Maevius with 

To. 1, | G proper 
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proper contempt, their names had periſhed with 


themſclves, and not been handed down to lateſt 
HO? in bis works.“ 


CHAP. XXIV. 


A rare example of modefly and reſpect, on a muſt 
trying occaſi you. 14 fure way of getting a god 
character; Kr ome ſhort reflections on literary 
ambition, and other mare Hi matters. 


8 he was in the midſt of this modeſt me- 
ditation, a ſervant came to let him know 
that a particular gentleman was come to wait 
upon him. Shew him into the parlour (ſaid 
he) I am engaged at preſent. When I am at 
leiſure to ſee him, I will ring.” 
He is come (continued he, as ſoon as he 
was alone) to inſult me with the ſucceſs of his 
infignificant, triling book. But, I will mor- 
rify bis pride; he fhall ſee that 1 am not in the 
number of his fooliſh admirers.” 
Saying this, he fell into a ſilent contempla- 
tion of his own conſequence, which he in- 
dulged ſo long, that his viſitor ſhewed the height 
of complaiſance, in waiting for him. 
At length, however, the important bell rung, 
and he was admitted; when advancing with a 
profound reverence, I have made bold to wait 
upon you, fir, (ſaid he) to impart an affair 
that I hope will not be unpleaſing.“ 
Pray, fir, what may that be?“ (anſwered the 
other, without deſcending from his dignity, by 


making any return to his ſalute.) 
6 Sir, 
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« Sir, (replied he, rubbing his hands, and 
looking at them, as if to admire their white- 
neſs) I have a very advantageous offer made 
me, to write a ſecond part to my laſt book; I 
ſhould be glad to know in what particular 
manner you would have me mention you in it.? 
Mention me, Sir! I do not underſtand you.” 
« ] mean, Sir, what you would have me fa 
of your works, as I deſign to take notice of all 

the eminent writers of the times. 

« Sir, I am obliged to you for your inten- 
tion to pay me a compliment; but I had much 
rather you would let it alone. I have no am- 
bition to be claſſed among your eminent writers, 
nor even mentioned in their works. - I would 
gladly have excuſed it before.” 

] hope you do not think it a diſcredit, fir, 
to be ſpoken of in a work that has ran through 
fifteen editions?“ | | 

„The number of editions is moſt certainly 
an excellent proof of the merit of a book; wit- 
neſs Onania, and the Pilgrim's Progreſs. In- 
deed, my friend, I muſt be candid with you. I 
had much rather that book had never been pub- 
liſhed, for your own ſake. I know the breath 
of preſent approbation is apt to intoxicate; but 
if you will make an eflimate of the manners and 

Principles of the times, you will own that it 
implies a difcredit to pleaſe ſuch an effeminate 
debauched taſte as reigns at preſent ; and that 
no work which ſucceeds now can poſſibly meet 
the approbation of poſterity. And who would 
be at\ the pains of writing, if it were not for 
the hgye of making his name immortal? 

All, fir, have not the ſame ſublime way 
of thinking, nor the abilities to execute itz 
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which you are bleſſed with; but that muſt not 
make us neglect to improve the talent given us. 
Preſent fame in ſuch matters as theſe is preſent 
profit; and that is the firſt object to be deſired 
in my humble ſtate. For the opinion of poſte- 
rity, I muſt rely upon the manner in which you 
ſhall pleaſe to mention me in your works: but 
there is one thing in which I muſt have ex- 
preſſed myſelf imperfectly, as you ſeem to have 
miſtaken my meaning. When I mentioned 
eminent writers, I was far from deſigning to 
rank you in a claſs.with any other. ere are 
degrees in eminence; the firſt of which, I an 
ſenſible, you poſſeſs alone, and that in fo diſ- 
tinguiſhed a manner, that your writings only 
are ſufficient to vindicate the age from the re- 
proach of ignorance and barbariſm. The emi- 
nence of other writers is only in compariſon to 
the common herd of mankind, and raiſes them 
not to a level with you, there ſitting where 
they dare not ſoar.” 
„Well, fir, if you think my name will be of 
ſervice to your book, I am ſatisfied that you 
ſhould infert it; and, to ſave you, trouble will 
write that part myſelf, as I did on the former 
occaſion. But, pray fir, do you not think it 
neceſſary to anſwer the objections made to yout 
laſt book before you write another an the ſame 
jubject?“ s * 
No, fir, not in the leaſt; I intend to fol- 
low your example, and take no notice of them.” 
But ſir your caſe and mine are quite 
different. My works are deſigned for ſuture 
ages, and therefore cannot be affected by ſuch 
feeble attacks. But yours, which are but the 


bloſſoms of a day, are liable to be blaſted 7 I 
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every breath of wind. The deep-rooted oak 
feels not the breeze that overturns the gawdy, 
tulip.” | 9 

a Pardon me, fir, I preſume not to make 
any compariſon. I am juſtly ſenſible of the dif- 
ference, However, as I do not find that they 
have been able to do me any prejudice, I ſhall 
tike no trouble about them. You will pleaſe 
to let me have your account of your own 
works as ſoon as you can, as I ſhall ſend the book 
to preſs-directly. Sir, your moſt humble ſervant.” 

There was ſomething ſo deſpicably mean and 
diſingenuous in theſe laſt ſcenes, that I was 
really glad when they were ended. 

% You fee (faid my guide ſmiling) how low 
ambition can ſtoop, Of all the paſſions which 
actuate the human heart, the ſtronzeſt and moſt 
univerſal is the love of fame, next to thoſe of 
ſelf-preſervation and continuing the ſpecies ; 
both of which even it often ſurmounts. | 

« To this in fome, however miſtaken ſenſe, 
may every purſuit of man be traced. The fe- 
lon who fired the temple had the fame deſire of 
an immortal name with him whofe better ge- 
nius prompted him to build it; and moſt of the 
atrocious crimes which difgrace the hiſtory of 
mankind, may in ſome meaftre be deduced 
trom the ſame principle. | 

“But of all the inſtances of the tyranny of 
this paſſion, the moſt violent and at the fame 
time the moſt abſurd in its effects, is liter 
ambition. | | | 

* The obvious motive of a perſon's under- 
taking the Jaborious taſk of writing to the pub- 
lick, is a benevolent defire to promote their 
nappineſs, either by Nika the underſtand- 
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ing, or alleviating the cares and anxiety of liſe 
by rational entertainment.—I mention not thoſe 
whom neceſſity drives to this method of ſupply. 
ing their wants. 71 hs 
-«« But there are very few who write from this: 
motive alone; and even of thoſe who may have 
originally ſet out with it, ſcarce one perſeveres 
without yielding to biaſſes of a nature directly 
contrary, and facrificing the moſt ſacred prin- 
ciples of ſtrift and moral virtue to a vain luſt of 
popular admiration, and a jealous enyy of his 
competitors ; the virulence of which not only 
poiſons the enjoyment of that fame which he 
has already acquired, but alſo precipitates him 
into ſchemes for engrofling more, which diſ- 
appoint his deſign, and deprive him of what 
he really deſerves.” 3 | 
«© Of the juſtice of theſe obſervations (ſaid I) 
this perſon is a ſufficient proof; but there is 
one thing the reaſon of which I cannot com- 
prehend, and that is the ſervile complaiſance 
with which the other author bore his haughti- 
neſs, and the fulſome adulation he paid him in 
return of his inſults and contempt.” Ä 
„ You may remember (anſwered he) I told 
you he was advanced to an honourable eſtabliſh- 
ment in his profeſſion. In virtue of that eſta- 
bliſbment he has many opportunities of pre- 
ſerring others to very lucrative employments 
under him. This is the ſecret motive of that 
behaviour, in them both, which gave you ſuch 
juſt offence. | 
<« Of all the profeſſions of men, there is not 
one whoſe principles are ſo pure from every 
reproach of this kind as this; yet ſuch is the 
force of human perverſion, that there is 1 8 
; hien. 
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which thoſe vices of ſervility and pride are ſo uni- 
verſally practiſed; and that with ſo little diſguiſe, 
that, as if the very inſtitution was inverted, - the 
former is become the general means of rifing in 
it, while the latter is looked upon as the firſt 
prerogative of power, and borne with patience, 
from an hope of exerting it on that exaltation 
which all alpire to; for, however ſtrange it 
may ſound in ſneculation, experience invaria · 
bly ſhews that meanneſs and pride ſpring from 
the ſame baſe principle, and always ſucceed 
each other on a change of circumſtances.” - 


S 999 Gesees 
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The pleaſures of being a great man. Myſteries in 
125 A dratun- battle leaves room for an- 
ther. Children and fools fall out at play, 


4 URN your eye now (continued my 
guide) to yonder little village, and be- 
hold a ſhadow of human grandeur, that may. 
enable you to form a juſt eſtimate of the ſub- 
ſtance, That perſon whom you ſee embarraſ- 
ſed with the enſigns of ſtate, and ſinking under 
the weight of bis imaginary importance, was 
one of the principal fervants in his maſter's houſe. 
<© So near à view of power fired him with an 
ambition to exert it himſelf, though in the moſt 
limited delegation. Accordingly, he. prevailed ' 
with his maſter to make him 1 of that 


manor where he now is; ſome. particular cir- ' 
cumſtances in the tenure of which oblige him 
ta indulge the tenants with all the pageantry of 
4 power, . 
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power, all the formalities of liberty, though 
without any of the real advantages of either. 

% Nor is the power entruſted to their tem- 
porary governors more ſolid. The ſervant of 
the fiverior ſervants of his maſter, he goes 
with his hands tied up; and acts à part pre- 
ſcribed for him, in which the leaft departure 
from his orders is immediately over-ruled, and 
his preſumption checked with a ſevere tepri- 


mand. | 
KSuch a mockery of command is the moſt 


painful aggravation of ſervitude, It is an in- 
fult that makes even wretchedneſs more wretch- 
ed. Let fo ſtrong is the vanity of the human 
heart, that the ineſtimable advantages of inde- 
pendence are daily ſacrificed to this worthleſs, 
empty ſhew. | 
Ho this mimic ſtate is {upported by thoſe 
monarchs of a day, and what pleaſure it af- 
fords to balance the pain of ſuck à tantalizing 
ſituation, you will ſoon ſee. But that you may 
more diſtinctly underſtand the ſcene, which is 
juſt ready to open, it is neceſſary to give you 
a general ſketch of the principal things upon 
which it turns. E 
I obſerved to you, that there are ſome 
particular circumftances in the tenure of this 
manor. The chief of theſe, and that on 
which all the reſt. depend is, that though 
© ſubordinate ta, and dependent on the principal 
« manor, in which the lord reſides, it is {tall à di- 
& flint? manor in itſelf, with à right te bald 
„ courts, and make laws, for its own government ; 
<< but that theſe laws are not to be of force, till 
they are approved of by the courts of the prin- 
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« cipal manor, which courts have alſo @ right to 
« make laws #0 bind this.” . 

The perplexity and contradictions in this 
complicated affairare too evident to require being 
pointed out; yet, far from ſtriving to remove 
them, in the proper t of this very 
perplexity conſiſts the whole myſtery of the po- 
liticks of this manor. 7 1 

For the ſtewards, and thoſe whom they 
can attach to their party by lucrative employ+ 
ments, always make a pretext of the articles of 

ſub:rdination and dependence, to oppoſe every at- 
tempt made in the court-leet by the apparenc 
friends of the manor, to promote its ſeparate 
intereſt ; as, on the other hand, thoſe friends 
eagerly catch at and inſiſt on the oppolite ones, 
of its being a di/tint? manor, and having a right 
of making its own laws, to embarraſs the ordi- 
nary courie of the goverament, and embroil the 
ſtewards with the people, by propeling laws in 
their conſequences deſtructive of that depen- 
dence; 'till, wearied out by finding that their 
labour is in vain, or (as is much oftener the 
caſe) obtaining ſome place or penſion, the real 
objects which they had in view, they at length 
drop their oppoſition, juſt in the critical mo- 
ment when it might have been expected to pro- 
cuce ſome important conſequences. 

+ Thus all things remain in their former 
ſtate of uncertainty and confuſion ; each party 
thinking they bave done enough in baffling the 
attempts of the other, and not abſolutely giving 
up the cauſe of contention, but leaving the held 
open for tuture diſputants, to try their fortunes. * 
on a more fayourable occaſion.” 


G5 2 


* 


130 THE REVER TE. 


« Tt muſt appear ſtrange to you, that the 
Reward ſhould be ordered to obſtruct the in- 
+ tereſt of a manor belonging to his lord. The 
whole ſyſtem of human politicks is incompre- 
henſible. The reaſon for-this conduct is this 
The ſituation of that manor is ſo convenient 
for commerce, and the other natural advantages 
of it ſo many, that they apprehend if it was not 
kept under by every diſcouragement and reſtrie- 
tion poſſibly reconcilable with the fainteſt ſha- 
dow of liberty, it would ſoon rival, if not run 
away with the trade of the principal manor, in 
which its wealth almoſt wholly conſiſts; and 
conſequently, as wealth is the foundation of 
power, in time ariſe above its ſubordination, 
and perhap3 ſhake off its dependence.” 

One thing, by the way, I muſt obſerve to 
you, which makes this conteſt ſtill more ex- 
oradinary ; this is, that it ſubſiſts entirely be 
tween the manors themſelves, the inhabitants 
being all connected by every tie of nature, 
thoſe of this manor, or their anceſtors, having 
all removed from the-principal one thither. 

« Such diſcouragements and reſttictions are 
not ſubmitted to without great reluctance bythe 
inhabitants, who cannot ſee themſelves cut off 
from making the proper advantages of the bleſ- 
ſings of nature, and languiſhing in unneceſſary 
poverty without repining, and indignation at a, 
treatment which appears to them equally in- 
grateful and unjuſt; as they have always pre- 
ſerved their filial duty to their mother-country 
untainted, and on all occaſions diſplayed the 
ſteadieſt attachment to its general intereſt, and 
to the family of the preſent lord.” - 
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4 Theſe natural ſentiments of the people are 
on every occaſion, inflamed to a degree of mad- 
neſs, by a ſet of men for that time called pa- 
triots, (J have told you the import of this. 
word as it is uſed at preſent) who, by pathetick 
harangues on fo favourite a. ſubject and pro- 
miſes of redreſſing thoſe grievances, gain their 
confidence ſo far as to be put at the head of a 
plauſible oppoſition to the meaſures of the ſtew- 
ard, which they perſiſt in till their zeal is. 
cured by a proper application, and they obtain 
the objects which they had all along in view. 

«© Thus, you ſee, the whole ſecret of theſe. 
diſputes conſiſts in pelting each other with a ſet 
of words which hav2 no determinate meaning, 
and are therefore uſed in different ſenſes by the 
oppolite parties, as occaſion requires; and that 
the controverſy may not be improperly be com- 
pared to a game of draughts, where a number of 
men are ſacrificed to raiſe one to power ; and 
when the game is ended all are promiſcuoully 
thrown by, and the antagoniſts part as good 
friends as ever. 

Hut there is nothing in theſe diſputes more 
unaccountable. to inexperienced reaſon, than 
the manner in which they are carried on. As 
the event of the game is always foreſeen, it * 
ſhould be imagined that they might play their 
cards coolly, and without: wrangling. about 
tricks which can make no alteration in the ſuc- 
ceſs. But the .conrrary is always the caſe; 
and no ſooner are they engaged, than, forget- 
ting that they ate only playing beety on both 
ſides, they fall together by the ears with the 
moſt virulent animoſity ; and dropping the mat- 
ter originally in diſpute, break out into the 
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groſſeſt outrages of perſonal teflefion and 
abuſe, as if the ſole point to be gained was only 
who ſhould make their antagoniſts appear in 
the blackeſt light. * E 
<« Horrid as this more than brutal ferocity 
appears, it ariſes from that fource of all evils, 
intereſted deſign. The wotthy patriott are ſen- 
fible that every ſtroke they give the ſuppoſed 
« Oppreflors, affords the malignant pleaſure of re- 
venge to thofe who think themſelves oppreſſed; 
with whom it alſo confirms their intereſt, by 
leſtening their fears of a reconciliation,. which 
they know by ſad experience is always made at 
their expence; as the oppoſite party retort the 
abuſe thrown upon them with equal eaperneſs, 
to obviate the deſign of the others, and gratify 
a natural defire of revenge, and all without the 
leaſt regard to truth or juſtice, 
Thus are the moft ſacred bands of ſociety 
broken, to ſerve a deteſtable purpoſe; and 
wounds given often to the pureſt characters 
impoſſible ever to be healee. 
+ You now ſee what a deſirable object this 
14 ſhadow of power is. Indeed the diſagteeable 
circumſtances which attend it are ſo many, and 
ſo ſoon diffipate the intoxication of vanity, that 
very few would groan under them for the ap- 
pointed time, if their reſolution was not ſop-_ 
| ported by a proſpect of gain, of which, though 
a1 none ever ſtood in leſs need, not one ever was 
| more greedy than this perſon before us, whoſe 
own private conduct has alſo aggravated all the 
unavoidable inconveniences of his ſituation, and 


made it many times more diſagreeable than it 
need to be. | 
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„ For as the nature of his office neet | 
_ embroiled him with the greater part of the te- 

nants, ſo the haughtineſs of his behaviour has 
given ſuch offence even to thoſe whoſe intereſt 
it is to be upon good terms with him, that moſt 
of them have dropt all* friendly intercourſe. 
Nay, ſome have gone ſtill farther, and, in the 
warmth of their reſentment, threatened to call 
him to a fevere account for fome flights; they 
apprehend he has offered to their privileges, 
of the honour of which they are jealous to a 
degree of madneſs, as ſoon as he hall be di- 
veſted of his aſſumed character, and defeend in- 
to his own : a threat equally diſagrecable to 
the delicacy of his honour and his eonſtitu- 


tion.“ 


2808888888888 
CHAP. xxvl. 


A good way to make up for a bad market. b 
ries of flate-preferment. Servants muſt not ad- 
viſe their maſters. The comfortable cls of mo- 
dern honour. An heavy cloud gathering. 


A* ſoon as my guide had concluded this ac- 
count, I turned my eyes to the perſon - 
who had given occaſion to it. He was fitting 
in a ſumptuous apartment, and by the anxiety 
in his looks ſeemed to be waiting for ſome body 
on buſineſs of importance. 3 
1 had not obſerved him long when the one 
ie expected entered, and advancing to him 
with an air of familiarity, which ſeemed to 
, agree 
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agree but badly with the difference in their ap- 
pearances, Well, fir, (ſaid he) I have. feen 
thoſe people, but do not find that any of them 
care to deal with us, though I offered them 
Jumping penny-worths; for I never liked to 
ſtand higgling for a triſle one way or the 
other.“ s 
„What can be the meaning of this? (an- 
ſwered the ſteward) I thought thoſe things were 
always ready money ; none of my 
ever miſled felling them.” 
« Very true, fir; (replied the other) but 
they had better times; better times to make 
their markets in. At preſent every one is ſo 
taken up with the diſputes in the court-leet, 
that they can mind nothing elſe. I wiſh all 
thoſe patriets, and all the patriots that ever were, 
or ever will be, were at the devil. They do 
nothing but make diſturbances wherever 
are. The brokers, who uſed to find out 
tomers for your predeceſſots, imagine that thoſe 
fellows will carry every thing before them this 
time; and therefore do not care to meddle with 
the affair, for fear of being. ht into 2 
ſcrape with ſuch a ſpiteful crew ; and even the 
mob is ſo ſtrongly feized with this fame ſpirit 
of eter, that the very toll-gatherers have 
refuſed to buy a clerk-ſhip of the market; nor 
has one of the militia men bid a ſingle p=nny 
for that vacant halbeit; io that if it were not 
for what we got by the ſale of thoſe vicarages, 
we ſhouid have made a damned bad hand of u 
indeed.“ ö 
„This is bad luck; (returned the ſteward, 
ſhrugging up bis ſhoulders) damned bad luck; 
but we mult try to bring & up ſame CUTS 
4 7 
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My wife was ſpeaking to methis morning about 
a ſcheme ſhe has got in her head, of inviting 
all her female acquaintances to make a party at 
Les every ſunday evening, when ſhe does not 
fear ſtripping them of- — 4 penny in their 
pockets, by her dexterity at packing the cards, 
and flipping Pam. Now, I think it would be 
no bad addition to her ſcheme for me to get 
the men together at the ſame time at dice, 
when Þ your old trick of cogging might be of 
rare uſe; eſpecially as I ſhould be ready towit- 
neſs for you upon all occaſions, and even bear 
you through by my authority, ſhould you be ſo 
unlucky as to be caught. Eh! what do you. 
think of this?“ 
Why, faith, (faid-the other) very well. It 
may do very well. -As to my being catched, let 
me take care of that. I have not practiſ d ſo 
long among the experteſt hands in the county- 
town, to be catched now by a parcel of coun- 
try- bumpkins. Or, even if any of them ſhould 
tuſpet me, I know how to bring myſelf of. 
I: is but pretending to be affronted, ſtripping 
directly, challenging bim to hight, and before he 
can de on his guard, hitting him a plump in the 
bread-baſket, that ſhall make him throw up his 
accounts; and I'll: be will have but 
very little ſtomach ts accuſe me after. — 
2 ſcrape of the kind have I buſtted- 
this manner, where a faint-hearted below would 
have confefled the fact, and been dipped in an 
horſe-pond. No! No! Let me deal with them. 
Napy, for that matter, you know I can 
others off too, — Yew would not 
care eſcaped with a little dry drubbing that day. 


if. 
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fence. . fight.” E 
„Well, (interrupted the ſteward, who did 
not ſeem much pleaſed with the latter part of 
his ſpeech) but muſt we let thoſe fellows, thoſe 
patriets, go on thus, without. oppoſition? Is 
there nothing to be done to ſtop them!? 

Why, aye! (ſaid the other) that is juſt 
what I was going to mention. 1 think the beſt 
way is for me to go down directly to the court- 
leet, which is now fitting, and try what a little 
bullying will do, fince fair words have failed. 
I have known a kick and a cuff prevail more 
than an hundred fine ſpeeches before now. If 
they ſhould run reſtive, I am not afraid to take 
a bout with the beſt man among them. I have 
not forgot my old knack at a croſs- buttock yet; 
that I have not.— But, that's right! What 
do you deſign to do about that place of keeper 
of the court-rolls ! I have a thought juſt come 
into my head, that may perhaps be better than 
giving it to any of thoſe fellows. What do you 
think of giving it to me, and I will return you 
half the profits; or, if I can ſell it, half the 
purchaſe- money? 

« Give it to you! (anſwered the ſteward) 
How can that be? You are no lawyer; and 
you know that place has always been in the 
hands of one of that profeſſion. The laſt was 
reckoned the ableſt attorney in the whole 
country.” | 

If the laſt was an able attorney, (replied 
the other) his predeceſſor knew no more of the 
matter than myſelf; fo that we can eaſily get 
over that objection.” 4 


« But 
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« But then, your offer is quite too low; (ad- 
ded the ſteward) half the profits or half the 
purchaſe-money |! No! no! That will never 
do. But if you have a mind to take it at one 


ſourth of the proſit, or purchaſe, you ſhall even 


have it z and ſhould conſider that this is 
juſt ſo much for nothing; all clear gains. 
„With all my heart, (ſaid the other) be 
that as you pleaſe. I mentioned it ſolely for 
your advantage, as you are not likely to make 
any thing of it, as matters go. I had no view 
to myſelf at all in propoſing it. Well; now 
r you have nothing elſe to ſay to me, I will go 
and ſez what I can do at the court-leet.” | 
«+ Nothing (anſwered the ſteward). but to 
in you ſucceſs : and, do you hear !, let me 
er you as ſoon as you return. I ſhall be im- 
patient to know what paſſes. 89383 
As ſoon as this neceſſary perſon was gone, 
the ſteward began to prepare for the reception 
of 2 viſitor, who was to be treated with a little 
more ceremony. 82 
This was one of the principal gentlemen in 
ge manor, in whom age had cooled every paſ- 
bon but that of attachment to his iatereſt, in 
witch he was now fo cloſely connected with 
tte ſteward for the time, though he had. long 
»<en one of their warmeſt oppoſers, that, with- 
vut the leaft attention to their perſons or private 
charactets he affiſted to carry on the buſineſs of 
bis office with all his power. 
The pains which the ſteward took upon this 
portant occaſion were ſufficient to have made 
izughter burſt his ſides. He placed himſelf be- 
fore a large glaſs, where he adjuſted his dreſs, 
moulded his viſage into due dignity, and * 
9 
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tiſed the nod of ſtate with a proper mixture of 


condeſcenſion and pride. "(3-46 

Juſt as he had finiſhed conning over his lef. 
ſon, the gentleman entered, and paying bis 
compliments to him in a polite and reſpectſul 
manner, which the other returned with more 
than Spaniſh gravity and pride, -I am come, 
fir, (ſaid he) to talk to you about thoſe people 
who have given you ſo much trouble ever 
fince you have been in your preſent office; I 
am afraid you have not taken the proper me- 
thod of treating them. I am well acquairited 
with their tempers, and know what way they 
are to be managed. It is better to comply a 
_ Hittle with a ſet of wrong-headed men, than be 
continually involved -ia broils, which at beſt 
can bring nothing but vexation.“ | 

„% Comply with them, fir! (anſwered the 
ſteward; putting on an air of importance) No, 
fir; that I ſhall not. I know the dignity of 
my ſtation, and ſhall never debaſe it by making 
compliances with a beggarly mob.“ 

« Sir! fir! (replied the other) —— 
ſpeaking may do you much harm. In this ſam 
beggarly mob are many perſons upon a- level 
with any man in his private capacity, and who 
are ſo * from begging from others, that all 
they deſire is to keep their own. I have ſeen 
too much of theſe diſputes, and know by ex- 
perience that nothing is to be done with theſe 
people but by fair means. You may buy, 
but can never bully them into any thing. In 
a word, ſir, you are ſent to do your lord's bu- 
fineſs ; which you muſt be content to do in the 


beſt manner you can.“ | 


«.]; 
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« [ believe, fir (returned the ſteward, ſwell- 
ing his noſe like an' angry 2 you 
forget whom you ſpeak to, or you would not 
preſume to talk in ſuch a manner. The bufi- 
neſs muſt be done by thoſe who are hired to 
doit, who muſt work for their wages as they 
are ordered, whether they like it or not. Now, 
fir, as you are one of thoſe, l A that I want 
our obedience and not your advice; and that 
if any thing miſcarries, I ſhall impute the fault 
to you, and ſtrike you off the liſt. ] ſuppoſe 
you have a private underſtanding with, thoſe 
fellows, that makes, you ſo ſanguine in their 
behalf; but you muſt remember that you are 
not at the head of your mob now; there- 
fore muſt not think to parly with your maſters, 
and make conditions as you did then, The 
moment you capitulated you loft your conſequence 3 
=” now are no more than any common hire- 
if is impoſſible to deſcribe © the condition, 
into which this ſpeech threw the perſon to 
whom it was addreſſed. Conſcious of the juſtice 
of what he ſaid, the baſe and deſpicable ſtate 
to which he was fallen ftruck him with the 
ſevereſt remorſe and anguiſh of ſoul. He ſtood 
for ſome moments in a conflict of paſſions, 
which deprived him of the power of making an. 
anſwer ; till impatience at the imputation of 
guilt, however juſt, by the falſe pride of man, 
called honour, riſing ſuperior to all the reſt, 
and taking poſſeſſion of his whole ſoul, he re- 
ſolved to do himſelf immediate j»/tice, for ſo, 
groſs an affront. 
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range apparition diſperſes the cloud. A new me- 

' thed of making a good. fieward. The perilous ad. 

ventures of the knight of the halter, . with ather 
ſavoury matters. f e 


JUST as he was going to execute this re- 
ſolution, open flew the door, and in ruſh- 
ed a perſon with an halter about his neck, and 
every ſign of the moſt violent fear in his whole 
appearance. His lengthened viſage was as pale 
as death. His eyes rolled wildly round the 
room, and his knees knocked together, as he 
ran and threw himfelf at the ſteward's feet, un- 
able to ſpeak a word. 8 Ar 
The ſteward, whoſe delicate nerves were 
inſtantly ſuſceptible of the leaſt affright, ſtatted 
back in horror from ſo terrible an object; and 
would certainly have fallen to the ground, had 
not the gentleman who was with him, forget- 
ting his reſentment, or thinking him beneath it, 
ran to his ſupport; at whoſe repeated deſite he 
ventured to lift up his eyes, when he made 
a ſhift to recognize his valiant friend, who bad 
left him not long before to go and bully the 
court-leet. | 
While he was gazing in aſtoniſhment at fo 
ſtrange a ſight, the terrified trembling wretch, 
though ſtill under the illufton of His fears, re- 
covered ſtrength enough to cry out, O fave 
me! fave me! They are coming! they are. 


coming.” 
c Such 
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Such an exclamation awoke the ſteward 
from his ſtupefaction. He took the alarm, 
and throwing his haggard eyes around the room, 
returned at the fame inſtant, in a feeble faul- 
tering voice, Wh— Nh. who are coming? 
There was ſomething ſo extraordinary in this 
ſcene, that the other gentleman, who was ready 
to burſt with laughter at the droll figure 
which the ſteward and his friend cut, ftaring 
and ſtammering at each other, could not tell 


what to make of it. * e 
d the fight. for ſome 


When he had enj | 
time, he ſpoke to. Knight of the Hal- 
ter, who was ſtill upon his knees with his 
hands joined together, and lifted up in a ſup- 
pliant poſture, and telling him his danger was 
over, be it what it would, he ſtooped to take off 
that apparent cauſe of his fear. 

But no ſooner did he touch it, than the other, 
whoſe imagination was ſtill full of the ſcene he 
had juſt gone through, miſtaking him for one 
of his purſuers, fell at length upon the floor, for 
he was unable to riſe, and roared out with all 
his might, O ſpare me! murder! merey ! 
ſpare me] ſpare me! I never will attempt the 
like again! never ſay or do any thing offenſive 
to the people, or prejudicial to the intereſt of 
this manor, while I live! O ſpare me! ſpare 
me | cad ab 

This exclamation, while it ſeemed to di- 
rect the gentleman's conjectures to the cauſe-of 
the wretch's fright, made him {till more ears 
neſtly curious to learn the particulars. of it. 
For this purpoſe he raiſed him from the ground, 
and by many ſoothing and encouraging expreſ- 
10ns, at length reſtored him to his ſenſes. 1 
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As ſoon as he had'recovered himſelf ſo a8 to 
be able to ſpeak, ** O, ſir, (faid he to the ftew- 
ard, who had' ſtood all this while ſtaring at him 
without power to utter a word] What have 1 
undergone ſince I ſaw you ? never will T enter 
that court-leet again, while 1'live,*I hope the 
doors of this houſe are ſhut, and that there is 
no danger of their purſuing me, even here,” 
Who ſhould purſue you, fir? (anfwered the 
gentleman, for the ſteward had not yet opened 
his mouth, and this ſpeech was far from reſtor- 
ing his fpirits) or what have'you undergone to 
put you in ſuch a fright? you fee you are ſafe 
here: no one dares to enter this place in pur- 
ſuit of you. Compoſe yourſelf then, dear fir, 
and tell us what has happened to you.“ 
The knight of the halter at this went to the 
door, and clapping his ear'to the key-hole, to 
liſten whether there was any noiſe, bolted it faſt, 
and then returned to the ſteward, who had by 
this time recovered himſelf ſo far, as to make 
a ſhift to repeat the defire of the other gentle- 
man, that he ſhould tell what had happened. 
As ſoon as I left you, fir (faidhe, throw- 
ing his eye every moment towards the door) I 
went directly to the court-leet, where I took 
the firſt opportunity to do as I had ſaid; for one 
of the jury-men happening juſt then to drop 
ſome expreſſions of diſlike at your manner of 
doing buſineſs, I took him up ert and ſaid, 
that he deſerved to be well drubbed for his in- 
ſolence, in preſuming to find fault with his 
maſter ; and that if they did not do their duty 
they ſhould be made to do it; or their courts 


ſhould be taken away from them; and their 
, ' | manor 


— * 
* 
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manor -governed by the laws of the principal 1 


manor, without all this fuſs and trouble. 

« At theſe words the whole court took fire, 
every one calling out to me at the ſame in- 
ſtant for ſatis faction. But I Was prepared for 


this, and therefore, to go through with my 


ſcheme, I reared out as loud as they, that 1 


was ready to the beſt man among them, 


in ſupport of what I had ſaid, and for a guinea 


by, if they pleaſed, and inſtantly began to 
ſtrip. . r | t al 
6 But they ſoon let me know that this was 
not the way of fighting they choſe; for, like a 
parcel of blood-thirſty villains, they inſtantly 
clapped their hands to their ſwords, ſaying, 
they ſcorned that vulgar manner, and expected 
the ſatisfaction due to a gentleman, which I 


might take my choice of ſword or piſtol, to 


give, as I liked. e ig ; 

„ But I begged their excuſe there. I liked 
neither: for, though I could give and take 
as hard knocks as the beſt of them, I knew 
nothing of their damned ſwords and piſtols ; I 
had never been uſed to them; and did not chuſe 
to run the hazard of loſing my life to learn 
now. I therefore thought it beſt to try if I 
could not ſatisfy them ſome other way; and 
accordingly as ſoon as I could be heard, begged 
their pardon if I had faid any thing to give 
them oftence, and promiſed to take better care 
for the future. _ 128. 

* The reaſon of this ſudden change in my 
manner of ſpeaking was too evident. They 
inſtantly turned from me with a contempt 
worſe than any thing but their anger; and I 
began to hope that. I ſhould come off with a 


ſpit 


* 
; 5 e 
— 
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ſpit in che face, or a kick on the breech at 


But unfortunately the affair had taken 
wind, and juſt as I was going to ſteal away, in 
broke the mob in the moſt violent fury; and 
while ſome of them laid hold of me, the reſt 
behaved in the moſt outrageous manner, railing 
at you and all your friends, and breaking open 
every room in the houſe in ſearch of you; - 

As they were at this work, ſome of them 
happening to find your ſteward's gown and cap, 
one unlucky dog ran out, and in an inſtant ro- 
turning with the great wooden-manthat you 
have ſeen ſtanding as a ſign at the ale-houſe 
door in the next ſtreet, they dire&ly-clapped 
your gown and cap upon it, and placing it in 
your chair at the upper end of the hall, called 
it by your name and faid, it was juſt as good a 
ſteward as your honour. 2 

<< There was ſomething ſo droll and ridicu- 
lous in the figure you cut 0 mean the wooden- 
man in your gown and cap) that provoked and 
terrified as I was, I could ſcarce refrain from 
laughing along with the reſt; eſpecially when 
one of them 4 behind the chair, made 
a ſpeech ſor you, that ſeemed to come from 
the wooden- man, and took off your voice and 
manner to the life. - 

But this was all a joke to what followed. 
For no ſooner were they tired with ridiculing 
and abuſing you in this manner, than turning 
all their rage upon me, they threw that halter 
about my neck, and led me away to hang me on 
that great high ſign- poſt before your door, where 
ſome of them had even the 3 to talk of 

hanging 


* 
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hanging you alſo, if ever they ſhould lay-hands 
n you.” oh | 
e But, luckily; juſt as we came to the fatal 
poſt, one of the jurymen, more moderate than 
the zeſt, and a great favourite of the mob, hap- 
pened to meet us, and, laying before them the 
conſequence of ſuch an action, by much a do 
procured me an opportunity to make m 
eſcape in hither; which I did in the manner 
you ſaw, without even ſtopping to take off the 
halter from about my neck, as [ imagined they 
were all at my heels. And I heartily wiſh, 
that lwe were well out of this damn'd riotou 
place; for I am very much afraid that now the 
mob is riſen, they will break into the houſe, 
and hang us all up.” | 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe the different ex- 
preſſions of fear which ſucceſſively appeared in 
the ſteward's face, while the other was telling 
this ſtory : juſt at the terrible concluſion of 
which, a cat happening to dart a- croſs the room 
after a mouſe, his apprehenſions immediately 
took the alarm, and imagining the mob was 
breaking in, he gave a loud ſhriek, and fell 
down in a ſwoon. 

The gentleman inſtantly ran to his affiftance ; 
but the moment he ſtooped over him, he re- 
ceived ſuch a favour from the effects of the poor 
man's fright, that he ſtarted back, and clapping 
his handkerchief to his noſe, ran to the other 
ſide of the room. 

The knight of the halter, who was now pret- 
ty well recovered, perceived what had hap- 
pened, and calling the ſeryants, gave their 
maſter into their care. 
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An appearance of danger the moſt convincing ar- 
gument. A flrange character of a flrange ſort 
7 people. The beſt foundation for popularity. 

he myſtery of patriotiſm, with ſome low preju- 
dices of education. 


HE firſt thing the ſteward did, as ſoon 
as he came a little to himſelf, and had 
got over ſome of the various effects of his fright, 
was, to fend for the gentleman, and tell him, 
that his confidence in his friendſhip was fo 
reat, he was reſolved to be guided entire- 
y by his advice for the future; and ac- 
cordingly he gave him power to make what 
terms he thought proper, with thoſe whom he 
had held in ſuch contempt but a few hours be- 
fore. | | 
The gentleman had now an opportunity of 
returning the haughtineſs with which the 
ſteward had treated him in the morning; but 
thinking that ſuch a manifold humiliation as 
he had undergone ſunk him beneath his reſent- 
ment, he ſcorned to take any farther advantage of 
it, than juſt to give him ſome advice, how to 
carry on the buſineſs of his office with lels 
diſgrace to himſelf, and leſs trouble to thoſe 
concerned with him, than he had hitherto 
. done. : | 


2 | Ac- 
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Accordingly, How, fir, (faid he) can ou 

condeſcend to take advice from me and | 
make compliances with a beggarly mob? 

« Dear Sir, (interrupted the ſteward, alarmed 
at his mentioning things which tended only to 
make matters worſe) do not think of any thing 

that is paſt ! I am ſorry, very ſorry !—and beg 
vour pardon molt ſincerely.” “ - 
ou defire me, fir, (replied the gentle- 
man, without deizning to take any notice of 
his apology) to bring about a reconciliation 
between you and thoſe gentlemen, on what- 
ever terms I think proper. Before any terms 
are offered, it will be neceffary to alter ſome 
things at which they have taken juſt offence. 
Till this is done, it is in vain to attempt a 
reconciliation ; or even ſhould a kind of one be 
patched up for the preſent, it is impoſſible it 
mould be fincere, or laſting ; and then, the 
jecond diſagreement will be worſe than the 
frit. | 

« Now, fir, if you are willing that I hould 
point out theſe things with freedom and can- 
dour, and will promite to alter them, in caſe I 
ſhew juſt reaſon for it, I ſhall moſt readily un- 
dertake to reſtore harmony between you and 
them yet; andam not in 1 any doubt, but I ſhall 
be able to accompliſh it.” 

«© My dear friend, (returned the Reward; . 
overjoyed at theſe words) { ſhall hear any thi 
you fay with the greateſt pleaſure, and wi 
e follow your advice in every parti- 
cular.“ 

I muſt inform you then, fir,” (faid the 
genileman) that you ſet out upon a wrong 
principle in your behaviour to the tenants of 


H 2 this 
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this manor, on your firſt coming among 
them ; and this laid the foundation of all the 
uneaſineſſes which have ariſen between you 
ſince. | | | 
The charaQteriſticks of theſe people are 
pride, hoſpitality, and courage; all which a 

natural impetuoſity of temper makes them apt 
to carry into extreams.“ 

* 'As moſt of them are deſcended from, or 
allied to the beſt families in the whole country, 
and as they enjoy, in appearance at leaft, the 
ſame honours and privileges here as the tenants 
of the principal manor do, though they are ſen- 
ſible that they want the eſſential part of them, 
which is power, they look upon themſelves as 
on a level with any of their lord's tenants, and 
are ready to take fire at the leaſt ſlight which 
they apprehend to be offered, either to them- 
ſelves or their darling privileges, 

As to their hoſpitality, it is acknowledged 
in terms of the higheſt reſpect, by all who have 
ever happened to come among them; and 
though they have not equal fortunes with you 
of the principal manor, the cheapneſs of their 
country, or their wanting opportunity to gra- 
tify many of the moſt expenſive artificial wants, 
which diflipate the wealth of the others, en- 
ables them to indulge the generoſity of their 
tempers in a manner which very few other peo- 

have any notion of; and for their courage, 
it is too well known all over the country, to 
require any proof. 123 

% Do not think, fir, that I am labouring an 
unmerired panegyrick on people, becauſe we 
happen to be of the ſame country. I am above 


' ſuch à vain, weak prejudice, and ſpeak my 
x . opinion 
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opinion as diſpaſſionately as I ſhould on any 
point of meer ſpeculation, = er 
« Far from being inclined to flatter them, I 
am ſenſible that theſe qualities are too often 
carried, as I have ſaid before, into an extream, 
which makes them ceaſe to be virtues; Their 
pride hurries them into violations of the moſt 
amiable of the ſocial virtues ; their hoſpitality 
ſwells into profuſion, and ends in intemperance 
and their courage, by being made ſubſervient to 
miſtaken notions of honour, on every trifling 
occaſion degenerates into a ſavage herceneſs 
that is a diſgrace to humanity. 
Now, fir, inſtead of paying attention to 
theſe foibles, (to call them no better) and at- 
taching them to you by a proper addreſs, as a 
moment's cool reflection would have ſuggeſted, 
by an unlucky miſtake you either overlooked 
them quite, or thought them not worth ſhew- 
ing any regard. : 
*© Thus you treated themſelves with haugh- 
tineſs, and ſhewed an open contempt for their 
idolized privileges. You-exprefled a diſap- 
probation of the hoſpitality with which they 
entertained you, and ran into the oppoſite 
extream yourſelf- to a ſhameful degree; and 
you affected to inveigh againſt the vicious ex- 
ceſs of courage, with an indiſcriminate aſperity 

that ſeemed to betray a general want of it. 
Conſider a moment, and you will confeſs 
that the conſequences of this conduct could 
not avoid being diſagreeable. They returned 
your haughtineſs with hatred. Your avowed 
contempt of their privileges alarmed their ap- 
prehenſions of an invaſion of them, and poi- 
loned the weapons they prepared for their de- 
H 3 fence z 
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fence; and the leaſt ſuſpicion of want of ſpirit 
ſinks a man into the loweſt degree of con- 
tempt. | 25 

I am ſenſible, fir, that it muſt be very diſ- 
agreeable to you, to hear theſe things. Be aſ- 
ſured it is not Jeſs ſo to me to repeat them ; but 
before a wound can be healed, it muſt be probed 

to the bottom. A falſe tenderneſs only pre- 
vents the cure. 

„What I would adviſe therefore is, that you 
ſhould/ immediately treat the gentlemen of the 
manor with politeneſs and reſpect, and as your 
equals, except in the office which you have the 
honour to fill: that you ſhould partake of 
their hoſpitality with an appearance of ſatisfac- 
tion, and return it with grace and magnifi- 
cence ; and that you ſhould take all oppor- 
tunities of rewarding true courage, to ſhew 
that your diſlike is only to the vicious ex- 
tream. ad | 
If you obſerve theſe few ſhort hints, I will 
engage that you recover the reſpect of the te- 
nants ; and then every thing you defire follows, 
I ſpeak from experience. F have known great 
things done, ſolely by this conduct. This was 
the ſecret that won one of your predeceſſors the 
hearts of the whole mob, and kept them ſo 
quiet all the time of the riots in the next ma- 
nor, by which he gained ſuch honour: and 
no one who has obſerved this rule has ever 
failed to do his buſineſs without trouble; as it 
obviates every attempt to make him perſonally 
diſliked, the firſt ſtep to embarraſſing his mea 

Oo. 9511 48925 
Nor is there any difficulty to diſcourage the 


attempt. Affability amply rewards itſelf in the 
pleaſures 
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pleaſures of friendly intercourſe, aud a proper 
politeneſs is the moſt certain way of preſerving 


reſpect. | 

« As for hoſpitality, it in ſome meaſure in- 
cludes every ſocial virtue, and yields ſuch hap- 
pineſs in the exertion, as often over-balances 
prudence, and leads into profuſion. | 


„At is inconceivable what extraordinary 
things have been and may be done, by this vir- 


tue only. It gains the moſt ſolid and ex- 
tenſive influence. No reſolution is proof againſt 
the pleaſures of a genial hour. Among theſe 
people in particular, the very exceſs of hoſpita- 
lity is of more weight than every other virtue, 
and even compenſates for the-want of all the 
reſt, Give them but drink enough, and do 
with them what you pleaſe. They can ſee no 
fault in the man who makes them drunk ; they 
will ſee no virtue in him who will not. | 


It was this, and this only, that enabled me 


to maintain ſuch an abſolute power over them, 
as I did for many years. My houſe was always 
open, and my table flowed with wine; but, 
when I had any point to carry, I broke through 
all bounds. preſſed them to drink; I ſet 
them an example myſelf; and in the height of 
their ſpirits never was refuſed any thing I aſked, 
however contrary to the dictates of reaſon, or 
intereſt, | 7 3 
In theſe unguarded moments, the charms 


of hoſpitality are irreſiſtible; nor will pride 
permit them to revoke in a cooler hour what 
they have then promiſed. The harangues of 
'rators, the promiſes of patriots, make no im- 
preſſion, unleſs the head is warmed with wine, 


to receive them with proper force. 


H 4 « As 


— 
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As for thoſe patriots, there is one unerring 
way of dealing with them. Treat them with 
complaiſance, and an appearance of regard, 
and you take off half their conſequence. The 
mob will immediately imagine, that there is a 
ſecret underſtanding between you and them, 
and deſert them with indignation; by which 
they will be obliged to ſubmit to your own 
terms, without even the trouble of a formal 
capitulation. | | 

«© For, to capitulate they always intend, be 
their profeſſions never ſo ſanguine and high, as 
ſoon as they have ſatisfied their paſſion for po- 
pularity, and their price is offered; being con- 
vinced that their oppoſition in reality ſigniſies 
nothing when combated thus with addreſs; and 
that their conſequence conſiſts merely in the 
want of judgment in their opponents, though 
- they are permitted to play out their, farce, to 
keep up an illuſion ſo pleaſing to the people, 
and ſave appearances. 

«© Theſe are the principal things neceſſary, 
indeed indiſpenſibly neceſſary, to carry you 
through your office with eaſe and reputation; 
though there are alſo ſome others which will be 
found very conducive to that deſirable end, and 
which I ſhall therefore take the liberty juſt to 
touch upon lightly. 1 032 

This manor, though it has made large ad- 
vances of late, is yet a century behind the prin- 
cipal one, in the refinements of luxury and li- 
berties of pleaſure. Many things therefore, 
which are conſtantly practiſed there, cannot be 
done among us, without hazard of giving of- 


fence to prejudiced weak minds. 


« One 


« One inſtance will be ſufficient; to prove 
this, and ſerve for a rule to judge by in othec 


cali 


pretty general here, and the forms of it there- 
fore neceſlary to, be obſerved with an appear- 
ance of reſpect, as the vulgar and ignorant are 
apt to entertain a diſadvantageous opinion of 
perſons who ſlight them. 9 

« For this reaſon the polite cuſtom of p/ay- 
ing at cards, on the days appunted for religiaus 
duties,, which prevails ſo univerſally among 
people of faſhion-with you, is looked upon here 
with a kind of horror, as a manifeſt violation 
of laws human and divine. I therefore think 
the public practice thereof improper, in your 
houſe eſpecially, to which all are apt to raiſe 
their eyes for example; not that I am inſenſi- 
ble of the convenience of ſuch an agreeable wa 
of paſſing a tedious evening, which ſuperſtition 
has devoted to idleneſs, Fe 25 

*« But, beſide this reaſon, there is another 
alſo, which makes gaming, not only on theſe 
days, but at any time, highly improper in your 
family. It is a maxim with gameſters always 
to deny their winnings, always to magnify their 
loſs. Now, when it is known that there is 
deep gaming carried. on at your houſe, When all 
who go there are heard to complain of their 
loſſes, and none to own their gains, the con- 
cluſion formed by the generality of the world 
will be very unfayourable. They will imagine 
that you do not play fair; or, at leaſt, thatyour 
expertneſs gives you an advantage, which it is 
ungenerous to take: and there is no ch; 
nich theſe low-bred people hold in greater de- 
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ES. Ka | id (3: 
« The belief of a revealed religion is yet 


* 
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teſtation than that of a gambler, or cheat at play, 
though in never ſo genteel life or high ſtation; 
with which their prejudice is ſo ſtrong, that they 
cannot aſſociate any one virtue, or good quality, 
I ſhall not trouble you with any farther 
particufars. I have now given you my advice, 
with freedom and ſincerity; and, if you approve 
of it, ſhall be proud of affiſting you to put it in 
practice.” 
GFSir, (anſwered the ſteward, who was now 
ſufficiently hambled to hear any thing, and had 
ſtood all this time, like a ſchool-boy that had 
been caught robbing an orchard, while his 
maſter reads him a lecture on the eighth com- 
mandment, without any other thought but getting 
out of his preſent ſcrape at any rate) I am much 


obliged to you for your friendſhip; and ſhall 


obſerve every thing that you have ſaid with the 
greateſt care. But, in the mean time, if you 
think it proper, I ſhould be very glad that you 
would take ſome method of letting thoſe people 
know my reſolution, and ſettling matters with 
them npon ſome amicable footing; for I can- 
not bear to live any longer in this horrid way. 
As I faid before, ſ ſubmit the terms intirely to 
you, and ſhall confirm whatever you pleaſe to 
= IF | # 

„ Such an unlimited commiſſion flattered the 
gentleman's vanity, as it proved his confequence 
with both fides. Accordingly he undertook it 
with pleaſure, and acquitted himſelf with ſuch 
addreſs, that in a ſhort time all parties appeared 
ſatisfied, and the ſteward had a proſpect of 2 
little peace to enjoy his grandeur, after ſo much 
Trouble and affright.” nnn 


CHAP. 
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0 1 A P. . XXIX. 985 | 
A famous war-ſcene; The modern art of general- 
oy A new method of reformation, tuith the 
lamentable” hiftory of a ponitential proceſſun. 
« He that's convinc'd againſt bis will ' - © 
« [; of his own opinion fill.“ | 


HOUGH the ſteward, to extricate him- 
ſelf from the difficulties in which he was 
entangled, had aſſented to every thing the gen- 
tleman propoſed, there was ſomething fo con- 
trary to his natural diſpoſition in the ſcheme of 
life laid down for him, that he very ſoon grew 
weary of it, and performed his part with ſuch 
a bad grace, as in a great meaſure deſtroyed the 
merit even of what he did. - | | 
While he was. plodding on thus, through 
thick and thin, an affair happened that ſhewed 
his character in a new light. | 
A gang of outlawed ſmugglers had landed in 
a remote part of the manor that lay upon the 
ſea-ſide, to look for ſome proviſions and other 
necellaries, of which they were in great want. 
The inhabitants not caring to have any 
dealings with them, hunger forced them to pil- 
lage two or three cottages near the place of 
their poultry ; and to ſend a threatning meſ- 
ſage to the next village, that if they were not 
immediately ſupplied with ſome bread and cheeſe 


and a barrel of beer, they would gp and plunder 
that alſo. | * 


H 6 Such 


156 THE REVERIE. 

Such a piece of inſolence provoked the young 
fellows of the village ſo highly, that they bran- 
diſhed their cudgels, and were for marching off - 
directly to attack them. But there happening to 
live two or three warm pedlars in the place, who 
did not chuſe to run the hazard of having their 
packs rumaged by ſuch cuſtomers, in cale the 
young fellows ſhould be. over- matched, they 
prevailed upon the pariſh-officers to comply 
with the demand; and in the mean time ſent 
an account of the affair to the ſteward, that he 
might take proper methods for driving thoſe 
fellows away. SOS 

Bad news encreaſes faſter in its than 
a ſnow- ball. The account, by the time it reach- 
ed the ſteward, was exaggerated in che moſt 
formidable manner. The ſmugglers, who were 
only a few ſhabby half-ſtarved wretches, were 
multiplied into an army, provided with every 
military appointment; and the courage and con- 
duct of their captain raiſed to an equality with 
the greateſt generals of the age. 

Such a repreſentation was far from being 2 
greeable to the ſteward. He immediately ſum- 
moned all the principal gentlemen of ma- 
nor, to conſult what was proper to be done 
in ſuch an emergency; and atter hearing all 
their opinions ; \ 6 the affair was of ſo little 
conſequence, it would be ſufficient to ſend the 
petty conſtable, with bis attendants, he gai- 
lantly declared his reſolution to raiſe the Peſje 
of the manor; and march againſt them himſelf. 

Gentlemen (ſaid he, ſetting the button of 
his hat before, and looking fiercely) I know 
more of this matter than you imagine, perhaps. 
I have been a ſerjeant of militia for ſome P_ 
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and 2 how to give the word of command. 
Preſent your fire — T9 "the right Load — 

Shoulder 9 aber 1— Fire he aye Let 
me alone, I know what to do, I will teak them 
what it is to have a ſoldier to deal with.“ : 

Accordingly he gave orders to have the Poſe 
raiſed direQty ; and as he knew that fighting was 
only one part of- the duty of a commander, he 
reſolved to ſnew the extent of his abilities, by 
making proper preparations. for his important 
expedition. 

The buſtle and hurry on ſuch an occaſion 
kept up his ſpirits for that day pretty well; 
but upon conſulting his pillow: he found that 
of all the ' occupations of ambition, war was 
leaſt agreeable to his conſtitution. He con- 
ſidered, that be the enemy never fo few, a 
ſingle ſhot would do his buſineſs ;* that his own 
piſtol might burſt, or his men fire 2ukwardly, or 
in ſhort a thouſand accidents happen which he 
had no defire to be in the way of. 

Nor was his reſolution raiſed any higher by 
the aevices he received the next morning; and 
which were continually coming in one upon the 
heels of another, each ſtill more terrible than 
the laſt. g 

In this diſtreſs he bethought himſelf, that as 
it was impoſſible for him to draw back now, 
without expoſing himſelf to contempt for ever, 
his only reſource was to waſte time in maki 
preparations, till the ſmugglers, either terriſi 
at the report, or content with their booty, ſhould 
think proper to go off. 

Accorcingly he ſet all hands to work to put 
the old guns, piſtols, ſwords, and bayonets, 
that were ſtuck up as trophies in the manor- 


3 hal 


hall, in order; and particularly to ſcour a ra/y 


fait of armour that had hung there for. ages, 
which he defigned to-wear himſeif, for fear 5 


accidents, conſidering prudently that the ſafety f 
an army often depends upon that of their leader. 
While all this was doing no body ſeemed ſo 
buſy as he, running here and there, urging the 
workmen to make haſte, and giving them new 
orders every moment, which countermanded 
the laſt, ln pou gt hs wc, 2, 
But all theſe great preparations might have 
been ſpared ; for the ſmugglers had been fo 
roughly handled by ſome of the country-fel- 
lows, whom they had attempted to rob of their 
butter and eggs; and who, if they had any arms, 
would have let but few of them go home to 
tell the ſtory, that ſeeing the reſt of the neigh- 
bourhood preparing to attack them, they pru- 
dently took to their boat, and made off while 
they could. 3 
P. or the people not having military ſkill enough 
to ſee the neceſſity for ſuch great preparations, 
againſt a' few poor deſpicable wretches, had re- 
ſolved not to wait for the ſteward's arrival, but 
to drive them away themſelves. 18 
It is eaſy to conceive his joy at this account 
the merit of which he modeſtly took intirely to 
himſelf, vriting the lord of the manor word, 
that S at the fame of his preparations, 
they : ran away, without daring to await his 
roach. 3 
Nhe airs he gave himſelf on this occaſion 
are impoſſible to be deſcribed with proper force. 


- 


He borrowed a book of military diſcipline from 


an old ſoldier in the neighbourhood, and get- 
ting ſome of the terms by heart, talked LY 
4 5 


THE REVERIE. 189 


nothing but armies, and battles, and marches, and 
ages, 1 how he would have attacked 
a 


them if they ſtaid; how he would have cut off 
their retreat; beſieged their entrenchments ; in 
ſhort, done every thing that ever had been done 
by the greateſt general on the greateſt occaſion. 
The very appearance of a military paſſion, 
though thus in burleſque, began to reconcile 
the mob to him; eſpecially as they had not an 
opportunity of ſeeing into. the ridicule of it. 
But an accident ſoon happened that effectually 
turned his heart againſt them for ever, and made 
him reſolve to get from among ſuch a turbu- 
lent crew, as ſoon as he could. 1 
As he was buſied one Sunday afternoon in his 
- uſual employment, of repeating his oft-repeated 
leſſon in military matters, to ſome company 
who had dined with him, his wife enters in 
2 violent hurry and diforder, with a piece of 
paper in her hand, and reaching it to him, 
There (foo ſhe) read that, and ſee what we 
are to do | it is a fine thing truly, to live in a 
place where the mob is to direct their maſters. 
For my part, let me but get ſafe home once 
more ; and I will give them leave to treat me as 
they pleaſe, if ever they catch me here again.” 
Thefteward, on looking into the paper, found 
it to be a kind of a letter, directed to his wife, 
and ſigned The Mb of the Manor, to let her 
know that, ** underſtanding ſhe had made an 
appointment to play at cards that evening, at 
one of her neighbours, they took the liberty to 
inform her, they would do themſelves the ho- 
nour to be of her party.” | 
The inſolence of ſach a meſſage ſuprized all 
preſent; eſpecially the gentleman who had 
made 
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made up matters between the mob and the 
ſteward before, and happened to be one of the 
company; What can this mean, madam ? 
(faid he, thinking that his former mediation 
gave him a right to interfere) I hope there was 


no foundation for ſuch a report.” 

„What report, ſir? (anſwered ſhe) I do not 
underſtand you” - 

„Why, madam, (replied he) the ſcandalous 
report of your deſigning to play at cards this 
evening.” | 

«© I do not know what you call a ſcandalous 
report (returned ſhe, with a look of diſdain) 
my neighbour, Mrs. Teſipat, came yeſterday to 
tell me that ſhe had got a keg of choice old 
rum, and as ſhe knows I am very fond of a 
glaſs of good punch, invited my huſband and 
me, to meet half a dozen other neighbours at 
her houſe to play a game at cards, and ſpend 
the evening. This is all I know of the mat- 
ter.” | 

% And really madam (ſaid the gentleman) 
this is a great deal more than I am glad to 
hear; as F was in hopes I had convinced Mr, 
Steward of the impropriety of this before.” 

« Well, my dear (ſaid ſhe, turning to her 
huſband, without deigning to make any reply 
to the gentleman) what do you deſign to do ? 
it is almoſt time. Will you go? 

Not I indeed (anſwered he, ſhrugging up 
his ſhoulders) I have no deſire to meet ſuch 
company, I aſſure you.” 

« And ſo we ſhall miſs our ſhare of the 
punch (returned ſhe, whiſpering him) this is 
hard! very hard! and after I have ſet my mind 
upon It ſo, too.“ 4 1 
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« I cannot help it (replied he) I will not 


run the hazard.” 3 N 

„Then get rid of theſe people as ſoon as 
you can (whiſpered ſhe again, after a little 
pauſe) I have a thought in my head that will do 
as well as going.” And then ſpeaking aloud, 
« Well my dear, I ſubmit to you; but as we 
do not go there, I think it would not be amiſs 
if we went to church, the bell rings. 

« And pray, madam (added the gentleman) 
give me leave to adviſe you not only to deny 
your having had any ſuch appointment upon your 
hands, if the affair ſhould take wind; but alſo 
never to attempt a thing of the kind again 
while you are here; for I can tell you, this 
new correſpondent of your's, the mob of this 
manor, is particularly whimfical ſometimes, and 
may unluckily do ſomething that would make 
you cut a very ridiculous figur. 

To this, the gentlewoman did not think it 
worth her while to make any anſwer, but 
turning up her noſe with an air of contempt, 
went out of the room. 18 K 

As ſoon as ſhe was the gentleman be- 
gan to read the * 1 on his breach 
of promiſe, to which I gave no more heed 
than himſelf, my attention being diverted to a 
more entertaining object. TOY 


* You heard the gentleman ſay (ſaid my 
guide) that the mob of this manor is ſome- 
times whimfical : look yonder, and you will ſee - 
a proof of it. e 

On his ſaying this, I turned my eye to the 
next ſtreet, where I ſaw half a dozen ſhabby 
fellows following a gentlewoman's chair care- 


lely, and as if they were trolling without any 


Out. 
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particular deſign, till it ſtopped at the door of 
an houſe which I found to be Mrs. Toſpot's, 
when in an inſtant two or three hundred of 
them ruſhed out of the bye lanes,” and alleys, 
where' they had been lurking for the purpoſe, 
and furrounding the chair juſt as the chairmen 
were going to carry it into the houſe, one of 
them ftopped it, and lifting up the head, 
deſired the gentlewoman very civilly to walk 


What is the matter? (ſaid ſhe, with an air 
of authority, as if ſhe thought to intimidate 
them) what do the fellows mean?” . 

« Only to give you a little good advice, ma- 
dam (anſwered he that ſpoke before.) And 
therefore I hope you will pleaſe to come out of 
your chair quietly, and not oblige us to be ſo 
rude as to pull you out! never fear, madam ! 
we do not deſign to do you any hurt.” | 

As it might be dangerous to difobey ſo abſo- 
lute an authority, the gentlewoman complied 
directly, amazed and terrified as ſhe was; and 
ſtanding in the midſt of them, the ſame fellow 
who appeared to be the orator of the mob, pro- 
ceeded: © We underſtand, madam (ſaid be, 
making her a low bow, and holding his hat in 
his hand, which he had very politely pulled off, 
when he firſt ſpoke to her) that you are com- 
ing here ts fpend the mms at cards now, 
as we know that to be a very , wicked, 
and pernicious cuſtom, and what has brought 
many an one of our companions to the gal- 
lows, we think it our duty not only to prevent 
you this time; but alſo to take care that you 
{hall never be guilty of the like again. We 
therefore humbly inſiſt, that you give us — 
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rah here, in the ſight of all theſe good people, 
that, from this bleſſed moment, you will never 
play at cards, dice, or any other game, on the 
/atbath-day, while you live. Here is the book 
obſerve, it is the Bible! You mult ſwear with · 
out any equivocation, or mental reſervation 
whatſoever. Come ! it is for the good of your 
foul.” 

The gentlewoman was by this time fo terri- 
fed, that ſhe would have ſworn to impoſſibili- 
ties, to get out of ſuch hands. She therefore 
obeyed them without heſitation ; upon which 
the whole mob gave three huzza's, that made . 
the ſtreet ring; and then the orator, addreſſing 
himſelf to her again, We are glad, madam, _ 
{aid he) that you complied ſo readily with our 
requeſt, as we ſhould have been very ſorry to 
uſe any violence; and we hope your example 
will be followed by the reſt of your party, jor 
we deſign to make a general reformation; but, 
fiſt, we will do ourſelves the honour to ſee 
you ſaſe home, as you can have no buſineſs in 
that houſe now.” | 

With theſe words, the whole mob began to 
move; and the gentlewoman judging rightly, 
that it would be in vain to make any words 
with them, was obliged to turn about, walk 
tome with them, and liften with an appear- 
ance of attention to the pious exhortations of 
the orator, who walked cloſe by her fide all the 
way, with his hat under his arm, and handed 
ter every now and then over the kennel, with 
many fantaſtic airs as a firſt-rate fop. 

It is impoſſible to conceive, a droller figure 
tan ſhe made on this oceafion, walking ſo far 
rough the dirty ſtreets, (for they took gon tn 
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lead her the longeſt way about) in the midſt or 
ſuch a ſhabby crew, in all the frippery fullneſs 
of dreſs, powdered, frizzed, and furbelowed 
to the very tip of the mode; and conſeque 

without any thing on her head to hide her 
ſhame, and fave her from the rain, which fell 


plentifully all the time. " 


As ſoon as the proceſſion arrived at her door, 
the orator made her another ſpeech ; and then 
the mob, giving her three chears more, left her 
to her meditations, and retired to finiſh their 
pious work. "$0067 2294: Ol | 
But they were too late now; the birds were 
flown. For, as aol brands, part of the ſcene had 
paſſed under Mrs. 7% port's window, ſhe, and ſuch 
of her company as were come, had a full view ofit, 
and none of them being ptouſly enough inclined 
to perform ſuch a penitential ceremony, as foon 
as ever the mob moved off with the gentlewo- 
man, they all flipped out at the back-door, and 
made the beſt of their way home; and Mrs. 
Teſipot herſelf, juſt then receiving a card from 


the ſteward's wife, to let her know, © that ſhe 


had been taken ſo very ill of the cholict, that 
de ſhe could not poſſibly wait upon her that 
<« evening, but ſhould be glad of a glaſs of her 
e rum, as ſhe imagined it might do her good,” 
took a couple of bottles in her lap, and hurried 
away to her, to tell her the news, and congra- 
tulate her on having eſcaped ſuch a ridiculous 
diſgrace as had befallen their friend, at the cir- 
cumſtances of which they had many an hearty 


laugh over their punch. 


Vou ſee, (reſumed my guide) the vulgar 
ſometimes ſees right, though their method of pro- 
ceeding is rather irregular, But this ny 
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notorious and ſtriking as it is, will have no ef- 
fet, The practice againſt which it was le- 
velled is become a faſhion, -and, like every 
other faſhion, muſt have its run, till ſome- 
thing elſe, perhaps equally improper, ſuper- 
ſedes it.” 2288 
From that day the ſteward never enjoyed a 
moment's happineſs, being continually appre- 
henſive of ſome ſuch inſult from the mob, as 
he could not reſolve to deſiſt from the practices 
which gave them offence ; accordingly, when 
the time of his departure arrived ſoon after, he 
hugged himſelf on his eſcape, and laid down 
his grandeur with ten times greater pleaſure 
than he had felt on taking poſſeſſion of it; and 
in return for the uneaſineſs he had drawn upon 
himſelf, carried away an heart invenomed with 
the moſt rancorous hatred againſt the whole 
manor, the effects of which he reſolved never 
to miſs any opportunity of making them feel. 


— 
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CHAP. I. 


The happineſs of having more money than a man 
knows what to do with. The extenſroe knnw- 
ledge of the Irvers of VIR ru, accounted fir. 

Poets not judges of painting. 


EFORE I had time to make any re- 
flections on the ridiculous inconſiſtency 
in the conduct and characters of all the 

actors in this laſt ſcene, a perſon caught my 

eye, who ſeemed to promiſe more pleaſing 
entertainment than I had hitherto met with. 

He was juſt entering into the prime of life, and 

appeared to be in poſſeſſion of every advantage 

that could enhance the enjoyment of that ſea- 
ſon of delight. 

So bright a proſpect filled my heart with joy. 
At length, O gracious ſpirit! (exclaimed 1 
in an extaſy) at length I have found a man 
whoſe life affords another view beſide wretched- 
neſs and folly, and reconciles me to humanity. 
'Let us obſerve him for a moment, and ſhare in 
a bliſs that ſeems to be ſo pure.” 2 

« The joy you expreſs (anſwered my guide) 
is the genuine emanation of exalted virtue, 
which, riſing. above the malignity of envy, finds 
its own happineſs in that of others. I ſhall 


there- 


11 A. Rmazasd 
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therefore comply with your requeſt with plea- 
ſure, and leave you to form your on judgment 
on ſo intereſting a ſubjectt . 

Proud of this permiſſion, I directly fixed my 
attention on the object of it. - K 35 

Though the day appeared to be far advanced, 
he was juſt out of bed, and fitting at breakfaſt, 
in all the luxury and ſtate of royalty. When 
he had ſwallowed a diſh or two of tea, with 
evident difreliſh, ' << What ſhall I do with my- 
ſelf to-day? (ſaid he to himſelf, rubbing: his 
head, and 1 in liſtleſs laſſitude) [ 
quite ſick of this infipid kind of life, ſtill plod- 
ding, plodding on, in the ſame dull, taſte- 
leſs round, without any variety, any thing to 
expect, or even wiſh for. It is not to be 
borne,” | 
Then muſing for ſome moments, What 
muſt they do whoſe ſtinted fortunes deny them 
the gratification even of the few deſires they 
have, when the 2 805 affluence cannot pro- 
cure me any ſatisfaction? — and yet, they evi- 
cently enjoy an happineſs which I am a ſtran- 
ger to. There is ſomething in this, more than 
can comprehend. I will think of it ſome 
other time.“ 

Turning then to his man, „What day of 
the week is this, Thomas ?” 

Sunday, my lord.” by 

Sunday! Order the horſes. I will take 
a ride this fine morning. And what ſhall I do 
with myſelf the reſt of the day? — Let me con- 
lider ! Did not I promiſe to dine with her 
Grace, and go with her to Mrs. Squeatum's con- 
cert, and afterwards to lady Aſadiſb's roat, and 
inen return and ſpend the evening with the 

Duke !— 


am * 
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Duke! Pſha, I am ſurfeited with mufick; 
the very thought of it makes my head ake,— 
And for routs, they are ſtill worſe; To be 
ſqueezed and crouded among a parcel of people 
of all ſorts and conditions, who come together 
meerly to make malicious remarks, and' pick 
each other's pockets ! It is intolerable.— I am 
tired, quite tired of them all; of myſelf, and 
every thing in the world. —— That is right. 
Now I think of picking pockets, let me ſee 
how I came off laſt night, at the club!” 

Then pulling a card out of his pocket, 
« Aye! here it is. What a black liſt! Lord 
Palmuell 1000 his Grace 500—— Sir John 
200—— Mr. Shuffler 1500—— Capt. Gamble 
2000 — beſide all the money I had about me. 
Death! This is too much. There muſt be 
ſome management in it, that I ſhould always 
loſe ! I poſitively will not go among them any 
more.” | 

He was interrupted in theſe agreeable medi- 
tations by the entrance of a ſervant. © My 
lord, (ſaid he) the groom has ſent an expreſs, 
to know if your lordſhip has made any bets on 
your new horſe, and what particular directions 
you pleaſe to give about his running to-morrow, 
if your lordſhip does not defign to ſee him ſtart 
yourſelf; and to let your lordſhip know that the 
mare, which he told your lordſhip he was un- 
der ſome apprehenſions of, is to be ſold; fo that 
if your lordſhip pleaſes to buy her, you may be 
ſare of the horſe's winning.” 5 

« To-morrow ! Aye. Send him word, that 
I will be there. And, do you hear ! order the 
poſt-coach, and ſend to Mr. Shuffler, Capt. Gam- 


ble, and Sir Jobn, and let them know I go di- 
, rely, 
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rectly, and ſhall be glad of their company. And 
tell Rackum I want him.—— I have never ſeen 
that horſe run yet, though he coſt me fo high 
a price : and this is the laſt king's plate of this 
year. I muſt not mils ſeeing him now, by any 
means.” r 76 Frau, 
© My lord, (continued the ſervant) here is 
a meſſenger from his Grace's gentleman of the 
horſe, to acquaint your lordſhip that the ſale of 
the ſtud is faxed for to-morrow, and cannot be 
put off as was intended. He ſays, they are all to 
o without reſerve,? 1: 1H 
« All, does he ſay? then I muſt be there. 
There are ſeveral. tip toþ things among them, 
which I would not miſs of on any account. 
You need not order the coach; ſend the 
groom word, that he may do as he ſees proper 
about the mare. I can't be there myſel. 
« My lord, (ſaid another ſervant, who en- 
tered juſt then) Mr. Connoiſſeur is below; he 
ſays, your lordſhip ordered him to fend up his 
name. And Mr. Stanza——T would have de- 
nied him, but he ſays he has buſineſs of im- 
portance.“ | . TT. 
Aye] of importance to him, I doubt not. 
Wet them come up. As I have nothing elſe 
to do, their nonſenſe may divert me.”— Then 
ſtretching again, and giving a long yawn, he 
aroſe from the table, which was directly re- 
moved, and walked a turn or two about the 
room, ; 
As ſoon as the gentlemen entered, * Your 
ſervant, Mr, Connoiſſeur ! 2 his lordſhip) Mr. 
Stanza, what news from Parnaſſus ? With what 
new inſpiration haye the Mules indulged their 
votary?“ | 
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My lord, (returned the former, with a 
-myſterious air, before the poet had time to ſcan 
his ſyllables for a reply) when you can ſpare 
me a moment's private audience, I have ſome. 
thing to communicate to your lordſhip, 
you will find worthy of your attention.” 

« Mr. Stanza, (ſaid his lordſhip) if you'll take 
that new play that lies in the window, and look 
It over in the next room, I ſhall be glad to hear 
your opinion of it,” _ 8 

The poet made a bow of aſſent; and taking 
up the book with a contemptuous ſmile, re- 
tired, not a little offended at his being obliged 
to give place to a mechanic. 

Well, Mr. Connoiſſeur / and what is this 
i ant ſecret??? ; 

% My lord, it is an important ſecret, I aſſure 
you. Your lordſhip may remember J have told 
you that a gentleman of judgment, who had 
ſpent ſeveral years in viſiting the cabinets of 
the curious in every part of Europe, out of 
which he had found means, at a very great ex- 
pence, to procure many of the moſt admired 
pieces, was daily expected home with his valu- 
able collection. Now, my lord, this gentle- 
man is juſt arrived; and as I have had a con- 
ſtant correſpondence with him all the time he 
has been abroad, for it was chiefly by me he 
was directed in the choice of what he bought— 
How! were you abroad too along with him? 
I did not know that. | 

« No, no, my lord! I was not with 
him; but that did not prevent my bein 
able to direct him. For your lordſhip mu 
know, that there is a regular correſpon- 
dence eſtabliſhed between all the lovers of 
virtu in Europe, by which meaus we are as. 

- In- 
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intimately acquainted with every thing in each 
other's country as in our own ; fo that I could 
give him my opinion what was proper for him 
to purchaſe in every place where he. went, as 
well as if J was upon the ſpot with him. 
As I was faying, . This gentleman, no ſooner 
landed, than he fent me immediate notice, up- 
on which T went directly to him; and as I am 
well acquainted with your lordſhip's fine taſte, 
T have by much entreaty prevailed upon him to 
let you have ſeveral of the moſt capital pieces 
in his collection, before he exhibits them to 
the public for fale; for which purpoſe your 
lordſhip may have a fight of them privately to- 
morrow, if you pleaſe, when I will wait upon 
you, to point out the proper, ones to compleat 
your noble collection, and event your being 
impoſed upon in the price; not that any price 
can in reality be too high for ſuch maſlter-picces 
of art.” 1 | | 

« To-morrow, do you fay? Can it not be 
put off for a day or two? I am engaged to- 
morrow,” TATE OT OTE 

My lord, that is impoſſible. All the Vir- 
tuaſi in England will know of his arrival. in 
twenty-four hours, and then it will be out of 
his power to oblige your lordſhip ; and you 
will loſe an opportunity never to be retrieved.” 

« Well then, I think I will go. Here, T- 
mas, bid N Alliam go to his Grace's to-morrow, 
= buy whatever he likes; I cannot go my- 
e yu . Cw, & > 

<< hope your lordſhip approved of the bar- 
gains I made for you at the laſt ſale; (conti- 
nued Connoiſſeur), ſome of the landſcapes came 
high; but-they are very * very fine „ 

2 | 


paintings | — My lord, 


the whole collection; and eſpecially to ſuch a 
Nen een fellow 
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and will make a noble appearance in your lord. 
ere Are , they put up, yet, my 
n I 
Eh! Egad, I never once thought of them. 
Do you know any thing of thoſe pictures, Tho- 
mas 2 i > FY 4 ( * 3 "4 * „ 


« My Lord, the upholſterer nailed them up 


on the garret-ſtair-caſe ; he ſaid, they were not 


fit for the gallery by any means. 785 
He is an ignorant puppy, and deſeryes to 
be turned off for preſuming to diſobey my di- 
rections. How ſhould he know any thing of 
| 1 ma 
They are capit: 


- 


depend on my judgment. 


Pieces. The garret-ſtair-caſe ! ignorant, im- 


pudent blockhead !” | . 
„ Hah! hah bah! This is exalting into 
degradation, I think. But I will look at them 
myſelf when J am at leiſure, and ſee that juſtice 
is done them.” Ne 

„ At what hour ſhall I call upon your lord- 
ſhip in the morning? _ + 
About twelve. Suppoſe we take Stanza 
with us. A poet ſhould be a judge of painting. 
Call him in.“ - $6 | 
„A judge of painting! hah! hah! hah! a 
moſt excellent one, truly! How ſhould ſuch 
Jow-lived creatures have judgment in things 
they have not even an opportunity of ſeeing. 
They never travel to improve their taſte, and 
entich their minds by ſtudying the excellencies 
of the foreign ſchools. They have no notion of 
any thing beyond an Engliſh daub. I muſt.beg 


your lordſhip not to take notice of this aftair 


to any one, as it would entirely ruin the ſale of 
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fellow as that, whoſe vanity at ſuch an unde- 
ſerved honour would make him hlab it dis 
rely. A'poetinever-kept a ſecret yet. Theit 
very profeſſion is to prate. I beg your lord- 
ſhip will not mention a ſyllable of it to him.? 
Saying this, the lover of virtu took his leave; 
and meeting Mr. Stanza, as he was coming in, 
they ſaluted each other in the moſt polite and 
friendly manners 7 #565 99 4,368 GH qv 
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Succeſs no proof of merit. The impropriety , of 
205 pad Ef rule, A N | PEAR 
of the great advantages of tha ancient drama. 
dinters not judges of potty. ——: A capi dl, 
defeft in the defig ns of two famous architetts, 
with the erful Sec! of a bow window. 
6 ELL, Mr. Stanza, (ſaid his lordſhip) 
what is your opinion of that play do 
not you think it has a great deal of merit? 
My lord, (anſwered the poet with a ſmile}: 
I ſhould be very cautious of differing in opinion 
with one of your lordſhip's judgment and taſte ;- 
but I imagine you cannot be ſerious in your 
approbation of this this this play, if you 
pleaſe to call ĩt ſo; for, indeed, it might as juſt- 
ly be called any thing elſmmme. 
How, far! and do not you approve of it? 
I ſhould be glad to heat your reaſoms for 
2 a piece that has had ſuch uncommon 
ceſs,” '$-* $260 yOu 3-2 
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66 Succeſs, my lord l ·᷑̃ucceſa, at preſent, | 
is a very poor proof of merit. The taſte of 
theſe times is too low and groſs for works 
of true excellence. As to this, it is a meer 


farrago of imperfections and faults. It is de- 


fective in the three great unities, and wants the 
moral majeſty of a chorus to give it dignity 
and importance.“ F 
I do not know what it wants; but this I 
am ſure of, that it affects my paſſions ſtrongly, 
and gives me pleaſure which I am not able to 
deſcribe; and where this is done, I do not ſee 
any neceſſity for theſe unities, or any thing elſe. 
That is all I defire.” e 
„ I am ſorry to hear it, my lord; very for- 
ry to hear that you ſhould have ſubmitted your 
own better judgment to à corrupted taſte, ſo 
far as to be pleaſed ain rule. If your lord- 


ſhip will do me the honour to peruſe this play, 
which I have written exactly on the plan of the 
ancients, and made bold to dedicate to your 
lordſhip's patronage, you will ſoon ſee the im- 
propriety of being pleaſed by theſe modern 


monſters, and the ad of adhering to 
thoſe rules which you ſeem to make fo light of. 

The unities fave the poet the fatigue of in- 
venting, and the reader of attending to unfore- 
ſeen incidents and ſurprizes; and for the cho- 
rus! it is the beſt ſuccedancum that ever was 
thought of to ſupply the place of imagination; 
for, when the writer, at any time, can ſay no 
more in the characters of the drama, what is 
eaſier than to make the chorus throw in à ſtring 
of moral ſentiments, which can be picked out 
of any book? and ſo the whole goes on without: 


trouble. I have thus explained to your W 
2 5 e 
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the neceſſity of obſerving the laws of the drama, 

which you will farther find Nuſtrated in this 
ece. CRE dee ho 

„] am ſorry Connoiſſeur is gone; he would 
have been a proper perſon to decide this matter. 
Poetry and painting are fiſter-arts.? 

e Some people, my lord, have es pro- 
per to call them ſo; but with what juſtice any 
one who conſiders the difference between ſenſe 
and imagination can judge. Every poet, indeed, 
is molt certainly a painter; that is, his deſcrip- 
tions ſtrike the imagination as ſtrongly as if the 
objects were actually preſent to the ſenſes. But 
no painter, I believe, can claim an equal ſhare 
of the poet's praiſe, as the utmoſt excellence of 
his art is confined to one narrow ſcene, and diſ- 
played on materials not only ſubject to accident, 
but alſo to neceſſary decay; whereas the labouts 
of the poet laugh at time, and look up to eter- 
nity, and are capable of being multiplied in 
ſuch a manner as to be enjoyed by millions in 
the ſame moment. Where do the works of Apel- 
les and all the famous painters of antiquity, live 
now, but in the poet's lays ? They confer that 
immortality which makes the others ſo proud ;. * 
though, puffed up by preſent praiſe, they pre- 
tend to put themſelyes on a level with their 
benefactors. In a word, my lord, as much, in- 
ceed ten thouſand" times as much, as the eye 
can ſee farther than the hand can reach, is poe-- 
try above painting.“ | 

Juſt as the poet had concluded this Iaboured- - 
panegyrick upon bis art, a ſervant. informed 
his lordſhip that Mr. Architrave waited below. 
Bid him come up, (faid his Jordſhip, and then 
turning to Stanza) You aſſert the honour of 
14. the 


| the Muſes 0 ſuch ſpirit, that you ens to 
be their peculiar favourite.” 

6 Your lordſhip is pleaſed to compliment. 
Win your lordſhip give me leave to lay this 
humble imitation of the ancients' at your feet? 
Your patronizing it will not be a diſhonour to 
your taſte, in the opinion of the learned. If 
your lordſhip will pleaſe to look at i.. 

* Some other time, when I am at leiſure; 
at preſent I am engaged.“ 2 

« My lord! thededication only —it will not 
take up a moment, if you will give me leave.” 

Sir, I really am engaged; but any other 
time 

The poet ſaw it was in vain to preſs any farther, 
and was going away with a look of the higheſt 
diſappointment and dejection; which his lord- 
ſkip obſerving, „Stay, Mr. Stanza; { ſaid he) 
though 1 cennot read your dedication, at this 
time, it is but juſt that I ſhould make the mule. 
ſome return for her compliment, A few pieces 
perha may not be unacceptable.” ——. 

«My lord, (anſwered ths poet in a evident 
2 your (vrdbig moſt noble munifi- 
cence merits, all the muſe can do; nor ſhall her 
grateful voice be filent.”. |. | 

With theſe words he made his lordſhip 2 
moſt reſpectſul obeiſance, and retired with an 
happy. heart. 

Before he could make any reflections on the 
ſudden change which the money ſo manifeſtly 
made in the poet's loaks, a perſan entered with 
a roll of papers under his arm. Mr. Architrave, 
( ſaid his lordſhip) where have. vou been * 
yy : thought you Were dead.” 


* My 
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« My lord, (anſwered the other, unfoldi 
his roll) I ——.— been employed in obeying —— 
lordſhip's. commands, which it was impoſſible 


to finiſh ſooner. Here is the plan you ordered 


me to draw; which, if properly executed, will 
do credit not only to your lordſhip's. taſte; and 
magnificence, but alſo be an honour to yaur 
country, where the true beauties of architecture 
have hitherto, been moſt unhappily Ax bo: 
We have never had any eminent maſters in that 
moſt noble art among us here. Neyer one, 

« How, ſir! Never any eminent architects 
in England? I have heard Tones and . Wren 
ſpoken of in a very different manner in Ram 

Jones and A ten, my lord, were well enough 
for their times, and in ſome things; but their 
taſte is quite exploded. nw. Why, my lord, 
there is not one bow-windew in al their de- 
ſigns. Do but look over this plan, and conſi- 
der the various beauties in all its parts ; the 
will give you a proper notion of Janet — 
Mren. No! no! they are not the thing 
Jones and Mien would not do now * 2 . 
(ce, my lord, the boldneſs of this deſign. It is 
quite new. I ſcorn. to borrow from any one. 
To the ſimplicity of the ancient ſtyle I have ad- 
ded the ornaments of the modern, and ſo blen- 
ded the better parts of both. Obſerve the uni- 
formity, and yet the variety in this noble front; 
the ſtrength and, beauty, of the compeſition; 
and then the bow-window at the end]! No 
building can be complete without a bow-win- 
dow. Does not your lordſhip think it has a 
very fine effect?“ 

« I think it has a very reverend effect if 
you will, (anſwered his lordſhip, who had been 

I 5 hum- 
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humming a tune, and never caſt his eye up 
the paper till that moment) and 1 


houſe look Juſt like a church. And what will 


the execution of this plan come to?” 

My lord, I have not yet made the eſtimate, 
but I know it will be nothing to your lordſhip's 
fortune. Not above thirty or forty thouſand 
pounds, or ſome ſuch matter. But will not 
your lordſhip pleaſe to examine it a little? I am 
confident you will like it; it is exactly in the 
preſent taſte, in every part.“ BY 

„J do not doubt it, fir. The nobleman 
who'recommended you to me, aſſured me of 
your abilities; and I can depend upon his judg- 
ment. At preſent I am not at leiſure.” -.. 

„Four lordſhip has had a proof of my abili- 
ties; that magnificent houſe which T have built 
for you. — + * 

Very true! I had quite forgot that. Not 
indeed that I can form any opinion from that 
houſe, as I have never yet had time to ſee it 
ſince Tt was finiſnedpꝓ. 


2 


The ſteward, whom his lordſhip had ſent for, 
coming in juſt then, . Ractum, (continued he) 
Mr. Architrave will give you an eſtimateè of the 
expence of a new houſe which I deſign to build 
yonder on the green ; and do you ſet the people 


About it as ſoon as you can.“ 


The ſteward made a bow; and Architrave, 
imagining his lordſhip might be upon buſineſs, 
took his leave. Fenn 


4 


. CHAP, 


THE/KEVERTE img 


os 200060000006. 


CHAP. III. 


No bag - without a bottom. The aubumtage 7 keeh- 
ing a good reſolution, an evening 72 in taſte ; 
and a jaunt 10 BATH. * Fer tune of want- 
ing ſomething to wiſh for ; ſome uncommon - 


raged in praiſe of whet 1 no one 8 to poſe. 


M. lord, (faid the ſteward) F-wia told | | 
our lordſhip wanted me.“ 


« Ay oh —But I — forgot for what. Ves! 
here, bes this card, and let me have draughts 
to diſcharge the ſeveral ſums marked upon it 3 - 
and as much more for my own uſe.” 

„My lord, I moſt humbly beg your lord- 
ſhip's — for the liberty I am going to take. 
It is impoſſible ſor any fortune to ſupport the ex- 
rence at which your lordſhip lives at preſent; 
abſolutely ĩmpoſſible! All the money which was 
javed during your lordſhip's minority is gone ; 
and though your income is ſo very great, I muſt 
beg leave to tell you money does not come in 
faſt enough to defray the ordinary expences of 
vour immenſe houſhold, without the addition 
of theſe other demands. I really do not think 
there is ſo much as this in your banker's hands; 
and if your lordſhip draws it out thus, I ſhall - 
be at a loſs to find a ſupply for your neceflary - 


occaſions.” * 
Not money enough! That is impoſ- 
lible ; abſolutely RT I have never * - 


* 
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half that money. Do not tell me any ſuch 


thing.” _ ä 
« My lord, here is the account. I do not 
deſire to have my word taken for it. I have 
vouchers for every ſhilling. I only wiſh that 
too many of them were not of this kind, Will 
your lordſhip pleaſe to look at them? 

No, I cannot at preſent ; I am not at lei- 
ſure. Some other time, perbaps, I may. Let 


me have this money directly; and if matters 


really are as you ſay, you muſt conſider of ſome 
method of putting {0 on a better footing; 
for I ſhall leave it all to you.” | 
< Your lordſhip mentioned ſomething about 
building an houſe - before that gentleman; I 
preſume you were not ſerious ! 
Serious !—Yes. I deſign. to have it be- 
gun upon rey, wh nethed gtlg 
« My lord, I am afraid I take too great li- 
berty 3 but 1 cannot help it. I have long 
wanted an opportunity of ſpeaking to your lord- 
ſhip, but you were never at leiſure. The other 
houſe that your lordſhip begun ſo long ago has 
been at a ſtand for a conſiderable time for want 
of money to carry it on; and to begin another 
now, would look like madneſs. I beg your 
| lordſhip's pardon ; but I think it my duty to in- 
form you of theſe things.” G 6 3 
«© Well! well! I will think on them ſome 
ether time. Make haſte with that money againſt 
I am dreſſed; it is time for me to go out. 
His lordſhip then, as great haſte as he was 
in, found leiſure to reſign his perſon into the 
hands of his valet de chambre for an hour; and 
Sir John and the Captain calling upon him juſt 
as the important bulineſs of dreſſing was * 
e 
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he paid them their demands; and forgetting all 
his reſolutions to the contrary, as well as his 
engagements: er rn with them 
to the club. 


The manner in which he ſpent the reſt of 
the evening and the night there, where luxury 


had exhauſted all her invention to provoke fated 


appetite, and force nature into the groſſeſt ex- 
ceſſes, is beyond deſcription. '' I ſhall only fay, 
that his uſual luck attended him, and he loſt alt 
his money to the ſame ſet; his vexation at 
which aggravated the effects of his debauch, 


and made him a little hickiſh when he awoke | 


next afternoon. 

The firſt thought that came into his 4. as 
ſoon as he got up, was to go to a celebrated 
water- drinking place, at a conſiderable diſtance, 
where the ſick and idle reſort with equal ea- 
gerneſs for health and pleaſure. 

Accordingly he ſent for a particular gentle- 
man whoſe company he was fond of, and ſet 


off directly, attended by a retinue equal to that 


of a ſovereign prince, without ever thinking of 
his other appointments. 

On his arrival there, he plunged 2t once in- 
to all the faſhionable follies of the place; but 
he had ran through them ſo often before, that 
they had loſt the charms of novelty, and could 
afford him no-pleaſure. He therefore returned 


home as precipitately as he went, though with- 


out any determined ſcheme, any thing even in 


hope or expectation that could promiſe him ſa- 
tisfaction. 5 


The conſequence w was natural. He fell di- 
rectly into his former courſe of life, driven 


_ like a feather in the wind, by every = 


"_ 
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of vanity, without any impulſe or power of his 
own to direct him. 5 f een 
There was ſomething ſo dreadfully wretched 


in ſuch a life, that I turned from him in hor- 


for. What is your opinion now? ( (ſaid my ö 
guide, with a mortifying ſmile) Do you ima-- 
gine that riches alone are ſufficient- to confer 
happineſs?” "a, het lt, 
„ am convinced, and aſhamed of my er- 


; ror; (faid I) but yet the veryconfutation of it has 


opened a moſt valuable ſecret to me. I fee that 
poverty is in reality the greateſt bleſſing of life, - 
or rather, indeed, the only one that can make it 
at all tolerable. It engages the attention in 
purfuits which take it from the inevitable 
miſeries of nature. By delaying the gratifica- 

tion of the appetites it makes them keen, and 


makes that gratification a pleaſure. By pre- 


venting ſurfeit, it preſerves the power of enjoy- 
ment. In a word, it keeps the ſoul awake with 
expectation, and enlivens it with hope, with- 
out which life is a burden too heavy 'to be- 
borne; the higheſt enjoyment ſoon palling up- 
on the ſenſe, and making the anxiety of new 
purſuits neceſſary to diſſipate the pain of diſ- 
appointment. Thus the reputed wretch, who 
s from door to door, is really happier than 
he whoſe riches put every gratification in his 
power; the hope of getting a morſel of bread 


to appeaſe the cravings of hunger keeping the 


attention of the former fixed upon one point, 
while, for want of any particular object to wiſh 
for, the other ſinks into liſtleſs indifference, and 
loſes his reliſh for all. n $63 
But though I have been diſappointed of 
the pleaſure I propoſed in this laſt view, it = 
Opened 


* 
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opened another to me, which I hope will be 
more ſucceſs ful. n 

« The gentleman whom his lordſhip took 
with him in his fantaſtic expedition to the wa- 
ter-drinking place, ſeemed to enjoy every thin 
with ſuch pleafure, as afforded the ſtrong 
contraſt to the tafteleſs apathy of the other. 
With your permiſſion, L will obſerve him 4 
little longer. I imagine 1 fhall not be diſap- 
pointed as I was before.? ys 

My guide ſmiled; and, giving a nod of aſ- 
ſent, I directly turned my eyes to the perſon of 
whom I had been ſpeaking. = $4 
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CHAP. IV. 


Hiſtry of Mr. CHMAMALIOR. The pleaſure 
and advantages of the friendſhip of the Great. 
Epiſode of Monſieur FRIPPEAU and his lady 


opens ſome ſecrets 'not very pleaſing to the hers of 
the tale. 3 | 


HERE was ſomething ſo prepoſſeſſing 
in his looks, ſo irreſiftibly engaging in 

his manner, together with the great advantage 
of a ftriking awe; that it was impoſſible to 
behold him without regard ; but, upon a nearer 
view, that eaſe and happineſs of heart which 
had particularly attrated my notice, did not 
ſeem ſo genuine and fincere as I had at firſt 
imagined, f > RITES ci" pool 
He was drefſed in the moſt elegant and be- 
coming taſte, juſt ready to go out, and vu 
en 


184 THE REVERIE. 


only for the return of 4 ſeryant, whom he had 
ſent with a letter. © It is impoſhble (ſaid he 
to himſelf, as he walked back and forward in 
his room) that I ſhould be diſappointed. His 
Grace has often aſſured me of his friendſhip, 
and wiſhed for ſuch an opportunity as this of 
doing me ſervice. It is impoſſible that I ſhould 
be diſappointed.” OE TWO OPS hates 
While he was pleaſing himſelf with theſe 
reflections the ſervant returned with an anſwer 
to his letter. His eyes ſparkled with joy, and 
he opened it with an eagerneſs that ſhewed the 
height of his hopes; but they were ſoon depref- - 
ſed. He had ſcarce caſt his eye on the con- 
tents, when a gloomy cloud overcaſt his whole 
countenance. he letter fell out of his hand; 
and ſinking back into a chair, What an un- 
fortunate wretch am I, (ſaid he, ſhrugging up 
his ſhoulders, and lifting up his hands and eyes 
to heaven) to let a falſe delicacy thus deſtroy 
my faireſt hopes? Why did I not go to him 
the moment the place was vacant? Per- 
fons in his exalted ſtation have their minds 
taken up with ſo many cares of greater conſe- 
quence, it 1s no wonder they ſhould forget the 
connections of private friendſhip.” d 
Then taking up the letter, Extreamly glad 
—{ſaid he, repeating ſome parts of it aloud, as 
he read it over) t late——but yeſterday——-any 
other accaſun——-ſacere friend —- 
Juſt as he concluded, a thundering at the 
door announced the arrival of à viſitor; and 
inſtantly ruſhed in a young nobleman of the 
firſt rank, who running up to the gentleman, 
Dear Frank, ( faid be) f am glad I have found 
you at home. You muſt come with me Alen 
| | a * Yo 
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ly. A party of us have this minute taken a 
frolick to go and beat up his lordſhip's quar- 
ters in the country for a few days; and you 
will juſt make up our ſet. Come along with 
me; your ſervants will overtake us where we 
ane... 745 e 
« My dear lord, (anſwered the other, as ſoon 
as he was permitted to ſpeak) I am afraid I can-- 
not poſſibly have the honour of attending you. 
Some buſineſs—” RA | |: £264] 
« Pſha! damn buſineſs. What have we to 
do with buſineſs ? I ſay, you ſhall come, We. 
ſhould have no pleaſure without you. If you 
want money, I can ſupply you till you return. 
Come along.” \.; : ll, Heat 8 
] am much obliged to your lordſhip ; that 
is not the thing. Unluckily, I am engaged.” 
„Never mind that, Say I forced you away. 
Lay the blame on me. For you muſt, and ſhall 
come.” —Saying which, he dragged him away, 
ſcarce giving him time to tell his ſervants where. 
to follow him. "I" | Are3 1 $5343 6rtt Sh 
The whole expedition was of a piece with, 
the manner of their ſetting out; a continuance. 
of rambling, riot, and noiſe; till ſick of the 
fatigue, and ſome new whim coming into their, 
heads, they returned home in as great a hurry. 
as they went. 4 pet BL $4 
I could eaſily ſee that the perſon whom I 
particularly attended to, was far from enjoying. 
luch a ſcene, and gave into it merely in com- 
pliance with his company, againſt his own bet= 
ter taſte and judgment. This made me en 
that I ſhould ſee him to more advantage on his. 
return home, when he ſhould be at liberty to 
purſue his own inclinations ; but I ſoon found, 
k to 
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to my great diſappointment, that T had been 
too baſly in forming my opinion of him; his 
whole life being one continued round of dang. 
ling after thoſe whom fortune had placed in a. 
fuperior rank. e ee N 

Such a proſtitution was ſo groſs, that I was. 
ſoon fick of it ; which my guide perceiving, 
* You find the conſequence (ſaid he) of judg- 
Ing from appearances. You thought this per- 

fon happy becauſe of the ſerenity of his counte- 
nance, and the reliſh with which he feemed to 
enjoy every thing that had the name of plea- 
ſure; but this was all grimace, affected only to 
make him agreeable to the company whom he 
has devoted himſelf to, in the manner you have 
ſeen. 

It may not be improper to give you ſome 
account of his motives for a conduct which 
ſeems ſo ſtrange. | 

 & His name is Chamælion. He was born to a 
moderate fortune, and entered into the-notice 
of the public with the advantage of every ac- 
compliſhment, both natural and acquired, which 
could attraQ eſteem; but it is the proper uſe 
which makes the blefling. Theſe advantages, 
which in a much lower degree have laid the 
foundation of many a ſplendid fortune, by an 
unhappy miſapplication have been the caule of 
his ruin; for, inſtead of improving ſo favour- 
able an introduction by prudence and care, and 
applying himſelf to any of the various purſuits 
in which the good opinion they gained. him 
might have been of real ſervice, he became in- 
toxicated with the flattering reception he met 
in the gayer world, and, neglecting every thin 
elſe, gave himſelf up abſolutely to idleneſs an 
diſſipation. 2—2„5; 
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„The expences of ſuch. a liſe far exceeded” 
his ſortune; but he diſregarded this, believing 
the profeſſions of friendſhip which were made 
him by his companions, and flattering himſelf 
that they would make him ample amends for 
the ſacrifice of his time and fortune, by pro- 
curing him ſome Jucrative employment, that 
ſhould enable him to live always among them. 
How juſt this expectation was, you will ſoon 
have an opportunity of ſeeing?” anne iTcs 
On this I turned again to Chamælion, the cri- 
ſis of whoſe fate I now perceived to draw on 
apace. The next morning after his return, he 
went to pay a viſit to one of his noble friends, 
who had not been upon the party in the coun- 
try. 5 l "BOY 

"After ſome common chat, 1 am going this 
morning .( ſaid the lord) to thank my good. 
ſtiend, his Grace, for a very unexpected favours. 
You remember the parſon's daughter, whom- 
you admired ſo much when you were in the 
country with me laſt ſummer.. After you left 
me, want of ſomething elſe to do made me e en 
take it in my head to make love to her, which 
the tender turtle received ſo kindly, that ſhe 
loon made me a return of all the happineſs in- 

her power. 7 543 > 24 "a3 11 
| © There is nothing ſo ſurfeiting as intri- 
guing with your loving ones. I was ſoon tired 
of my fond Phyllis, and glad to fly from her to- 
town. But that gave me only a ſhort relief; 
| bad not been in town a week, before ſhe 
ſtowed herſelf in a ſtage · coach and followed 
me. This threw me into the greateſt diſtreſs. 
Her old father had been my tutor; and though 
| cannot ſay I am a ſhilling the better for all 
| the: 
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the pains he pretended to take with me; he ac- 
quitted himſelf ſo much to the ſatisfaction of my 
wiſe father, that, when he came to die, he made 
him a truſtee to his will, and left him ſuch a 
power over me, that I cannot raiſe one ſhil- 
ling on my eſtate beyond my annual income, 
without his expreſs confent. You may judge 
by this what a fine ſituation her elopement 
threw me into; eſpecially as I was juſt then 
ſolliciting her father to let me raiſe à ſum of 
money, to diſcharge my debts of honour, 
which you know are pretty conſiderable. ; 
It was in vain to argue with the fooliſh 
baggage. She fell into fits, pretended love; 
and at laſt ſtopped my mouth entirely by de- 
claring herſelf with chile. 
„While I was in the height of this per- 
plexity, his Grace happened to call upon me; 
and enquiring what was the matter, for I could 
not conceal my uneaſineſs, I een told him the 
whole affair; upon which he ſaid, in the moſt 
friendly manner, that he knew but one way to 
extricate me; which was, if I could prevail 
upon her to marry ſon whom it might 
be thought ſhe had run away to, he luckily 
had ag. 2109 then in his gift, which would be 
an handſome proviſion for them. Vu may be 
ſure, I thanked him moſt ſincerely for great 
a piece of friendſhip, and, the moment be was 
gone, ſummoned Frippeau, my valet de cham- 
bre, and made him the propoſal, who readily 
embraced it, and ſoon prevailed upon her to 
agree to it alſo; on which they were di- 
rectly married, and we concerted matters ſo, 
that I not only appeared innocent to her father, 
but alſo have the merit of providing for her — 
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my intereſt with his Grace, which I took. care 


to place to the account of my regard for him; 
ſo that I think he cannot refuſe me any thin 
ak of him; and this very morning the bride» 
groom has been with me, to let me know he 
has taken poſſeſſion of his place.“ ; 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe. the ſituation of 
Chamelion during the latter part of this. ſtory. 
Reſentment, ſhame, and rage ſwelled in his 
heart, and ; tortured every feature of his face. 
Supprefling them, however, as well as he could, 
« What place, my lord, (ſaid he) has the hap- 


man got?“ | 


« Why ! that there place which I have ſo often 
heared you ſay you ſhould like. Egad ! Ithink 
I ſhould have articled for a ſhare. The raſcal 
could never have raiſed his expectations quarter 
ſo high otherwiſe. At leaſt I ſhall claim a right 
to renew my acquaintance with his lady, if ever 
I ſhould have a mind. Hah ! hah! hah!” 

And pray, my lord, (continued Chamælion) 
When did his Grace confer this obligation on 
your lordſhip? t | 

„One day laſt week, —while you were in 
the country, But do not you think, Frank, 
that I have well got over this affair ?” 

* I could have told you ſomething, my lard, 
(aid the other, with a ſpiteful ſneer which all 
his art was not ſufficient to ſuppreſs) that 
would have leſſened your anxiety about that 


fair lady.“ 


« Aye! What was that ? What do you know 


of her?“ 


Only, my lord, that her love mult cer- 
tainly have been very violent for your lordſhip, 
| when 

5 
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when your ſervant could fo readily revail upon 
her to marry him. Hah! bak pe pon 


could the do) ' + er 812015 
„ And your lordſhip may add, that monſieut 
e ee a man of parts, and maſter of pre- 
vailing arguments. T fee he has conducted his 
ſcheme cleverly.” Pf CORN OE ITY 

Eh] I do not underſtand you. His ſcheme! 
No. It was my RY not his.“ | 
_ « Yes, my lord, I perceive the propoſal was 
your's; but the plan I have good reaſon to 
n 8 
„ His! No, no; not at all. It was his 
Grace's. Frippeau knew nothing of the mat- 
ter, — T informed him 1 . 

« Not directly of this t you, my lord; 
but that he had Ermed dom Pian 55 the kind i 
am very clear? | NA 

«© How could that be? What ſhould make 
you think fo?” —© | T3. 

<«« Becauſe, my lord, he and this lady, to my 
certain knowledge, had a very good under- 
ſtanding long before the time you ſay you firſt 
made your addreſſes to her.“ 1 

« A good underſtanding! What do you 
mean? Prithee fpeak plainer.” 2 " 
I mean, my lord, that monſieur and ma- 
dam had had an amour; and that, inſtead of his 
ne your lordſhip's whore, and fathering 
your baſtard, by a prudent participation of what 
he could well ſpare he has had the addreſs to 
take in your lordſhip to provide for him and 
his hopeſul family. That is all I mean, my 


lord. . 15 Fi 
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« An amour with her! Impaſfible! I am ſure 
it could be no ſuch ans I hat can haye put 
this —_— your head !”?, = * 

« My lord, it was put into m d by m 
1 to catch the fond Sir rinſed Y * 
folds of love one evening, in the arbour at the 
bottom of the gardem.” ©  _. 

« 'Sdeath ! when was this?? ?!!!! 

«© The very evening after we went into the 
country. It would have done you good to ſee 
bow lovingly the turtles billed. The joy they 
expreſſed at meeting ſnewed that they had been 
well acquainted before: 

„Damn their joy! But how the devil came 
you not to tell me of this?” - | 

« Becauſe, my lord, ſhe bribed me to ſecrecy 
by the ſame favour. Beſides, I could never 
ſuſpect that your lordſhip: would have been 
made ſuch a dupe of by a country-girl.”” - __ 
Infamous bitch ! And to pretend ſo much 
love for me all the while! But I will be re- 
venged, I will have the ſcoundrel turned out 
directly, and let the whore's father know of all 
her tricks.“ . Of 2 a 

„And he will give you all the vexation he 
can in your affairs, in return for the thare 
you have had in them. Nor is it in your power 
to turn out Frippeau now. He has a patent for 
his place, and defies you. 23 

« Confulion.! What muſt do? 

„Why, my lord, you: muſt even go and re- 
turn your thanks to his Grace for his great fa- 
vour ſo worthily beſtowed, and ſubmit patient · 
ly to the abuſe you have received, becauſe it is 
not in your power to redreſs it,” . 


Saying 
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- Saying this he took his leave, ſomewhat con- 
ſoled for the ill treatment he had met with from 
his Grace,” by thinking that bis lordſhip, who 
thought he had received the benefit of it, was 
fill more abuſed than he 
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Misfortunes maltiply. A new method « , 

aſfilance of the great. Common * 
CHAMELTON breaks with his great friends 
rather unpolitely. His hiftory concluded with 


EVERELY as he felt this ftroke, it was 

but a trifle to the misfortunes which began 
now to pour in upon him. From his lordſhip's 
he went on his uſual errand, to the perſon 
who had hitherto ſupplied him with money on 
a mortgage of his eſtate; but, to his unſpeak- 
able ſurprize, inſtead of complying with his de- 
mand, the ſcrivener told him very gravely, that 
he could not advance any more upon that ſecu- 
rity; and defired he would take meaſures for 
paying him off without delay, or he muſt fore- 
cloſe the mortgage. . 

It is impoſhble to expreſs the aſtoniſhment 
into which this ſpeech threw him. As ſoon as 
he recovered himſelf a little, © Surely, fir, 
(laid he) that eftate muſt be worth conſiderably 
more than my debt to you. The clear rent is 
eight hundred pounds a year; and the laſt time 
we ſettled I owed you bat fourteen thouſand 
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pounds, intereſt and principle, ſince which I 
have not had any more from you; ſo that you 
muſt certainly be miſtaken. The eſtate is worth 
ſeveral thouſands more.” | 

„Look you, fir, (anſwered the ſcrivener) as 
you have always dealt with me like a gentle- 
man, I will ſtrain a point ſo far as to give ore 
thouſand pounds more; but that is on condi- 
tion, that you execute a ſale of that eſtate to 
me directly; and that is by five hundred more 
than I would give any other man I deal with.” 

I am much obliged to you for your friend- 
ſhip, fir ; but think that fifteen thouſand pounds 
is rather too little for eight hundred a year.” 

„Why, there it is now. You gentlemen 
who have eſtates in land think there is nothing 
lice them; but we know the contrary. Money, 
money, fir, is the thing. Sir, I can honeſtly 
make ten percent, or perhaps more, of my mo- 
ney, every day I live now; and this without 
being plagued with tenants breaking, and re- 
pairs, and taxes, and I do not know how ma- 
ny vexafions which attend landed eſtates. No ! 
No! Money, Money is the thing.” 

« Ten per cent! Aye, that you can, and 
more to my certain knowledge, or my debt 
could never have amounted ſo high by ſome 
thouſands, But this kind of talking — 
nothing. Tell me directly, what is the moſt 
that you will give me?“ 

* Sir, I cannot give any more than I have 
ſaid ; and out of that you muſt pay all the coſts 
cf making the conveyance too.” 

Then, fir, you never ſhall have my eſtate, 
vou may be aſſured. I am not reduced to ſub- 
mit to ſuch iniquitous extortions yet,” — With 

Ver. I. K Which 
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which words he turned about and left the room, 
ſenſible that it was to no purpoſe to attempt 
uſing any arguments with one of his profeſ- 
lion. | 

He was well enough acquainted with the 
world, to know that the ſcrivener would never 
have made ſuch a declaration till he had every 
thing prepared to put it in execution, and con- 
ſequently that his own ſituation admitted not 
of a moment's delay. 

Accordingly he went directly to a gentleman 
who had often hinted a deſire to purchaſe his 
eſtate, if ever it ſhould be to be fold, as he 
plainly foreſaw it muſt in the end; with whom, 
in the preſent agitation of his ſpirits, he con- 
cluded a bargain in a very few words, that left 
him without a foot of property upon earth. 

The forming a reſolution, be it what it will, 

is real relief to a mind in diftreſs, by taking off 
the attention from that diſtreſs, and fixing it 
on the means of executing the reſolution. 

From the moment he determined to ſell his 
eſtate he enjoyed a tranquility which amid all 
his pleaſures he had long been a ſtranger to; 
and though he was ſenſible that he ſhould have 
but a very poor pittance remaining to found his 
future hopes upon, when all his debts were paid, 
the thought of diſappointing the ſorivener's 
baſe deſign gave him ſuch pleaſure that he ſcarce 
attended to his own ruin; or, if he had any 
ſenſe of it, the illuſion that had drawn it upon 
him, and under which he ſtill continued, took 
off half its horrors. 

When my friends ſee (ſaid he) that I and 
in need of their aſſiance, they will give it with- 
out even putting me to the pain of — ap- 
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plication : and J have money enough due to 
me among them, to ſapport me as uſual, till 
ſome ſuch opportunity offers: all cannot be fo 
baſely inſincere as his grace. 
Supported by this hope, he went to ſpend the 
next evening among them with his wonted 
ſpirits: but a conſciouſneſs of his deſperate 
circumſtances made his apprehenſions ſo deli- 
cate, that he conftrued the common pleaſan- 
tries of his companions into perſonal inſults, 
and left them abruptly, as much ſurpriſed at his 
behaviour as he was offended at theirs. | 
But they were not long at a loſs to account 
for it. One of theclub, who had been on the 
ſame errand himſelf that day with the lawyer 
who drew the conveyances of the other's eſtate, 
and learned the affair from him, coming in juſt 
after he had gone away in that odd manner, di- 
rectly told them the whole affair, heightened 
with the additional embelliſhments of his own 
good -nature, ſuch as the purchaſe of his eſtates 
not having paid half his debts, and his being 
reduced now to a condition worle than beggary. 
This opened a field for curious ſpeculations. 
Inſtead of regretting a ruin, which they had 
themſelves been the occaſion of, they all ranout 
intothe groſſeſt ridicule, and ſevereſt invectives, 
againſt his fooliſh vanity, for pretending to live 
upon an equality with perſons of ſuperior rank 
and fortune ; the moſt extravagant of the whole 
ſet, and thoſe eſpecially whoſe circumſtances 
were reduced neareſt to a level with his, de- 
claiming loudeſt in the praiſe of prudence and 
economy, and railing molt againſt him for the 
oppoſite vices. | 
The concluſion of all was, that it would no 
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longer be proper for them to admit him into theit 
company: but, as forbidding him directly might 
too probably be attended with conſequences 
they did not chuſe, they unanimouſly reſolved 
to take the ſafer method of treating him with 
aà coldnefs, that. to one of his delicacy could not 
fail to anſwer the ſame end, without expoſing 
them to ſuch danger, e 
As for him, the manner in which he paſſed 
the remaining part of the night is too horrid 
for deſcription. After cure own folly and 
their baſeneſs, till his ſpirits were quite exhauſt- 
ed, he at length bethought himſelf, that the 
particular expreſſions which had given bim 
ſuch pain were in the common ſtile of their 
converſation, and in all probability without any 
perſonal application to him, as it was ſcarce 
poſſible, that they could have received any ac- 
count of ſo recent a tranſaction, 

The conſolation which this thought gave 
him, enabled him to take ſome reſt ; ſo that 
when he aroſe, he repaired to the uſual place, 
ia pretty good ſpirits: but this was only like 
a gleam of ſun-ſhine between two ſtorms; the 
behaviour of his companions, in conſequence 
of the generous reſolution of the night before, 
ſoon removing every doubt of their meaning 
and deſign, 1 a 

Stung to the ſoul at this, he ſtarted up, and 
looking at them with the fierceneſs of deſpera- 
tion; © I plainly ſee, ſaid he, in an haughty 
tone, that my ruin is no ſecret; nor am I ata 
Joſs to account for the prudential motives, of 
this behaviour: but you are miſtaken, my wor- 
thy friends, if judging of me by yourſelves, 
you think Iam mean enough to ſollicit, or fe- 
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ceive any favour from you. Moſt of this com- 
pany are in my debt, both for money won and 
lenc. The payment of that is all. I require, 
and what I will infiſt on. If I owe any of 

u any thing, let it be demanded now, as this 
is the laſt time I ſhall ever come among you.” 

The firſt word he ſpoke cauſed an univerſal 
ſilence, nor were any of them very ready to 
break it when he had ended, but fat looking 
at each other as at a loſs what to ſay, and ex- 
pecting who ſhould ſpeak fi: ſt, 

This behaviour almoſt difarmed his rage, 
and turned it into contempt ; caſting his eye 
thereſore round him with ineffable diſdain, I 
give you time, ſaid he, to conſider of my de- 
mand till to-morrow, when, if I have not a ſatis- 
factory anſwer, I ſhall apply perſonally to each 
in another manner — Saying which, he flung 
out of the room. 

The threat implied in theſe laſt words in- 
fluenced ſome of them whoſe debts were but 
imall to pay him: but the greater part, ſhelter- 
Ing — in the privileges of their rank, 
gallantly thought proper to take no notice 
of his demand. | | 


But this was not their beſt proteCtion : pro- 
voked as he was at the baſeneſs of their beha- 
viour, his pride would not permit him to repeat 
a demand, which, from his preſent circum- 
ſtances might be imputed to neceſſity. According- 
ly, tired of a place where every object he ſaw 
upbraided him -with his folly, he purchaſed a 
commiſſion in the army with the poor remains 
of his fortune, and ſought to filence the re- 
proaches of his own mind, by the tumults and 
horrors of war.“ 
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Of all the inſtances of human folly which 1 
bad y et ſeen, this affected me moſt. O gra- 
cious ; ſpirit! ( faid I with an heavy ſigh) bow 
wretched is the ſtate. of man, that the fineſt en- 
dowmentsof mind are not ſufficient to ſecure him 
from falling into this inexplicable labyrinth 
Is there no land-mark to warn him from the 
_ ger? No clue to guide his ſteps. in ſafety 

h the giddy maze?” 
er Phe brighteſt endowments ( anſwered he) 
a 80 only to make folly more conſpicuous, and 
ravate the pain of ruin by reproach, except 
they will ſubmit to the direction of prudence. 

But the contrary is too often the caſe. The 
vivacity which reſults from great parts is above 
ſtooping to any reſtraint, eſpecially from a virtue 
that appears to be meerly negative. 

« Hence it is that you ſee the greateſt follies 
are generally committed by men of the greateſt 
genius; as, on the other hand, the moſt ſolid ad- 
vantages are obtained by moderate abilities, 
when directed by that unerring guide. Of the 
former you have ſeen a ſtriking inſtance in this 
perſon, and every view of life makes it unne- 
ceſſary to give any of the latter. 

As to him, there is no ſpecies of folly m more 
_ extenſively fatal than that which proved his 
ruin. Everyone, who, liſtening to the allure- 
ments of idleneſs, neglects to improve the pre- 
ſent moment, and depends on chance to bring 
on another day that which application might 
procure him now, is guilty of it. All have the 
means of rational ſucceſs within their power 
when they firſt ſet out in Jife, and the many 
who miſcarry owe their misfortune — 
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A rare character. Deſcription of a lady's 'clofet. 
Pleaſing meditations ; with one fide of a remark- 
able converſation. The hiſtory of Calia and 
Strephon. Majqued batteries moſt dangerous in 
love as well as war. f 


\ HILE the ſpirit was making theſe re- 
flections, I happened to caſt my eye up- 
cn a female whoſe appearance raiſed my cu- 
rioſity to take more particular notice of her. 
Though ſhe was deſcending faſt into the vale 
of years, and time's inexorable hand had robbed 
her charms of all their bloom, there was a 
ſweetneſs and ſenſibility in her looks, an ele- 
gance and grace in her whole form, which made 
the very ruins of beauty look lovely, and were 
impoſſible to be beheld without the tendereſt 
emotions. 

She was fitting in a favourite cloſet, the firſt view 
of which ſuggeſted an idea of the owner's charac- 
ter. It looked into a ſpacious garden that hung 
over the banks of a ſilver ftream. At the lower 
end a variety of evergreens and flowering ſhrubs 
formed a number of little arbours, and ſpread a 
fragrance through the air, that diſpoſed the heart 
to ſoftneſs, and filled it with delight. Beyond 
them a row of venerable oaks bounded the 
view, among which the ſtream, ſtealing inſen- 
ſibly from the ſight, made the whole proſpect 
moſt romantick and grand. T he-windows were 
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the ceiling was painted the ſtory of Apollo and 
Daphne, by a maſter-hand. A large book-caſe, 
- carved in the Chineſe taſte, and highly gilt, co- 
vered each end of the cloſet, and 2 a 
complete collection of all the plays, poems, and 
romances in the modern languages, which treat 
of love as a ſcience, and heighten its pleaſures 
by the powers of imagination. A glaſs that 
reached from the floor to the ceiling was placed 
againſt the pier between the windows, and, cor- 
reſponding with one of equal ſize on the oppoſite 
ſide of the cloſet, ſerved to ſhew the whole perſon 
at one view; and a yariety of maſquerade-habits, 
for the characters of nymphs, nuns, ſhepherdeſſes 
and queens, with all their different inſignia, 
hung up in regular order on each fide of the 
door, and made the whole of a piece. 

She ſat at a table placed before one of the 
windows, with a huge folio open before her, on 
which ſhe leaned her elbow as ſhe meditated on 
what ſhe had been reading, with her head re- 
clined upon her hand, and her eyes fixed upon 
the ceiling ; her ſpeCtacles lay upon the book, 
to mark the place where ſhe had ſtopped, and 
her ſnuff-box and handkerchief beſide it. 

After ſhe had been muſing thus for ſome 
minutes, Happy days ( faid ſhe, with a 
ſigh) when love and honour governed the world! 
when ceremony gave place to ſincerity, and in- 
clination went hand in hand with virtue! Why 
did I not live then? Why was my lot reſerved for 
theſe dull iron times? I might have been a 
gentle ſhepherdeſs, and ſpent my bliſsful life 
with ſome ſelected faithful ſwain in ſweet Arca- 
dian vales, awaking with our tuneful pipes the 


ſlow-paced morn, when we aroſe to tend our 
fleecy 
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fleecy care; and, ſlumbering away the ſ 
— claſped in each other's arms, in here 
queſtered fragrant bowers, beſide ſome purling 
— whoſe murmurs lulled each wearied 
ſenſe to reſt.” SS, | 

Then, taking a pinch of fnuff, and riſing 
from her chair, Or elſe I might have been 
ſome beauteous princeſs (continued ſhe, as ſhe 
walked with a majeſtick air acroſs the floor} 
whoſe fame had filled the world, and brought 
adoring princes to my feet.” HE ain) 

She was interrupted in theſe pleafing medita- 
tions by the entrance of a ſervant with a letter. 
Diſmiſſing him with a nod, the moment ſhe ſaw 
the well-known hand, and then kiſſing the di- 
rection, ſhe opened the letter, and read it over 
in a perfect rapture. ps * 

O Strephon ! (ſaid ſhe, as ſoon ſhe had en- 
ded) who can refiſt thy ſweet perſuaſive tongue? 
Such eloquence ſure never ſued in vain! Ves, I 
will meet you. Cælia will meet her Strephon 
with all the ardour of unſated love.“ 

When ſhe had thus given vent to her tranſ- 
port, ſhe ſat down again very compofedly to 
her beloved ſtudy ; at which ſhe continued till 
ſummoned unwillingly to dinner. 

A lover's repaſts are never long. As foon as 
ſhe had made an haſty meal, ſhe. ſet out with 
all the eagerneſs of expectation for the ſhady 
walk at the bottom of the garden. The throb- 
bing of her heart, as ſhe approached this ſcene 
molt opportune for love, made me imagine ſhe 
was waited for by ſome favourite ſwain, whom 
expected to ſee claſp her immediately in his 


arms. 8 
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But, though no ſuch lover appeared, ſhe ſeems 
ed neither diſappointed nor diſpleaſed. The mo- 
ment ſhe entered the walk, I come, my deareſt 
Strephon ! (ſaid ſhe, ſpreading her arms to em- 
brace the empty air, and talking as if to ſome 
one preſent) your Cœlia, punctual to your ap- 
pointment, comes to ſpend a rapturous hour 11 
converſation with her foul's beloved. Here will 
I lean upon your arm, and hearkento the muſic 
of your voice, as we walk along the flowery 
margin of this limpid ftream. Theſe conſcious 
ſhades, the nymphs, and naiads of theftream and 
grove, ſhall witneſs forthe purity of our paſſion”, 
And then again, as if replying ta ſomething 
he had ſaid, I own the force of what you 
urge. Perſuaſion hangs upon your tongue; 
and yielding nature pleads fo ſtrongly in your be- 
half, that virtue hardly can reſiſt : but ſpare the 
panting ſuppliant, nor ſeek to triumph farther 
over a proſtrate foe.” 
Ho can you wrong me fo ? Fantaſtick 
honour ! No! I deſpiſe the thought. Leave me 
the ſacred ſubſtance, virtue, and I will chear- 
fully give up the fading ſhadow, though cenſure 
pour forth all her invenomed rageagainſt me.” — 
Exalted generofity ! Then J am ſafe. 
Had you preſſed farther I had been undone. My 
rebel hear was ready to revolt.” | 
In this rapturous flighty train, ſhe continued 
her imaginary converſation for juſt an hour, 
pauſing at every period, as if for a reply, uſing 
all the geſtures, and ſhewing the attention of 
one engaged in deepdiſcourſe: then taking leave, 
with the moſt paſſionate expreſſions of regard, 
ſhe returned to her company, with whom ſhe 
ipent the reſt of the evening in the higheſt ſpi- 
Fits 3 
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rits; and that ſhe might preſerve the loved idea 
full upon her mind, as ſoon as her maid left the 
room, ſat up in her bed in all the flannels of the 
night, and putting on her ſpectacles once more 
read over his dear letter before ſhe could think 
of going to reſt, and therr put it carefully under 
her pillow to tempt delightful dreams. 

There was ſomething ſo unaccountable in the 
conduct of this lady, that, ſtrongly as curĩoſtty 
attached my attention to ſuch an extraordi 
ſcene, I could ſcarce contain myſelf to the con- 
cluſion of it; but was ſeveral times going to aſl 
my guide what it could poſſibly mean. 

He read my aftonifhment in my looks; and 
as ſoon as the drawing of her eurtain cloſed the 
farce, © I fee, ſaid he, that you are at a loſs 
what to make of this woman's fantaſtick beha- 
viour. It is a ſpecies of folly fo little known 
in common life, that it has not yet been diſtin- 
giſhed by any particular title; and will, there- 
fore, be beſt underſtood by a ſhort account of 
her life. | 

„ She was born, as you ſee, with every ad- 
vantage of beauty, rank, and fortune, which all 
received a higher luſtre ſtill from the uncommon 
endowments of her mind. So fair a morn pre- 
ſaged a cloudleſs day; and hope looked forward 
with aſſurance for a life of happineſs and honour. 
But ſhe ſoon fell from this envied height; and 
her misfortune was wrought by ſuch unlikely 
means, that it ſeemed to have been deſigned on 
purpoſe as a puniſhment and check on human 
confidence and vanity.” 

„A gentleman, of whom it was hard to 
tay, whether nature was more liberal to his 
nund, or crue] to his perſon, unfortunately 
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happened to fix his eyes upon her; /and either 
from inclination, or to ſhew the power of his 
wit, by inſpiring her with love, in deſpite of 
his deformity, directly marked her out for his 
addrefſles. 49 % 5 

% Flattery is the incenſe always offered to 
female beauty, and love the only language 
which it hears: but neither did he think the 
proper weapons for beginning his attack. He 
was ſenſible that the former would only reflect 
reproach on his own unpleaſing appearance, and 
obviate the ſucceſs of the latter, if offered be- 
fore art had palliated the defects of nature. 

He reſolved therefore to proceed upon 
another plan; and accordingly, wherever he 
met her, inſtead of entertaining her with hack- 
neyed, fulſome compliments, and unmeaning 
addreſſes, he affected to diſcover new beauties 
in her mind, which raiſed his attention above 
every thing elſe; and diſplayed the charms of 
his own underſtanding io delicately in the praiſe 
of hers, that ſhe inſenſibly became enamoured 
of his converſation, to ſuch a degree as to be 
indifferent to all other. | 

« One favourable circumſtance is often ſuf- 
ficient to remove the moſt diſadvantageous 
opinion. The diſguſt which his deformit 
raiſed ſoon ſubſided, and her attention was ſo 
fixed upon the perfections of his mind, thatſhe 
quite overlooked the defects of his form: this 
was a great advance; but difficulties ſtill as 
great remained, and which W the moſt 
conſummate art to conquer. Virtue was the 
rule by which ſhe guided all her ſteps, and 
Fame the darling paſſion of her foul. 
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„ But he was not at a loſs how to proceed. 
As he had before avoided flattering her beauty, 
for fear of drawing contempt upon himſelf, fo 
he now refrained from mentioning” the'very 
name of love, leſt her virtue ſhould take the 
alarm, and defeat his deſign. - His converſation 
was entirely ſentimental: and he never even 
glanced at ſenſual pleaſure, but to ſhew his 
diſapprobation of it. Bee We Lhd (Sci 

* Such a conduct ſoon won the confidence 
of her unexperienced, unſuſpecting heart; and 
there was ſomething fo flattering in the thought 
of being the ſelected friend of ſuch” a "perſon, 
that ſhe could not refift it, but gladly met his 
advances half way, and returned his profeſſions 
wit the moſt ſolid and boundleſs eſteem. © 

« The tranſition from friendſhip to love 
is imperceptible, and ſeldom fails between the 
different ſexes: but here the very means 
which had procured the former at the ſame time 
ſeemed to preclude all hopes of the latter for 
ever, 

« But if this diſappointed his deſires, it faci- 
litated the gratification of his vanity ; to which 
his heart was no leſs a ſlave. Secure in the pu- 
rity of her own heart, ſhe was eaſily led into 
breaches of thoſe uneſſential forms which 
cuſtom has arbitraily eſtabliſhed as the inſepa- 
rable ſhadows of virtue, and too many ſubſti- 
tute in the place of the ſubſtance. 

Envy inſtantly ſounded the alarm, blazon- 
ing the imaginary fall in the blackeſt colours, 
before the innocent victim of her rage was ſenſi- 
dle that ſhe niade the leaſt flip.” 
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wr . 3 con- 
tr — x extraordt method of holding con- 
verſation at 4 diſtance. People * pay for 
peepmg. Love is a riddle. ö 
cc E effects of innocenee and guilt often 
bear ſo near a reſemblance as to be miſ- 
taken for each other. Provoked at ſuch injuſtice, 
ſhe thought it beneath her to pay any farther 
regard to the caprices of public opinion; and, 
conſcious of her own innocence, piqued herſelf 
on e 7 To what had been ſo baſely miſre- 
preſented : but this imprudent pride was imput- 
ed to another cauſe ; and ſhe was. ſaid to be 
hardened by guilt into a defiance of ſhame. 
«© Her friend, who had deſignedly led her by 
the hand into this labyrinth, thought he now 
had a proper opportunity to unmaſk his whole 
deſign. Accordingly he began to change the 
the tenour of his diſcourſe, and try to pervert 
her principles, or tempt her paſhons to rebel 
againſt them. He drew pleaſure in the moſt 
alluring colours, and ſoftened the horrors of 
vice by every ſpecious artifice : arguing againſt 
the excellence of virtue from the general op- 
poſition of nature to its dictates; and, by a da- 
ring perverſion of divine truth, attempting to 
prove the very neceſſities of guilt as the proper 
means to merit the rewards of Innocence.” But 
& Though his tongue 
% Drop d manna, and could make the worſe 
appear 


« The better reaſon; for his thoughts were 1 
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She ſaw that . all was falſe and hollow,” and 
refuting his arguments with an indignant aſpe- 
rity, conyinced bim that all attempts of the 
kind muſt ever prove in vain: nor was this diſaꝑ- 
pointment ſo ſevere as may be imagined. Vani- 
ty had at leaſt an equal ſhare with deſire in his 


original deſign againſt her; and age and ipfir- 
mities had now ſa far cooled the latter, that he 
was eaſily. contented with the gratification of 
the former. | * a = 

« For this reaſon he readily agreed to a 
poſal of hers to hold an intereourſe of fc 
into which ſenſe ſhould never be admitted; and 
as it might not be in their power to meet ſo 
often as — muſt deſire each other's converſa- 
tion, they ſettled rules for a correſpondence by 
letter, which nothing ſhould ever interrupt. _ 

“From this time, to enable her to ſupport the 
heavy weight of public cenſure and neglect, of 
which ſhe now began to be ſenſible, ſhe was 
obliged to have recourſe to books ; and the turn 


of her thoughts naturally ſuggeſted the choice 
you ſaw. _ | 

« Nothing is more dangerous than flying for 
relief from any diſtreſs to folly. The natural 
propenſity of the mind to it is ſo ſtrong, that 
the fainteſt ſhadow of encouragement from rea- 
lon links them inſeparably for ever. The plea- 
ſure ſhe took in theſe books grew upon her in- 
ſenſibly, till ſhe loſt all taſte for every other en- 
joyment; and the ſtudy of them wrought ſuch 
a chanze in her mind, that ſhe ſoon relaxed the 
rules of her correſpondence, and deſcended to 
write like other mortals, 
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Ho far this humour might have been im- 
proved, it is not fair to conjecture: perhaps, 
what was her friend's conſolation before was her 
protection now. However, he keeps up his 
correſpondence with all the ardour of deſire; but 
asthis change in the ſtile might ſeem to lead to a 
more material one in their conduct, ſhould the 
meet frequently as before, he luckily thought 
of the fantaſtic expedient which' you ſaw her 
put in practice of retiring each of them alone at 
an appointed time, to converſe in the power of 
imagination as if together; and to give a conſiſ- 
tency to their thoughts, the fame letter which 
makes the affignation appoints the ſcene of it 
and the ſubject of the converſation. 5 

There is nothing ſo extravagant or abſurd 
but habit will reconcile ; eſpecially when it flat- 
ters any favourite paſſion. Ridiculous as this 
thought of holding an imaginary converſation 
muſt appear, ſhe was fo pleaſed with it, that it 
ſoon became her greateſt entertainment; nor to 
this day will ſhe ſuffer the moſt ſerious concerns 
of life to interfere with the enjoyment of it. 

“ Of this ſhe has given inſtances, which have 
been attended with circumſtances of ſo ſevere 
ridicule as muſt have cured any mind of ſuch a 
folly, that was not under an abſolute infatua- 
tion. I will relate one for the whimſical fingu- 
larity of it. | | 

«© Soon after this method of. converſing was 
ſettled between her and her friend, while her 
charms were ſtill in all their glory, a nobleman 
of the firſt rank was fo ſmitten with them, that 
he reſolved to propoſe anunion with her for life, 


concluding that the cenſures which had been 
MAS 1 levelled 
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levelled againſt her, and were now almoſt for- 
got, ſomething more recent having given the 
tongue of ſcandal other employment, were only 
the effect of envy at her ſuperior excellence. 

« The firſt hint of his deſign was received 
with pleaſure by all her friends; and he was 
even beginning to make ſome advances in her 
eſteem, when an unlucky accident at once 
overcaſt ſo fair a proſpect. 22 

« As he was walking alone with her one 
morning in the garden, and ftriving to give his 
converſation ſuch a turn as ſhould introduce a 
declaration of his paſſion, as if by accident and 
without the painful formality of a direct addreſs, 
a ſervant delivered her a letter, which in the 
abſence of impatience, ſhe inſtantly opened, 
without ever reflecting who was preſent. _ 

The pleaſure ſhe diſcovered in her looks 
while ſhe was reading it raiſed his curiolity to 
know who her happy correſpondent could be, 
for he ſaw the direction was in a man's hand; 
and an accident ſoon preſented him an opportu- 
nity of gratifying it : for ſhe had ſcarce ran the 
letter over, when recollecting the impropriety 
of what ſhe had done, ſhe haſtily attempted to 
put it up, and making him an apology,for ſuch 
2 breach of ceremony, reſumed her former con- 
verſation ; but with ſuch an inconſiſtency and 
abſence of mind as evidently ſhewed ſhe was 
thinking of ſomething elſe. | 

But, inſtead of putting the letter in her 
pocket, ſhe had in her confuſion dropped it on 
the ground, which he directly perceived, and 
the nature of his intentions making him think 
he had a right to take every method-of gaining 
information in any thing that might _ his 

* 


2 THE REVERIE.. 


happineſs in ſo delicate a point, he reſolved if 
poſſible to avail himſelf of the accident, and get 
a ſight of it. Accordingly he led her away to 
ſome company who were 1n another part of the 
garden; and as ſoon as he ſaw her engaged in 
converſation, feigning an excuſe of having 
dropped his handkerchief, went back in ſearch 
of the letter, which he readily found; and 
opening it without heſitation, ſaw to his utter 
aſtoniſhment and confuſion, that it contained 
the moſt rapturous exultations of ſucceſsful 
love ; for the further gratification of which, it 
appointed a meeting in the ſhady walk at the 
bottom of the garden that very evening. . 

It is eaſy to conceive his ſituation at this diſ- 
covery. The firſt impulſe of his rage was to 
find out the bold invader of his happineſs, and 
ſacrifice him to his juſt reſentment, as he con- 
cluded, that he could not be ignorant of his in- 
tended alliance with that deceitful wanton : but 
the difficulty was to diſcover who he was, for 
the letter was ſigned only with the fictitious 
name of Strephon; and he could not expect that 
ſhe would inform him, ſhould he charge ber 
with her baſeneſs, and demand his name. 

«© But he was not long at aloſs. He readily 
judged that ſhe would be punctual to an aſſigna- 
tion, which evidently gave her ſuch pleaſure. He 
therefore reſolved to take no notice of what he 
had diſcovered ; but to try if he could not by 
ſome means or other gain admittance into the 
garden, and conceal himſelf near the ſcene of 
appointment, ſo as to be able to detect them in 
ſuch a manner as ſhould deprive them of every 
colour of defence or extenuation, and juſtify 
the ſeverity of his meditated revenge: —_— 
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fear the loſs of the letter ſhould alarm her, he 
laid it exactly in the place he found it; and 
turning ſhort into another walk, had not gone 
many ſteps,” when he faw her running with the 
utmoſt anxiety in her looks in queſt of it, as he 
alſo perceived by the joy that ſparkled in her 
eyes when ſhe returned to the company, that 
ſhe had found it. © 185 ene part 

« The next part of his plot ſucceeded 
without difficulty: he readily got 'admittance 
in diſguiſe at the back · door of the garden, as if 
to gratify common curioſity; and had not been 
many minutes in his concealment, when he 
ſaw her haſten to the place of aſſignation with 
all the eagerneſs and impatience of love. 

« His diſappointment then was the ſame as 
yours. He heard her hold her imaginary con- 
verſation in the ſame manner; and as it was 
impoſſible for him to comprehend what it meant, 
that very circumſtance only doubled his anxiety 
to develope ſuch a dark and unaccountable- ſcene. 

„ But though be had not detected her in the 
flagrant manner be deſigned, his ſcheme was 
not entirely diſappointed, as ſhe had made the 
diſcovery he wanted, by her frequent repetition 
of her lover's name in the courſe of her conver- 
lation. As ſoon therefore as ſhe retired, he re- 
lolved to go directly to him, and require an ex- 
planation of the whole affair: but what was his 
ſurpriſe to find that he had been confined ta his 
room for many months by the gout, nor had a 
proſpect of quitting it ſoon ! He 
thought that he ſhould only make himſelf ridi- 
culous by mentioning the motive of his viſit, 
and ſo paſſed it off under the appearance of 
common ceremony. | 

CHAP, 
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Continued. — Perplexity worſe perplexed. 4 flight 
prejudice of education opens a new ſcene of confuſun. 
A curious account of a JUGGLER. |; Hie foils the 
Devil at his um weapons; but is far e lum. 


ſelf in the midſt of his triumph. 


N th I'S naturally enereaſed his bnd 
He now — — the affair as a maſ- 
ter· piece of intrigue; the myſtery of which he 
was determined, if poſſible to diſcover. With 
this deſign he directly diſpatched a truſty ſer- 
vant to try if he could find out among the ſer- 
vants of the other, whether there was any 
intercourſe between them and that lady; who 
immediately returned with an account, that 
ſcarce a day paſſed in which they ſent not let- 
ters to Pex other in the moſt publick manner ; 
and particularly, which was the principal point 
of his enquiry, that her footman had received 
one for her that very morning. 

_ < Theafſtoniſhment into which this erben 
threw him may be eaſily conceived. The 
avowed libertiniſm of this gentleman's charac- 
ter gave him too juſt reaſon to form the worſt 
opinion of any intercourſe with him; at the 
ſame time that the manner in which it was car- 
ried on ſeemed to contradi& its being of an 
improper nature: but, as this might alſo be only 
a fineſſe, he reſolved to try if he could not 
make uſe of it to confirm that very ſuſpicion 
which it was deviſed to clude. 


cc Accordin oly 


THE REVERIF. 21 


« Accordingly he employed the ſame ſer- 
vant to corrupt the gentleman's porter, by a 
conſiderable bribe, to let him have a ſight of 
the next letter he received to ſend to her, Which 
he ſolemnly promiſed to return ſo ſoon, that it 
ſhould not be miffed.” NO ** 

The porter had had too much connection 
with the great to be proof to ſuch a temptation. 
He gave the letter, and the nobleman had 
the farther aſtoniſhment to find, that it con- 
tained not only another aſſignation, but eren 
ſpoke in raptures of the pleaſures of the laſt. 

«© This involved him in tenfold darkneſs. 
He ſcarce knew how to believe his fenſes; and 
began to conſider whether the whole might not 
poffibly be a dream. As ſoon as he recovered a 
little trom his aſtoniſhment, he returned the let- 
er; and prepared in the ſame manner as before to 
be a witneſs of this moſt ſurpriſing ſcene, when 
upon ſeeing her former incomprehenſible extra- 
vazancies, he directly concluded ſhe was under 
the deluſion of ſome faſcination, and that the 
gentleman uſed more than natural means to 
bring her into this ſtate, to ſerve ſome baſe pur- 
poles of his own. EE” 

„Full of this notion, which an unhappy 
prejudice of education, his imagination havin 
been filled in his infancy with ſuch terrors of 
withcraft and incantation, as it was im- 
poſſible for reaſon ever abſolutely to get the 
better of, made him more readily give into, he 

lüpped away unperceived by her, and running 
to the houſe, alarmed the whole family with a 
creadful account of her being, at that very in- 
tant, under the dominion of an evil ſpirit. 


cc It 
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At is impoſſible to deſcribe the conſterna- 

tion into which this ſtory thre them all; eſpe- 
cially the lady's mother, who, in the weakneſs 
of extreme age, had reſigned herſelf to the illy- 
ſions of a ſet of pretended reformers, whoſe 
method was to fill the minds of their infatuated 
followers with imaginary terrors, that 
might the more eaſily mould them to their own 
iniquitous purpoſes. They ſtared at each other 
for ſome time, in all the ghaſtlineſs of affright, 
unable to ſpeak a word: but he knowing that 
the time of her paſſeſſion would ſoon be at an 
end, and having oblerved before that no traces 
of it remained after the expiration of the ap- 
pointed hour, deſired that they would come out 
with him directly, and be witneſſes of the truth 
of what he told them. 
_«& On this, ſome of the boldeſt ventured 
with him, while the reſt went piouſly to prayers, 
and coming upon her unperceived, over-heard 
her in bigh diſcourſe, which they readily be- 
lieved his lordſhip's opinion to be with an evil 
ſpirit, whoſe voice even ſome of them confi- 
dent]y aſſerted they heard talking to her, though 
he did not appear to their ſight, _. 

As ſoon, therefore, as her taking leave of 
her imaginary companion made them think 
the ſpirit was withdrawn, and that they might 
approach her without danger, they all ruſhed 
upon her, and holding her faſt, while her ſur- 
prize deprived her of power to aſk the reaſon of 
ſuch treatment, hurried her directly into the 
houſe. 

It had happened, that while theywere out upon 
this important expedition, her mother's ghoſtly - 
guide had called in as uſual, to enquire into a 

ate 
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ate of her conſcience, and to exchi ſpiri- 
tual for bodily comforts. The fight of him 


filled them all with joy. O Doctor, ſaid the 


good old W you are come in a 
ment.” —A 


poor unhappy daughter! O doctor, the e 


mo- 


then wringing her hands, my 


nemy 
has ſurpriſed her; the foul fiend has taken 


daughter ! 


« As it was impoſſihle to conceive what ſhe 
meant, the doctor turned to another of the 
company, whoſe grief and affright had not fo 
far overpowered her reaſon; who in a few 
words informed him of the whole affair. Though 


upon all occaſions, he aſſumed an a 


ppearance 


of the higheft reſolution which his pretended 
ſanctity of life could inſpire, his ſoul was ſe- 


cretly a ſlave to _— terror which conſcious 


guilt could raiſe to ſtartle the moſt bi 


gotted 


ſuperſtition. Such a ſtory, therefore, was far 
from being agreeable to him: however, as it 


bore not the leaſt appearance of probability, 


and 


eſpecially as it was impoſſible for him to retreat 
now, without forfeiting his credit for ever, he 
reſolved to hide his fears, and act his part in 
dehance to his conſcience, as he had often 


done in other caſes, be the conſequence what 


it would. * 


While he was forming this reſolution, he 
ſtood with his hands and half-cloſed eyes raiſed 
to heaven, as if wrapt in mental adoration and 
prayer, to invoke the divine aſſiſtance: an atti- 
tude which he had practiſed ſo often, whenever 
he wanted time to conſider how he ſhould ex- 
cate himſelf out of any difficulty, or car 


on any glaring. impoſition, that he now feJl. 


into 
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into it mechanically. Then turning to the 
trembling matron, Fear not madam,” ſaid 
he, in a {low ſolemn voice, and with an air of 
importance, the prayers of the faithful are 
able to prevail over all the powers of Satan. 
Thy daughter ſhall be reſtored: my ſpirit hath 
received aſſurance, and longs to undertake the 
conteſt. Now ſhall thou behold the prince of 
darkneſs put to flight, and all his ſtrength de- 
feated by the word of feeble man: but faith 
does all.”——*< Juſt as he ſaid this, he heard 
them forcing the ſuppoſed demoniack into the 
room, and ſummoning up all his courage 
and effrontery, prepared to exorciſe her accord- 
ing to a ritual of his own invention: the terror, 
that in ſpite of. all his efforts to conceal it glared 
in his eyes aſſiſting his impoſition, and paſſing 
upon all preſent for the emanation of enthuſia- 
ſtick rapture. 

„All deſcription falls ſhort of ſuch a ſcene. 
The aſtoniſhed patient was obliged to undergo 
the whole ceremony, without being permitted 
to aſk the meaning of it, every time ſhe at- 
tempted to ſpeak her voice being drowned, by 
a general exclamation of affright and ſolemn 
adjuration to ſilence, which her amazement 
made her the more eaſily comply with. 

c As ſhe fat therefore in ſilent wonder, with- 
out any appearance of diſtraction, during the 
laſt act of the farce, the * Juggler, as ſoon as it 
was finiſhed, addreſſing himſelf to her mother, 
<« ] told you madam (ſaid he with an air of 


— R—— 


— 
— 


See PiCART'S ceremonies and religious cuſtoms, Vol. III. | 
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triumph), that my method was infallible : it was 
partly invented by that ſage and pious prince 
James I. to whom the policy of Satan's kingdom 
was as well known as that of his own ;*the reſt 
is an addition of mine, in which the ſucceſs 
teſtifies that my ſpirit was not denied divine aſ- 
ſiſtance : ſcepticks and infidels may ſcoff and 
doubt ;, but to pious faith is given demonſtra- 
ti0N,” —— 

Then — to his patient, And you, 
my daughter, ſhould repent of all your evil 
ways, and turn your heart to righteouſneſs, leſt 
the evil one ſhould not only come again and 
take poſſeſſion of his former habitation, but 
alſo bring others more wicked than himſelf with 
him; fo that your laſt eſtate would be worſe 
than the firſt, Open your heart therefore to 
the entrance of faith, and obey the call of 
grace.“ i 

This edify ing addreſs had an effect very contra- 
ry to what was intended. The authoritative air 
with which he delivered it, and the inſinuations 
of ſome ſecret guilt in his exhortation to repen- 
tance, provoked her ſpirit, naturally high, to ſuch 
a degree, that her anger getting the better of 
her aſtoniſhment, ** I defire to know, fir, (ſaid 
ſhe, with a look of indignation and contempt) 
by what right you preſume to ſpeak to me in 
this inſolent manner? Overpowered by vio- 
lence, and out of reſpect to a perſon whom I 
am ſorry to ſee join in ſuch an unnatural com- 
bination, I have ſubmitted to liſten to the incom- 
prehenſible nonſenſe, by which the ſacred name 
of the Deity has been profaned in the ridiculous 
farce, which you have juſt been acting: but I am 
not under the (ame obligation to bear with you. 

VoL. I. L . The 
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The reſentment that flaſhed from her eyes, 
when "ſhe began to ſpeak, had raiſed the ap- 
prehenſions of the company, that ſhe had not 
been ſufficiently exorciſed, which were too 
ſtrongly confirmed by what ſhe faid : reſpect, 
however, if not perhaps fear, prevented their 
interrupting her, till a tame jack-daw that had 
got up to the top of the houſe happening to 
chatter as he fell down the chimney, juſt as ſhe 
ſaid theſe laſt words, they all thought the Jugg- 


er's prophetick fears fulfilled ; and that a legion 


of devils was coming to take poſſeſſion of her, 
and falling upon their knees at the ſame inſtant, 
the Juggler began to run his lore over again in 
the moſt violent agitation ; his ſuperſtitious 
imagination taking the general alarm, while the 
reſt hung down their heads, nor dared to raiſe 
their eyes for fear of ſeeing ſome horrible ſight. 


#99005500/90509606005 
CHAP. IX. 


The Hiſtory of CLIA and STREPHON concluded, 
The TUGGLER juggled ; and the myſtery cleared 
up at lat. Habit too powerful for conviction. 
The advantage of making the firſt ſtory good. 


66 HIS doubled her diſtreſs, and almoſt 

communicated the infection to her. 
The terror glaring in all their ghaſtly looks 
convinced her that there was ſomething in their 
conduct more than ſhe could comprehend, and 
that they did not act thus meerly to inſult and 


ridicule her as ſhe had imagined. Unable 2 * 
ore 
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fore to reſiſt her impatience to be informed in 
the meaning of it, ſhe ſtepped up to her noble 
lover, for no one dared to hold her any longer, 
and addreſſing him with an earneſtneſs that ſhew- 
ed the anxiety and aſtoniſhment of her ſoul, 
and added not a little to the affright of his, 
« To you, my lord, (ſaid ſhe) I apply for re- 
lief from an amazement and perplexity which 
torture me almoſt to madneſs. What means 
the violence which has been offered to me ? 
What means this incomprehenſible behaviour of 
all preſent ? You have given me reaſon to ima- 
gine I held ſome place in your eſteem; by 
that I adjure you not to let me burſt in igno- 
rance.“ 

« Though his lordſhip's fright was little infe- 
rior to that of the oldeſt woman preſent, and 
ſcarce left him power to comply with her re- 
queſt, there was ſomething fo affecting in this 
application, that he could not reſiſt it. Ma- 
dam (ſaid he, looking earneſtly at her as he 
aroſe from his knees) I hardly know how to 
obey your commands, for fear of giving you of- 
tence.” 

„Fear not, my lord, (anſwered ſhe, impa- 
tiently) I aſk for information, and deſire to be 
told the truth.” ; 

* Then, madam, I am ſorry to tell you that 
you were ſeized in the garden on an opinion of 
your being at that inſtant under the power of 
witchcraft, if not actually poſſeſſed by ſome cvil 
ſpirit; and to deliver you from ſo dreadful a 
ſituation was and is the motive of that beha- 


viour at which you ſeem to be ſo much ſur- 
priſed.“ ; 


L 2 cc Be- 
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« Bewitched ! Poſſeſſed! Patience. Kind 
heaven, grant me patience! What can have 
given occaſion to an opinion ſo baſely infamous 
and abſurd ?” 

Before he had time to reply, the unlucky 
jackdaw hopped from the chimney, and, with- 
out giving him any warning, perched upon the 
Fuggler's head, who happened to kneel very near 
with his back toward it, and at the ſame inſtant 
repeating the tremendous chatter, caught him 
by the noſe, which was thrown up in his uſual 
attitude, as he muttered over his incoherent eja- 
culations. | 

«© Such an attack was too dreadful to be borne, 
The affrighted wretch threw himſelf forward on 
the ground, and in the guilty terrors of his 
imagination, thinking all the devils of hell had 
laid hold on him to revenge the inſolence of his 
pretending to an authority over them, roared 
out with all his might, „O ſpare me! Spare 
your poor ſervant, and I will never give you 
the leaſt diſturbance more! Never preſume to 
offend you by mimicking a power which I too 
well know I am not poſſeſſed of! Do what you 
pleaſe with all the world beſide, but ſpare your 
faithful indeſatigable ſlave ! Spare me at leaſt 
for this time, and take me wholly when I die.” 

« His lordſhip, who by his having riſen to an- 
fwer the adjuration of his miſtreſs, had an op- 
portunity of ſeeing the cauſe of the poor Juggler's 
fright, the ridiculouſneſs of which opened bis 
eyes to the abſurdity of the whole ſcene, burſt 
out into an immoderate fit of Jaughter, in which 
ſhe joined him with all her power. 

As ſoon as he was able to ſpeak, © Never 
fear, doctor, (faid be) I'll inſure you, for this 
time; 


THE REVERIE. zar 
time; your maſter has given you the reprieve you 
defire, and left this honeſt jack-daw to witneſs 
the bargain,” 3 

<« It is impoſſible to expreſs the effect which 
this ſpeech had upon all preſent. They in- 
ſtantly raiſed their heads, and turning their 
eyes to the proſtrate Juggler, ſaw the jack-daw 
buſied in tearing his wig, which had unluckily 
tangled about his claws. | hs 

«This fight inſtantly put an end to all their 


fears : they ravſed a peal of laughter that ſhook 


the room, which ſufficiently informed the un- 
fortunate juggler of his diſgrace, who, rifin 
from the ground in the utmoſt confuſion, flunk 
away without daring to ſhe his face, eſpecially 
he had made ſuch a fatal diſcovery of his ig- 
nurance and impoſtures, as it was impoſlible for 
his moſt inventive aſſurance and hypocriſy to 
extenuate. | 

But the company was too intent upon other 
matters to take any farther notice of him. As 
ſoon as the tumult of their mirth, in which all 
ſtrove to hide the remembrance of their paſt 
folly by their preſent loudneſs, had ſubſided, 
they made all poſſible apologies to the lady for. 
their behaviour, and expreſſed the higheſt aſto- 
niſhment at their own weakneſs, in giving cre- 
dit to ſuch a ridiculous ſtory, at the ſame time 
_ their eyes upon his lordſhip as the author 
Ot it, * 

„This threw him into a very diſagreeable 
ſituation. - He ſaw that it was Fans 300 for 
him to exculpate himſelf z but how to begin, 
or in what manner to do it, he was utterly at 


a loſs, | 
L 3 % The 
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The lady and he ſtood looking at each 
other thus, for ſome time, till at length her 
impatience made her break ſilence. © I hope, 
my lord, (ſaid ſhe) that you are ſatisfied with 
the ſucceſs of your exorciſm; and now that I 
am reſtored to myſelf, ſhould be glad to know 
your lordſhip's reaſon for entertaining an opi- 
nion not only ſo injurious to me, but alſo fo 
ridiculous in itſelf.” 

„Madam, (anſwered he, in the higheſt con- 
fuſion) I ſee the abſurdity of the ſcene in the 
ſtrongeſt light; and ſhould be ſincerely glad 
that the removal of one difficulty convinced me, 
that the opinion which gave riſe to it was as ill- 
grounded as I am ſenſible the conſequences 
of that opinion have been ridiculous.” 

For heaven's ſake, what can that difficulty 
be, my lord? Speak! Speak without reſerve! 
That delicacy which at other times is neceſ- 
ſery, is improper in ſuch caſes as this, and muſt 
give place to plainneſs and ſincerity.“ 

e mean, madam, thoſe myſterious conver- 
ſations which you hold in the ſhady walk, you 
beſt know by what means, with an abſent perſon.” 

„Means, my lord !— By what means! 1 
don't underſtand you.“ | 

c Such converſations, madam, can be held 
only by the aſſiſtance of evil ſpirits, or under the 
illuſion of faſcination: this is what I mean, 
madam ! And I wiſh I was not obliged to add, 
that your manner of acting, at the ſame time, 
was ſo extravagant, that nothing but being 
under ſome ſuch unhappy influence can account 
for it.” | 

It is not eaſy to conceive the confuſion 


with which theſe words ſtruck her. In the 
5 fightine(s 
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flightineſs of a warm imagination, ſhe had con- 
ſidered this method of holding an ideal conver- 
tion, not only as innocent and ſafe from repre- 
henſion, but alſo as ſomething of a refined and 


elevated nature, never ſuſpecting its being 


ſubject to fo ridiculous a conſtruction, nor in- 
deed giving herſelf time to reflect, that ſhe 
muſt certainly be taken notice of one time or 
other; and ſome ſuch wrong conſtruction put 


upon it, as it was impoſſible that reaſon ever 


could ſuggeſt the moſt diſtant conjecture of the 
right. 


«« But her eyes were now opened, and ſhe 


ſaw her folly in its moſt mortifying conſequen- 
ces. At firſt ſhe was undetermined how to act, 
whether to attempt paſſing it off as no more 
than a meer whim of her own, without any 
meaning or deſign, or candidly to confeſs the 
whole; for ſhe ſaw the indiſpenſible neceſſity 
ſhe was under to give fome account or other of 
it. 


< The difficulty was diſtreſſing; the latter 


muſt betray a myſtery, which, as too ſublime 
for common minds to comprehend, would only 
expoſe her to farther ridicule; and the former 
ſhe thought would ſhew a levity and childiſh- 
neſs which muſt bring her underſtanding in 
queſtion. | . 
This reflection determined her. When 
once a woman entertains an opinion of her own 
underſtanding, there is nothing which ſhe will 
not ſacrifice to preſerve it. I find myſelf 
reduced, my lord, (ſaid ſhe, after ſome paule) 
to the diſagreeable neceſſity of diſcloſing what 
Iwill ona 
ons which have given occaſion to all this folly 
17 Lo & © | and 


had rather conceal. The converſa- 
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and diſturbance, are ſo much out of the com. 
mon way, that, to ſet them in a proper light, it 
will be neceſſary to trace them to theit original.” 

« She then, in a few words, A told 
the whole, in the manner I have related; and, 
to confirm the truth of her account, produced 
ſeveral of her friend's letters, making appoint- 
ments for, and fixing the ſubjeQs of their ima- 

converſations. 

« His lordſhip, who, from the circum- 
ſtances he knew, though for obvious reaſons 
he had thought proper to conceal his know- 
ledge of them, was convinced that ſhe had 
told the truth, aſked her pardon in the po- 
liteſt manner for the part he had unwittingly 
acted in the affair, and was fo charmed with 
her ingenuity, and the delicacy and ſublimity 
of her ſentiments, that he left her, ten times 
more in love than ever.” 

But when he came in a cooler moment to 
ie flect on the character of her friend, and the 
unhappy conſequences of utter loſs of reaſon, 
which ſuch a flightineſs of imagination might 
too probably end in, even though his other 
apprehenftons could be removed, prudence pre- 
vailed upon him, to put a violence upon his 
inclinations, and break off, while it was yetin 
his power, ſo dangerous a connection. 

« As to the lady, her mind was fo much 
taken up with her Celis folly, that inſtead of 
being cured of it by all this vexation and diſ- 
grace, ſhe immediately gave her friend an ac- 
count of the whole, and appointed a meeting 
that very evening in her cloſet, to enjoy 4 
laugh together at ſo whimſical an affair. 


« From 
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* From that time ſhe has dreamed away her 
life in the manner you ſaw, an abſolute blank 
in the creation, uſeleſs to herſelf and all the 
world; ſo unaccountable.a ſtory raiſing ſuch a 
prejudice againſt her, that no one ever ſought 
an alliance with her after. A8 

«© Nor were the conſequences of it much 
leſs diſagreeable to her friend. The Juggler, 
who was ſenſible that he had totally forfeited 
his influence in that family by the unfortunate 
adventure of the jack-daw, was reſolved to 
obviate the effect of their telling the ſtory, and 
be revenged for the mirth they had indulged. 
at his expence, by making ſuch a repreſenta- 
tion of the whole as ſhould throw the burden 
entirely upon them. | 

* Accordingly, the very next morning, he 
entertained his ficck with a moſt melancholy 
tale of a lady of diſtinction's being bewitched 
by a certain gentleman, and holding frequent 
converſations with him, in his abſence, by the 
aſſiſtance of an evil ſpirit, under whoſe domi- 
nion he had put her; and how he himſelf had 
offered to deliver her by the power of his 
prayers; but that her friends, out of a perverſe 
pride, had refuſed his affiſtance, and affected to 
make a jeſt of the affair; and then, with the 
ti:heſt appearance of piety and compaſſion for 
fo deplorable a caſe, offered up a long and fer- 
vent prayer for her deliverance. 

© This repreſentation he knew would pre- 
poſſeſs his followers in his favour, and prevent 
their giving credit to any thing that might be 
ſaid to his diſadvantage, however notorious and 
true: and though he did not directly tell the 


perſons names, he, as if without deſign, gave 
L 5 ſuch 
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ſuch a deſcription of them, that no one could 
be at loſs to know whom he meant. 

„This ſtory, as he intended, was induſtri- 
ouſly propagated, with the advantage of ſuch 
circumſtances as every relater thought proper 
to add; in conſeqence of which not only the 
lady was aſhamed to ſhew her face, but there 
was alſo ſuch a prejudice raiſed: againſt her 
friend, that for a long time he was inſulted and 
reviled by the mob in the moſt opprobrious 
manner whenever he ſtirred out, and more than 
once was in danger of having his innocence 
put to the teſt of a dipping ; the deformity of 
his perſon unhappily agreeing with the idea 
which the vulgar entertained of witches, 
and confirming their prejudice againſt. him; 
while by this addreſs of making good the firſt 
ſtory, the ſecret by which he had ſo long ſup- 
ported himſelf againſt the force of numberleſs 
detections of the blackeſt nature, the Fuggler 
had the ſatisfaction to ſee his enemies over- 
whelmed with a ſtroke which he had ſo dex- 
terouſly ſhifted from his own head.” 
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CHAP. X. 


Different appearances of the ſame hier ſeen in 
— ghts, A Za repreſentation of 
e laſt efforts of gallantry, with other no leſs 


cur ious matters. 


e * O U may perhaps wig a curioſity (con- 
tinued A ſpirit) to ſee one who has 
acted a part in every reſpe& ſo extraordinary 
as this gentleman. Behold him yonder; and 
acknowlege the power of a wit able to conquer | 
the antipathies of nature, and make ſuch a per- | 
| 
| 


ſon the object of a tender paſſion.” 

The aſtoniſhment with which the fight of 
him ſtruck me is not to be conceived. Though 
I was prepared to expect an appearance re- 
markably difagreeable, my imagination had ne- 
ver framed an idea of ſuch abſolute deformity 
as now met my eyes. The deſcription would = 
be too diſguſting. Turning from him haſtily, 
eis it poſſible, O my guide, (ſaid I) that this 
can have been the object for whorn that beau- 
teous creature ſacrificed her happineſs ? I have 
ſeen too many inſtances of the frailty and ca- 
priciouſneſs of the female heart; but never 
- I think they could riſe ſo bigh as this be- 

ore.“ 

View him again, (ſaid he, courting my 


eyes with his wand) and then let me hear your 
ſentiments,” 


L 6 20 
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O O gracious ſpirit ! (exclaimed I, in a tranſ- 
port) what lovely creature can this be? Such 


beauty never did my eyes behold before this 
moment. What grace ! what elegance! 
And then the unbounded generous benevo- 
lence That ſpirited ſenſibility and fire!— 


Sure he muſt be the maſter-piece of nature | 
Some favourite work of heaven, to ſhew man- 


kind an inſtance of perfection.“ 
Such is the light! (anfwered he with a 
ſmile, as he touched my eyes again with the 
wand, and reſtored the gentleman to his former 
appearance) ſuch is the light in which his 
writings repreſent him; and ſo does the brilli- 
ancy of his wit dazzle the delighted imagina- 
tion, and make his very defects appear perfec- 
tions. I have given you this view of him, to 
convince you of the error of judging too haſ- 
tily from the firſt appearance. Not that you 
are to give too implicit credit to this either. 
To form a proper judgment of a man, his ac- 
tions muſt be conſidered ; and though the mo- 
tive may in reality often alter the intrinſick 
merit even of theſe, the error will be pardon- 
able. Obſerve his preſent employment, and it 
will give you a juſt idea of his character. 
Such parts of his paſt life as may illuſtrate 
this, and afford inſtructive entertainment, I 
will afterwards draw a ſhort ſketch of.” 

On turning my eyes then to the gentleman, 
I faw him in the moſt whimſical ſituation poſ- 
fible to be conceived. He was ſitting up in 
his bed, wrapped in flannels, and ſupported by 
bolſters, with a writing-table before bim, fixed 
upon a frame that ſtood acroſs the bed, to pre- 
vent its bearing on his feeble knees. 0 
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On this lay an heap of love-letters, odes, and 


ſonnets, the ſubjects of which were ſo ill fuited 
to his condition, that they almoſt ſeemed to be 


a ſatire on it, at the ſame time that he peruſed 


them with an appearance of pleaſure, which. 
made his very infirmities ridiculous, every at- 
tempt at laughter being echoed by a groan, 
every feeble ſmile followed by a frown of 
agony. „ | | 
E71 ſoon as he had read them through with 
attention, he reclined his head upon his ſhoul= 
der, and, ſhutting his eyes, fell into a medita- 
tion on the manner in which he ſhould anſwer 
them. | 

When he had muſed for ſome moments in 
this poſture, ** Sylvia! (faid he, thinking 
aloud) Syſvia!— Aye, ſhe begins. ——Raptures 
and. fire for her Damon muſt preſs her home. 


Youth and luxuriant health require a bold ad- 


dreſs, The thought will warm me, - elevate 
my fancy — O my ſhoulder!/—My back too!” 
Then calling to a ſervant, ** Fetch me another 


blanket. The cold ſhoots through me. There! 


That will do So much for Sylvia! (conti- 
nuing his former ſoliloquy) Who comes next> 
—Corinna,— Wanton baggage — Amoret muſt 
wooe in double entendre! Lewdneſs ſcarce wrapt 
in gauze muſt be his cue.— This cholic- Oh! 
—Some cordial ! Fill the glaſs. O my bowels! 
—9S0. Now I'm better. Then for Pamela. 
I'm tired of Muſidorus. I muſt drop ber. That 


unimpaſſioned ſentimental ſtrain gives me the 


hip. I'd ſooner write a ſermon.— Chloe — 
Lucinda !—Phillis !-—— Aye. They'll come of 
courſe | I need not ſtudy much for them.” 


Having 
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Having ran over the liſt of his correſpondents 
in this manner, he directly began to anſwer 
them, as faſt as the frequent interruptions of 
his various pains and aches would permit. 

It is inconceivable with what addreſs and 
ſpirit he aſſumed all theſe different characters, in 
ſpite of the repugnancy of nature, in his en- 
feebled tortured ſtate to every ſenſation of plea- 
fure. Gay, grave, or looſely light, cold, 
amorous, pious, or profane, he was every thing 
to 3 according to the part he under- 
took. 

The fatigue of ſuch a taſk was too great. As 
ſoon as it was finiſhed, his ſpirits failed him, 
and he ſunk back upon the bed, where he la 
in more than infant imbecility, while his 
ſervant removed the writing-table, and locked 
up his works. 

„What think you now (ſaid my guide) of 
the volubility of human genius? Of the power 
of imagination to create its own happineſs?” 

It is impoflible (anſwered I) not to admire 
ſuch abilities, though the uſe they are put to 
almoſt takes off their merit : for, what can be 
conceived more ridiculous and diſguſting than 
to ſee old age mimicking the levities of youth, 
and pretending paſſions which it can no longer 
feel ; paſſions too powerful of themſelves with- 
out ſuch irritation, and to which nature that 
makes their impulſe irreſiſtible preſcribes myſ- 
terious privacy and reſtraint.” 

« Yet ſuch (replied the ſpirit) has been the 
conſtant buſineſs of his life, and to this fooliſh 
vicious vanity have abilities been proſtituted, 
which proper application would have made an 
honour to himſelf, and an advantage to bis 


4 country. 
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country. Sometimes, it is true, he has broke 
the chains of this infatuation, and given in- 
ſtances of the moſt exalted powers and virtues . 
of the human mind ; but the force of habit ſoon 
ſunk him down again to his former folly, and 
the glory of theſe ſhort emerſions, like lighten 
ing flaſhing through the darkneſs of the night, 
ſeemed only to ſhew his indolence in a more 
ſtriking light. 

« You have ſeen the number of ſonnets and 
epiſtles he has now wrote in varied characters, 
and to various perſons, and juſtly reprehended 
the folly of an amuſement fo inconſiſtent with 
his preſent ſtate, ſo much beneath his better 
reaſon. A | | 

« But how much higher ſtill will your indig- 
nation riſe when you know, that of all thoſe in 
writing to whom he thus conſumes the few re- | 
maining moments of his life, two only have any _. = 
exiſtence out of his .own imagination, Czlia 
whom you have juſt now ſeen, and one more, 
whoſe vices have been a diſgrace to her ſex; 
though, to indulge his abſurd vanity, he ſhews 
theſe labours of his folly as the genuine pro- 
duce of a real correſpondence, | 

« The hiſtory of the former you alread | 
know ; that of the other, though not ſo muc 
out of common life, is filled with incidents 
which would afford abundant matter of enter- 
tainment, were they not foreign to our preſent 
purpoſe. One only in which this gentleman 
was concerned I will relate, as it illuſtrates his 
character in the ſtrongeſt light,” 


— — — Ä ͤ — — Cu — — 
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CHAP. XI. 


Anecdotes of a celebrated bene A fencer foiled 
at his own weapons.) Secret of a correſpondence 
not ſo uncommon as unaccountable ; with a flrii- 
ing inſtance of vicious vanity, A new ſcene. 


Wo HIS celebrated female was one whom 

her vices of every kind had reduced to 
the neceſſity of ftriving to ſubſiſt by ſtratagem, 
when debauchery had anticipated old age, and 
worn off the bloom of thoſe beauties which had 
been the firſt cauſe of her fall, and the price of 
whoſe proſtitution had ſince afforded her a 
wretched ſupport. 

In the promiſcuous acquaintance of ſuch a 
life, ſhe happened to fall into the company of 
this gentleman, and, readily forming an idea of 
his character, judged that he was a proper ſub- 
ject for her to try her talents on. ' 

„ Accordingly ſhe wrote him a letter, pro- 
feſſing a paſſion, the extraordinarineſs of which 
for ſuch an object ſhe palliated by praiſing the 
charms of his mind, and turning the imaginary 
advantages of external beauty into the moſt de- 
licate and poignant ridicule; and propoſing a 
correfpondence, on condition of his giving her 
an inviolable aſſurance, that he never would 
take any methods to find her out, as it was ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible for them to have any perſonal 
intercourſe whatſoever, gave him an addreſs, by 
which ſhe took care it ſhould not be in his 


power to trace her, : 
6« This 
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«© This was attacking him at his own wea- 
pons. The vivacity and wit diſplayed in her 
letter, for nature had been as liberal to her in 
the endowments of mind as in the beauties of 
form, and her way of life, which had worn out 
the latter, ſerved only to poliſh and give a 
keenneſs to the former, ſurpriſed and charmed 
him beyond expreffion. Befide, myſtery doubles 
the pleaſure of intrigue, by giving ſcope to the 
imagination inceſſantly to frame new ſchemes 
of delight, and keeping the attention always 
fixed. He therefore readily accepted her offer, 
and begun a correſpondence, in the courſe of 
which ſhe raiſed his defires ſo high, for he was 
not then quite ſunk into his preſent ſtate of de- 
crepitude, and played with them ſo artfully, ' 
ſometimes ſeeming to diſcover an inclination, 
and then ſtarting difficulties as from virtue, and 
giving equivocal hints of dependence in her 
circumſtances, that ſhe led him inſenſibly to 
make her moſt liberal offers, if ſhe would only 
indulge him with an interview on terms of the 
ſtricteſt honour ; and, to remove every doubt of 
the ſincerity of his intentions, =. his pro- 
poſal regularly with his own name, the corre- 
ſpondence between them having been till then 
carried on under the fictitious ones of Corydon 
and Phillis. | 

Though this was directly what ſhe aimed 
at, ſhe till affected difficulties, and expreſſed 
doubts to preſerve appearances, and draw him 
to explain and confirm his propoſals beyond” a 
poſſibility of retraction or evaſion ; and then at 
length complied with his deſire of an interview, 


with all the diffidence of virgin modeſty, the 
; 6Yg 
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coy, reluctant, amorous delay of unexperienced 
young deſire. | POR, | 

<« Raiſed to the higheſt pinnacle of expecta- 
tion by this management, his aſtoniſhment may 
be eaſily conceived, when he met an old ac- 
quaintance at the place of aſſignation. His diſ- 
appointment was ſo great, that he ſtared at her 
for ſome moments before he could believe his 
ſenſes. br 
But ſhe ſoon convinced him that he was no 
longer under a miſtake. Throwing herſelf at 
his feet, ſhe conjured him to pardon a deception 
which neceflity and hopeleſs love eually ſug- 
geſted; and, wretched as he muſt know her 
circumſtances to be, offered to return him all 
his letters, and depend entirely on his genero- 
ſity, if he would only allow her to enjoy per- 
ſonally that place in his eſteem which he had 
honoured her correſpondence with; and ap- 
pealed to all her letters, if ſne had been guilty 
of any other deceit than that tacite one of not 
noting herſelf directly; or had given him juſt 
reaſon to form any particular expectation from 
this meeting, in which he could ſay he was diſ- 
appointed. | 
; **£ She was ſufficiently acquainted with him 
to be convinced of her ſafety, . in making this 
offer. His ample fortune raiſed him above re- 
gard to money; and no human heart ever 
. glowed with a more benevolent readineſs to 
diſpenſe it to the relief of the diſtreſſed. Be- 
fide, ſhould he ſhew any deſign to take an un- 
generous advantage of this confidence, there 
was a material difference between actually giv- 
irg up his letters, and making ſuch an offer, 


which ſhe could eaſily retract. « Te 
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© It was ſome time before he recovered him- 
ſelf ſufficiently to give her an anſwer. At 
length, having weighed every circumſtance dif- 
paſſionately, 'he raiſed her from the ground, 
and ſmiling, with a beneficence that diſſipated 
all her doubts, ** Make no apology, madam, 
(ſaid he) for a device that has afforded me the 
higheſt pleaſure I have ever enjoyed. ' All man- 
kind wears a maſk; and happy are they to 
whom the pulling it off proves no greater diſ- 
advantage. If J have ſhewn any furprize at 
ſeeing you, it was only at my own inattention, 
that had not before diſcovered the beauties of 
your mind in ſo much converſation as we have 
had . | | 

« He then aſſured her of his friendſhip, and 
in return for the generous offer ſhe had made 
him of reſtoring his letters, gave her a conſi- 
derable ſum of money, to iettle her affairs; 
which ſhe preferred to an annuity, that might 
prove precarious.” | 

«« Since that time ſhe has been, though pri- 
vately, his principal correſpondent in different 
characters, which ſhe aſſumes with as much 


eaſe as himſelf, to give variety and afford mat- 


ter for agreeable ſurprize, the pleaſure of which 
he never fails to reward liberally on the diſco- 
very: thus ſhe is the Cynthia, Chloe, Conſtan- 
tia, Phryne, Phillis, &c. of his muſe; and in- 
deed ſends him all the letters he ſhews with 
ſuch oſtentation as from different perſons, ex- 
cept thoſe he often does himſelf the honour of 
writing to himſelf, Cælia's being in general too 
particular for publick inſpe&ion. - 

In one inſtance only has their correſpon- 
dence been made public, which was by her ad- 


drefling 


— 
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drefling to him a ſpecious apology for the par- 
ticular vice of her profeſſion, in which ſhe leſ- 
ſens the merit, if not denies the neceſſity, of the 
oppoſite virtue that has ever been eſteemed the 
indiſpenſible teſt of female honour. His ac- 
cepting ſuch an addreſs at a time of life when 
the ſubject of it was meer matter of ſpeculation 
to him, is a ſtrong though not uncommon in- 
ſtance of the force of vicious habit, which can 
thus influence old age to a ridiculous vanity of 
inſinuating a taſte for the moſt reprehenſible 

pleaſures of youth, by countenancing them in 

2 after the practice is become impoſ- 

ible. 3 

gut the greateſt danger of this infatuation 
is, when it fixes upon a particular object. Its 
force, which before was weakened by diſperſion, 
is then collected into one point, and the extra- 
vagance of its effects encreaſes in proportion as 
the abilities for its gratification fail,” 

* Obſerve that perſon walking in deep me- 
ditation, by the fide of yonder ftream. The 
ſituation he is in at this very moment is one of 
the moſt ſtriking inſtances nature has ever 
ſhewn of the difficulty of ſhaking off the aſcen- 
dency which looſe, laſcivious blandiſhments 
and female artifice will inſenſibly gain over the 
heart, in ſpite of the ſtrongeſt admonitions of 
reaſon and virtue. | | 

« While he is forming a reſolution, on his 
ſteadineſs, in which depends the criſis of his 
fate, I'll give you a few general ſketches of his 
paſt life, as far as is neceſſary to explain his 
preſent perplexity.“ | 
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Account of a remarkable perſon. Common” conſe- 


quences of a common connettion. De ſcene 


changed. A goad partner often helps out a bad 


game. 
ce Hs youth opened with every proſpect 
of happineſs and glory, which an ex- 
alted rank and the moſt promiſing abilities of 
mind could preſent; nor did his riſing years 
diſappoint the moſt ſanguine hopes formed of 
him, till an unlawful paſſion, after his ſhadow 
had begun to lengthen in the vale of life, pot 
ſoned his domeſtic peace, and gave his mind a 
looſer turn. 

„Happening to go to one of the ſcenes of 
public entertainment with which this place 
abounds, he was ſtruck with ſomething in the 
appearance of one of the female performers; 
Curioſity to know whether her converſation 
was equally agreeable with her looks prompted 
him to intimate a deſire of fitting half an hour 
in her company, after her performance was 
ended. His rank raiſed him above refuſal ; ſhe 
received his invitation as an honour, and ex- 
erted her powers of pleaſing to ſuch advantage, 
that, though he had not the leaſt intention of 
entering into any particular connection with 
her when he deſired this interview, before they 
parted he propoſed to her to quit her preſent 
precarious occupation, and live with him, 


The 
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<< The beauties of ſuch perſons, as well az 
their talents, are too often venal. She com- 
plied with joy ; and faſhion, if net abſolutely 
juſtifying ſuch indulgencies, at leaſt making 
them paſs uncenſured, he not only received 
her publickly in the character of his miſtreſs, 
but alſo, to remove every obſtacle to his plea- 
ſure, procured her profligate huſband an em- 
ployment in one of the diſtant colonies 3 who 
readily made the infamous though advantageous 
exchange of an abandoned wife, for an inde- 
pendent ſubſiſtence. ws 

When a woman of this caſt once gets ad- 
miſſion into a man's heart, ſhe leaves no artifice 
untried to gain the abſolute dominion of it. Hers 
were too ſucceſsful. By her inſinuating addreſs 
ſhe ſoon improved the influence- of her charms 
to ſuch a degree, as to be an over-match for rea- 
ſon in all his reſolves, and in ſome meaſure to 
become the ſovereign arbitreſs of his fate. 

« Virtue makes many ſtruggles before it will 
entirely give up an heart of which it once has had 
poſſeſſion; of this the perplexity in which you 
behold him at preſent is a ſignal proof. Surfeited 
with the tumultuous gratification of looſe de- 
fire he languiſhes for the pure tranquil happi- 
neſs of connubial love. On this important oc- 
caſion prudence and inclination have gone hand 
in hand in directing his choice, of the ſucceſs 
of which reaſon ſees no room to doubt. The 
only difficulty is, to break the chains of his pre- 
ſent unhappy connection, as the generous deli- 
cacy of his heart will not permit him to put on 
an appearance of diſlike, or exert an authority 
over one ab{vlutely in his power, and who has 


always been ſubſervient to his pleaſure ; and ſhe 
is 
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is too firmly attached to her own intereſt to un- 
derſtand the milder hints of rejection which he 
has of late given her. The throws of ſuch an 
heart in this trying conflict may be worthy of 
attention.” | 

Juſt as the ſpirit ſaid this, the perſon of whom 
he ſpoke ſtopped ſhort, and knitting his brow, 
as if in the a of forming ſome important re- 
ſolution, ** It ſhall be ſo! (ſaid he, with vehe- 
mence, and flapping his right hand upon his 
heart) It ſhall be ſo; I'Il ſhake off this diſgrace- 
ful infatuation, and return once more to the 
deſerted paths of virtue and of glory. At 
theſe words a bluſh of conſcious indignation 
overſpread his face; and his eyes ſparkled 
with the ardour of a reſolution which inſtantly 
enlivened all his fame. | 4 

He was prevented from purſuing his medita- 
tions any farther by the approach of a perſon, 
the ſight of whom {ſeemed to double his emotion. 
This was he to whom the education of his 
youth had been moſt worthily entruſted, and 
who had for ſome time felt the moſt poignant 
grief, at ſeeing the fruits of all his anxious care 
blaſted by the baleful influence of this paſſion, 
though reſpe& for his ſuperior ſtation had hi- 
therto kept him ſilent on ſo delicate a ſubject. 

But he was no longer able to contain him- 
ſelf. A ſenſe of duty over-ballanced all regard 
to forms, and he reſolved to acquit himſelf 
of the ſacred office of a friend, by ſhewing ſo 
deſtructive an error in its proper light, be the 
conſequence never fo diſagreeable to him. With 
this reſolution he had followed him hither, 
when the gentleman advancing to meet him, 


anticipated the painful attempt. My friend 
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{faid he, embracing him with, ardour,) my 
friend is come in an happy moment to confirm 
the reſolution of my ſoul : I ſee at length the 
faral error into which I have unwarily fallen, 
and am determined to avoid its ſnares for the 
future. That wretched woman ſhall no longer 
lead my heart aſtray.— Hy the: wes 
e Hear, gracious heaven I (ſaid the good old 
man, dropping upon his knees and railing his 
hands and eyes in extaſy), and ratify that re- 
ſolution.“— Then catching his hand, and preſ- 
ſing it eagerly to his lips, O my friend! 
my ſon ! — ſobbed he, while the big tears rol- 
led down his reverend cheeks, and choaked his 
utterance. | gh 
Such eloquence was not to be reſiſted. My 
friend !—my father!“ anſwered the gentleman, 
falling inſenſibly on the good man's nzck, and 
mingling tears of piety and joy in the honeſt 
over- flowing of his heart. 
After ſome moments ſpent in this ſilent rap- 
ture, ** Infatuated wretch that I was (ſaid the 
gentleman, raiſing the other tenderly in his 
arms) to flight the friendly admonitions which 
my conſcious foul read in thy troubled looks: 
how could I give that worthy heart ſuch pain !” 
«© Name it not, my ſon (anſwered he, in a 
voice of extaſy) think not of any thing that 1 
1 have ſuffered. This bleſſed account of thy re- 
| turn to virtue has amply overpaid it all. May 
F heaven enable you to keep this ſacred reſolution 
ſo worthy of your truly-noble heart ; and I have 
nothing more to wiſh for in this life.” 


4 . « Fear not ! (replied the gentleman) your 
Þ friend ſhall never act unworthy of himſelf again 
W ſhall never more diſgrace your virtuous 7 
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This is not a ſudden guſt of paſſion. Reaſon 
and virtue, which have inſpired the thought, 
will bear me through the execution. Never 
will I enter yonder monument of my folly, 
(pointing to a ſumptuous houſe which he had 
built for his miſtreſs) till the ſorcereſs is remov- 
cd. The enchantment under which ſhe held 
me is at laſt diſſolved, and I am my own maf- 
ter again: nor is this all; I will go this mi- 
nute, and offer my heart and hand to one who 
will do honour to my choice: you ſhall accom- 
pany me, plead for your friend, and be ſurety 
for the immoveable firmneſs of my reſolution, 
my truth, and honour. A ſervant can deliver 
a mandate of my diſmiſſion to that unhappy 
creature.” | | | 
» © Saying this, he ſtepped into his chariot, 
which he had ordered to attend him there; 
and taking the venerable old man with him, 
drove to the lady's houſe, on whom he had in 
ſecret fixed to be the partner of bis life, where 
he urged his ſuit ſo powerfully, and was fo well 
aſſiſted by his advocate, that as reaſon could 
ſuggeſt no objection to the fair one, and her 
heart really felt none from inclination ; ſhe 
ſhewed her aſſent to his propoſal as far as was 
conſiſtent with the forms obſerved on ſuch deli- 
cate occaſions. | 

<« Fluſhed with this ſucceſs, as ſoon as ever he 
went to hisown houſe, he ſent a n mare meſ- 
ſage to his miſtreſs, to quit her preſent habitation | 
directly, and retire to ſome. other better ſuited 1 
to her condition, promiſing to make ſuch a pro- | | 

| 


viſion for her future ſupport as ſhoyld place her 
above the temptations of neceſlity, in which he 
. found her, if her ready obedience to this order, 
8 Vor. I. | M and 
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and regular conduct for the. remainder of her 
life ſhould merit ſuch a favour. In 2 cooler 
moment, he would have found it difficult to 
ſend ſo harſh a meſſage; but his ſpirits were 
now up, and he could think of nothing but the 
happineſs he had in view in his intended mar- 
«+ This was a ſtroke for which his miſtreſs 
was quite unprepared. Her aſtoniſhment there- 
fore at receiving ſuch an order may be eaſily 
conceived, At firſtſhe doubted the authenticity 
of it, and threatened the fervant with his maf- 
ter's ſevereſt wrath for ſuch an inſolent abuſe of 
his name: but when his perſiſting in it con- 
vinced her of the fallacy of ſuch an hope, ſhe 
reſolved to try all poſſible means to avert the 
misfortune ; and as ſhe was free from every at- 
tachment of perſonal regard that might have 
made prief diſturb her mind, her ready genius 
ſoon ſuggeſted the moſt effectual one to her. 
C Accordingly, the firſt thing ſhe did was 
to gain the ſervant to her intereſt by a con- 
ſiderable bribe, and promiſes of farther favour, 
when this ſtorm ſhould blow over; the 
ſudden, and groundleſs violence of which, 
ſhewed, ſhe faid, that it could not laſt; 
and then giving him inſtructions what to ſay 
to his maſter, prepared to act her own part in 
this important ſcene, according to the ſucceſs 
he met with. 

« The gentleman, as ſoon as the ſervant re- 
turned, naturally enquired how ſhe had received 
his meſſage: Sir, (ſaid the fellow, who bad 
put on a melancholy look, and now fighed as 
from the bottom of his heart) ſhe-at could 
ſcarce believe what I ſaid; but when I had = 
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moved her doubt, ſhe lifted up her eyes for 
ſome moments without ſpeaking a word, and 
then fell into a fit, from which I thought the 
never would recover: however, the came to 
herſelf at laſt ; and when a ſhower of tears had 
given her heart fome eaſe, and ſhe was able to 
ſpeak, „Tell your maſter, faid the dear lady, 
as ſhe ſat upon the floor, that it is my duty 
ts obey his orders, be they what they will; 
though I little thought ever to have received 
ſuch as theſe, and in ſo ſcornful and cruel a 
manner. Sure he might have ſpoke tome him- 
ſelf, without expoſing me to ſervants | But I 
have no right to complain: God bleſs him and 
proſper him in all his ways; ”—and then ſhe, 
wept again, and wrung her hands in ſuch 
azony it would have melted an heart of ſtone. — 
Saying this, the fellow wiped his eyes which 
had been well onioned for the purpole, and 
hung down his head, as if he was overcome 
with grief, | . 
It is impoſſile to deſcribe the gentleman's 
ſituation when he received this account, He 
was affected by her diſtreſs in the ſevereſt man- 
ner. The generous humanity of his heart 
would have ſhared in the ſufferings of his greateſt 
enemy, what then muſt he have felt at thoſe of 
one whom he had ſo lately been accuſtomed to 
think of with the tendereſt regard! His delica- 

cy alſo was hurted at having ſent ſuch a melt: 
in ſuch a manner, and he diſdained the thought 
of exerting authority with rigour, where refif- 
tance was impoſſible. In a word, though his 
reſolution- was -not abſolutely overturned, he 
ſecretly began to wiſh, that he had not been 
lo precipitate in putting it in execution,  * 
M 2 The 
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„The ſervant ſaw the conflict in his heart; 
and, faithful to the truſt he had baſely under- 
taken, as ſoon as he was diſmiſſed from his pre- 
ſence, flew to acquaint her with it. 


Pong by 
CHAP. XIII. 


Looking back often dangerous. Female artifice tri- 
umphant over reaſon and virtue. 'The natural 
conſequences of this. A remarkable inflance of 
the effect of complying with the faſhion. | 


2 12 IS account confirmed her wavering 
| hopes; ſhe reſolved not to loſe a mo- 
ment, but ſtrive to improve the impreſſion 
which her aſſociate had thus fortunately made 
in her favour, before the unknown motive of 
her diſgrace ſhould have time to counteract it. 
Accordingly ſhe went direAly to his houſe, 
and as he had not taken the precaution to for- 
bid her admiſſion, ruſhed into the room where 
he was, in a well-imitated phrenzy, threw her- 
ſelf at his feet, and embraced his knees, in all 
the apparent agony of heart which the fondeſt 
deſpair could dictate, before he could poſſibly 
prevent her. | 
« There is nothing more dangerous than look- 
ing back to former ſcenes of pleaſure ; it ſof- 
tens the mind, and makes it long for a repeti- 
tion of them. The account of her diſtreſs had 
awakened his compaſhon, and he was unde- 
fignedly running over all the engaging qualities 
and i-it endearments which had given — 
9 
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ſuch delight the very moment the entered the 
room. 

If the deſeription could affect kit fo frrotigly; 
what then muſt he not feel from the fight? He 
was not proof to ſuch an attack. All his reſolu- 
tion vaniſhed in an inſtant; he- raiſed. her from- 
the ground, and, embracing her tenderly, re- 
ſtored her to the empire of his heart with ten- 
fold the authority ſhe had poſſeſſed before. 

The only difficulty that remained was how 
to break off his engagements with the lady, 
whom he had juſt paid his addreſſes to in fo 
ſerious and public a manner: as for his friend, 
he concluded rightly, that after this relapſe he 
ſhould never ſee him more. 

<« He was not long at a Joſs. Even in ſo delicate- 
ly diſtreſſing an affair as this, his ſoul deteſted dif- 
ingenuity, and he reſolved to make her admire his 
candour at leaſt, though ſhe might blame his 
fickleneſs. Accordingly he wrote her a letter 
next morning, to tell her, that upon examin- 
ing his heart more nearly, he found another 
had taken ſuch ſtrong poſſeſſion of it, that it 
was not in his power to give it with his hand; 
wherefore he thought the Jatter alone unwor- 
thy of her acceptance, nor ſhould preſume to 
preſs the offer of it any farther. 

„The lady's indignation was equal to her 
ſurprize, at ſo deſpicable an inſtance of levity : 
ſac thought it beneath her to return an anſwer 
to ſuch a letter, or take any notice of the wri- 
ter; to ſhew her perfect indifference and con- 
tempt for whom ſhe ſoon after liſtened to the 
addreſſes of another. 

As for him, his condition became worſe than 
erer. According to the common though miſ- 
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taken notion of ovex-bearing contempt, he 
gloried in his diſgraceful folly, which he car- 
ried to ten times more extravagant exceſſes than 
before; while ſhe, convinced that he had now 
faſtened his chains too ſtrongly ever to be ſhaken. 
off, returned his fondneſs with indifference, and 
at the very time that ſhe was making him the 

dupe of her mercenary deſigns, took every oo- 

caſion of treating him with infolence and ty- 

ranny. > I | 1 
Ke The conſequence of this was natural. De- 
ſtitute of domeſtic peace, robbed of the approba- 
tion of his own mind, and conſcious: of the 
contempt of every man of ſenſe” and virtue, he 
grew Careleſs of himſelf, his affairs ran to con- 
tuſton and ruin, and his name became a by-word 
among all his acquaintances. * 

6 G my guide, (ſaid I, ſhocked at ſo deplor- 
able a fall) how powerful are the wiles of wo- 
man! How dangerous is it for a man to let her 
get an aſcendency over him? If once he reſigns 
the reins which nature wiſely put into his 
hands, I ſee that it is impoſkible for him ever to 
reſume them again, and aſſert the juſt preroga- 
tives of his ſuperior ſtation !” "off 1 

It may perhaps be too much to ſay that it 
3s abſolutely impoſſible ; (anſwered he) though 
many citeumſtances concur to make the at- 
tempt moſt difficult. Preſuming on his greater 
ſtrength, man thinks it beneath bim to be up- 
on his guard againſt her, till ſhe has taken ſuch 
firm poſſeſſion of her authority, that it appears 
leſs painful to ſuffer, than ſtruggle to ſhake 
off a tyranny whoſe chains are riveted ſo faſt. 
Or, ſhould he venture on the attempt, the 
makes her very weakneſs a defence, and 3 
2 1 pes 
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pects tc be let conquer, becauſe ſhe is unable 
to reliſt, throwing berſelf upon a generoſity to 
which her own heart is a ſtranger. The event 
is generally more fayourable than the deſerves; 
and a falſe tenderneſs. permits her to retain a 
power which falſe ſecurity ſilt gave her an op- 
portunity to uſurp. _ ES 
«© But the ſeyereſt caſe is to be governed by 
a woman who is herſelf a ſlave to any particu- 
lar vice, or folly. To break the double chain 
is a difficulty fe have reſolution. to attempt; 
and fewer have attempted with ſucceſs. _- 
© Of this you may behold a ſtriking inſtance 
in yonder houſe, which preſents you with a 
ſcene of ſuch confuſion. That gentleman whom 
you ſee in all the apparent agitation of the moſt 
determined wrath, gave his heart and hand to- 
gether to the lovely woman who fits beſide him 
melted into tears. The advantage of the 
match, according to the mercenary maxim 
which prevails at preſent, was on her ſide ; but 
love overlooked ſuch mean confiderations, and 
he thought his elevated rank received honour 
from her participation. 1 
© Her heart felt all the ardour of fo generous 
a paſſion; ſhe devoted berſelf entirely to his/ 
happineſs, and, by her obfequious attention to 
every motion of his will, gained fach an in- 
fluence over him, that he ſoon forgot he had 
any will of his own, and r e himſelf abſo- 
lutely and ſolely to her direction, pleaſed with 
a yoke which fondneſs would not let him feel 
the weight oſ. | SIN 5 
From the firſt dawn of reaſon in her mind; 
ſhe had ever expreſſed the ſtrongeſt diſlike to 
the idle drudgery of pla Lk but now. the tyran- 
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ny of faſhion obliged her to give into a prac- 
tice which was become the cement of fociety, 
the general buſineſs of genteel life, Example 
can ſoften prejudice, .and habit even reconcile 
antipathies. The reluctance with which ſhe 
. complied with this cuſtom ſoon wore off, and 
ſhe entered into the very ſpirit of gaming with 

an avidity that exceeded her former averſion. 
„Her huſband, whoſe heart happily was un- 
tainted with this fatal vice, was alarmed at a 
madneſs which he-ſaw io all its dreadful con- 
ſequences. He knew the rich muſt always lofe; 
the numbers who are deſtitute of any other 
means of ſubſiſtence, beſide their expertneſs in 
the myſteries of play, making a property of their 
folly; and experience had ſhewn him to what 
black expedients women will have recourſe to 
repair their loſſes, how debts of honour are too 
often paid with honour itſelf, He reſolved 
therefore to'take the firſt opportunity to warn 
her againſt indulging a paſſion, , the apprehen- 
ſion of whoſe conſequences gave him ſo much 
pain; judging that his advice would have more 
weight when it ſhould ſeem to ariſe from ſome 
immediate cauſe, than if obtruded abruptly, or 
offered only in cool ſpeculation. 47 4.4 
Nor did he long wait for the occaſion he 
deſired. Obſerving an uncommon uneaſineſs 
in his wife's looks one morning as they fat 
alone at breakfaſt, he enquired what was the 
cauſe of it, with all the tender anxiety of love. A 
guilty bluſh overſpread her face; ſhe hung down 
her head in the utmoſt confuſion, and could 
ſcarce find ſpirit to ſay, on the moſt earneſt 
entreaty, that ſhe had loſt a ſum of money at 
play the night before, which ſhe could not pay 
| | Will® 
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without his aſſiſtance, her private ſtipend, am- 
ple as his love had made it, having all ſunk in 
the ſame gulph before. 

<< The pain ſhe evidently felt at making this 
diſcovery, flattered him with an. hope that ſhe 
would for ever after avoid the occaſion. of it. 
He thereſore would not aggravate her concern 
by ſaying any thing juſt then; but giving ber 
the money ſhe had loſt, and an additronal ſup- 
ply for her own neceſſary occaſions, told her, 
with a look of inexpreſſible tenderneſs, that ſhe 
ſhould never feel any uneaſineſs in his power 
to remove. | Gs 

„However, not entirely to miſs fo favour- 
able an opportunity, he took occaſion next 
morning, from ſome late occurrences of a ſimilar 
kind among his own acquaintances, to expreſs 
his diſapprobation of that pernicious practice in 
the ſtrongeſt terms, and drew the conſequences 
of it in {o black a light, that, unable to bear 
the reproaches of her own conſcience, the burſt 
into tears, and, falling on her knees, implored 
his pardon in the moſt affecting manner. 

«© Rejoiced at this behaviour, which he 
thought a proof of her concern for what ſhe * 
had informed him of the day before, and an 
happy aſſurance of her never falling into the 
ſame error any more, he raiſed her from the 
ground, and, embracing her tenderly, told her 
he had not ſpoken in alluſion to any thing paſt, 
which he had thought no more of fince, and 
hoped that no future inſtance of the kind ſhould 
ever recal it to his remembrance. | S 

„This was more than ſhe was able to bear. 
She ſunk down upon her knees again, and, as 
ſoon as a flood of tears had given her utterance, 


#2, owned + 
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owned in terms of the warmeſt contrition, that, 
tempted by an hope of recovering her former 
loſs, ſhe had ventured to play again the night 
before, but with the fame ſu s, having not 


only loft all the money he had Yen ber, vue 
added conſiderably to ber debt alſo. | 


CHAP. XIV. 


Worſe Iuck, and more of it. A new mob. far 
breating. a bad habit. 2 n. often e 
without their errand.” 


HE huſband's. await and diftreſs 

at this unexpected news may be eaftly 
eonceived. He ſtood ſome moments before he 
had power to ſpeak. At length, rarfmg bes 
from the ground, though not with the — 
emotions as before, I had flattered myſelf, my 
Jear, (ſaid he with a ſerious look, and accent of 
reproof) that the concern you ſhewed yeſter- 
day ſecured me from any more follies of this 
kind; but I ſee I was miſtaken. However, 1 
will pay your debts once more; but remember, 
I tell you, this is the laſt time I ſhall do fo. 
My fortune, though ſufficient with prudence 
and ceconomy to ſupport the dignity of my rank, 
is not equal to ſuch boundlets diffipation, by 
which I may be ruined before I am aware. Not 
is this all; other conſequences too often follow 


this paſſion, the remoteſt apprehenſions of . 
I cannot bear. 


1 «c Diſtant 


founded She 
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.  « Diftant as this inſinustion was, it ſtruex 
Her to the foul. Though the was confident of 
her own virtue, tov many melancholy inſtances 
ſhewed that in the general it was not umuſtix 
begged that he would have a 
more favourable opinion of ber, implored again 
his pardon for what was paſt, and promiſed in 
the ſtrongeſt terms never to give him the ſame 
cauſe of diſpleaſure more. This was all he de- 
ſired; he directly gave her the money; and, 
throwing his arms around her neck, ſealed her 
forgiveneſs with a kiſs of rapture 

It is a juſt obſervation, that vices take the 
deepeit root in weakeft minds. This accounts 
for the common remark that woman, when once 
ihe goes aſtray, is more ptofligate and harder to 
be reclaimed than mai. Of all the paffions 
which mark the character of the preſent age, 
that which runs inte the moſt extravagant and 
| Incorrigible exceſs, even in the ableſt minds, is: 
this of gaming; what havock then muſt ſuch a 
ty rant make where it ſcarce meets any oppòſi- 
tion ſtom feafon ? How difficult muſt it be to 
break its chan? oh F 
She had promiſed more than ſhe was able 
to perform. The love of play had taken too faſt” 
hold of her heart ever to be entirely expelled, and 
in a very little time drew her into the ſame 
diftrefs again, with this additional aggravation,» 
that ſhe knew not how to apply to her huſband- 
for relief, as ſhe had formerly done. But ſuch: 
an affair could not long remain concealed from 
bis knowledge. Her creditor, on two or three 
breaches of promiſe, applied to him directly for 
it by letter. What he felt on receiving ſuch a 
demand Is not to be deſcribed, He anſwered: 
M 5 cColdly, 
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coldly, that he would enquire into the affair, 
and then went to his wife's father to aſk his ad- 
vice, how he ſhould wean her from ſo dangerous 
an habit, telling him the preceding circum- 
ſtances without exaggeration or excuſe; ' - 
„ The father's wrath aroſe almoſt to mad 
neſs. at ſuch an account. He propoſed me- 
tbods which were not only improper, but even 
impoſhble to be purſued ; and treated her huſ- 
band's propoſal of removing her from the temp- 
tation, as there was no probability of reclaim- 
ing her otherwiſe from the folly, as an inſtance ' 
of unmanly weakneſs rather than the effect of 
prudent moderation and tender affection: how- 
ever, as his paſſion cooled, he was obliged to 
yield to the juſtice of his arguments; and he 
undertook to enforce her obedience by his au- 
thority, ſhould ſhe attempt to oppoſe her 
huſband, whoſe love made him diffident of his 
own reſolution in fo delicate a ftruggle. * - 

To avoid a conteſt that muſt be equal- . 
ly difagreeable to them all, they judged it 
would be the beſt way to give her the firſt in- 
timation of the defign, in fuch a manner -as 
Hould convince her that it muſt be in vain for 
her to oppoſe it. Accordingly, as her huſband 
and ſhe were fitting at breakfaſt next morning, 
when the news-paper was brought in as uſual, 
the firſt glance ſhe caſt on it preſented her with 
an advertiſement, (placed in the moſt conſpi- 
cuous part of it for that purpoſe) giving notice 
of a ſpeedy ſale of all her huſband's coaches, 
horſes, furniture, &c. who intended to go 
and reſide abroad with his whole family for 


tome years.“ | 


cc Starting 
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Starting in aſtoniſhment, |< Good God, 
my by wh (ſaid ſhe) look here! what can this 
„To pay this demand,” . (faid he fternly, 
pulling her creditor's letter out of his pocket, 
and reaching it to her.) . 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe her ſituation at 
this ſight. Conſcious guilt deprived her of ; 
power to ſpeak or move. She ſtood petrified 
with ſhame and horror.” bes to | 
J am ſorry, madam, (continued he) that 
you have driven me to this extremity; but I 
un fortune, if not perhaps 
worſe, 4 


60 me Try me 
Hu - 


full vent to before he would purſue his — 
poſe any farther. In this critical ſituation you _ 
behold them at preſent, your own obſervation 
of their conduct in which will be more ſatiſ 
ſactory than any deſcription. Take notice on- 
ly, that his wrath is worked up to this height 
by art, and tha: his reſolution is ſcarcely proof 
to the fight of her diſtreſs ; while,on the other 
band, vexation gliflens through her tears, and 
ihews that ſhe is leſs grieved for the cauſe than 
alarmed for the conſequence of his diſpleaſure, 
which ſhe is this very moment caſting about 
how to evade.“ 1 cr 
When my guide had concluded this account, 
I fixed my attention on the ſcene which had 
given occaſion to it. The firſt violence of the 
lady's grief had begun by this time to ſublide, 
which her huſband thinking the proper moment 
to 
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to make an impreſſion on her: Madam, 
(ſaid he, replying to her laſt words) my reſo. 
lution is unalterably fixed; you know, what 
faith I ought to place in promiſes.” gb 

The reproach implied in theſe words ſtung 
ber pride. She had been too long . 
tomed to receive implicit obediende to eve 
thing ſhe ſaid, to bear fuch an affrontive j 
nuation paſtively, and reſolved toſhew that — 
would not give up her authority fo eaſily. Ri- 
ſing therefore in an inſtant above her ſuppliant 
mood, I know too, ſir, (faĩd ſhe; with an in- 
dignant air). that I am not your flave, _ — 
be forced to any thing againſt my will. 
may keep your refolution, and go if you — 
mine is to ſtay; 1 it leſs un- 
alterable than your own. 

« Madam! madam ! this his falſe fpirit fr be- 
comes you; nor think it will avail. Your 
tears were far more powerful; but all are now 
in vain; and 1 will be obeyed. ” With theſe 
words he left the room, proud of having fup- 
ported his reſolution fo manfully, and went to 
give orders for the immediate execution of = 
deſign. 
But ſhe was far from thinking of ohediened: 
yet. Her heart was ſo wedded to the pleaſures 
of her preſent way of life, that ſhe looked on 
leaving it as the ſevereſt puniſhment. Beſide, het 
pride was piqued by the authority with which 
he ſpoke ; and ſhe reſolved to ſuffer the worſt 
effects of his anger rather than to ſubmit to 2 
yoke which ſhe thought ſhe had fo effeRually 
* off. | | 


- . When 
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| When the bad formed this reſolution, the 
next difficulty was how to execute it. The firſt 
thought that occurred to her was, to throw her- 
ſelf upon the ſondneſs of her father, whoſe in- 
dulgence the bad ever experienced in the moſt 
unlimited degrge;- and did not doubt but the 
ſhould find equally on the preſent occaſion. ' She 
accordingly flew to him directly, and, pouring 
out the anguiſh of her heart before him, im- 
plored his protection againſt her huſband's law 
leſs tyranny. 


Not to appear prejudiced by any former miſ- 
repreſentation, he beared her with tho 
greateſt attention; and then, condemning her 
from her own. mouth, flew into a rage a thou- 
ſand ſold ſeverer even than her huſband's, up- 
braiding her with ingratitude to his love, and diſ- 
obedience to his juſt authority; and drawing het 
crime, and the too probable conſequences of it 
in ſuch dreadfut lights, that, terrified at the- 
horrid repreſentation, ſhe gave up all farther 
thoughts of oppoſition, and only beſought her: 
father to mediate a peace, on condition of her 
abſolute obedience in every action of her future 
hfe. | 

Such a reconciliation was eaſily effected; he 
deſired no more, but paid her debt directly: and 
all things being prepared for their departure as 
ſoon as poſſible, he ſet out on his intended 
exile, taking his whole family with him, in 
hope that a paffion which had given him ſo 
much uneaſineſs would wear off, when the op- 
portunity for gratifying it ſhould be no more. 

But, like the wounded hart, ſhe bore the 
deadly arrow in her fide; and, though the com- 
plied, becauſe ſhe WP not help it, the re- 


formation 


Rn . by this harſh ding was 
far from being probable. .T'he poiſon had taken 
too faſt hold to be cured by any — ton. 
mate, and ſhe languiſhed to return to her own. 
country, only that ſhe might return to her be- 
loved — ; while her -huſband thus ſacri- 
ficed to a vain hope the flower of a life which 
his exalted rank and abilities might have made 
an honour-to himſelf, ans an A to bis. 
country, 
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C HAP. XV. 


„ 0 ofeſſed wit. . A 10 . bit made the 

ke much of one thing won't do A 

nd retort of a 47 Wa” 5 with other curious 
matters of the ſame kind. | 


"c V ſee (ſaid my guide) the bens 

of indulging a paſſion, till the gratifica- 
tion of it becomes an babit; though there may 
be but few actually ſo fatal as this of gaming, 
the exceſs of any other will be attended by ef- 
fects far from deiirable, and end in ridicule a 
leaft, if not in ruin. 

e Obſerve. that man who ſtands in — — 
coffee-houſe, pumping his brain for pleaſantry, 
and labouring for wit to entertain the ſneering 
croud around him, whoſe fulſome compliments 
and ironical applauſe pals upon his vanity for 
a tribute juſtly due to his merit. He is one of 
your proſeſſed wits, whoſe good eite of 

them- 
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themſelves makes them think every one obliged 
to admire what they fay, * 
He was raiſed to this eminent ſtation by 
the ſucceſs of a ballad he wrote ſome time ago, 
of which it may be difficult to determine 'whe- 
ther it merit lay in its oddity;"its obſcenity, or 
its profaneneſs. However, the thing took with 
the public taſte in ſo extraordinary a manner, 
that the happy author not only got the price of 
a new coat by the ſale of it, but was alſo ad- 
mitted to the tables of all thoſe who liked ſuch 
buffoonery, to entertain them, and their compa- 
ny; where, having an eye to buſineſs, he al- 
ways took the opportunity when they were in 
high ſpirits and could refuſe nothing, to ſollicit 
ſubſcriptions for a collection of old ſaws which 
he had picked up and tagged ſome how together, 
by which artifice he contrived to make a good 
penny of them alſo. 0 N 
„ Elevated with this ſucceſs, he thought he 
had nothing more to do but publiſh @ ſecond part 
of the ſame tune, to make his fortune at once ; 
but, to his great mortification, he found himſelf 
miſtaken; for, the novelty that recommended 
the formerbeing now worn off, there was little 
or no notice taken of it: beſide, he had ex- 
hauſted the ſpirit of obſcenity and profaneneſs ſo 
thoroughly in the firſt part, that there remained 
nothing for him now but dregs, too coarſe for 
the groſſeſt taſte, though he ſtrove to make up 
for the quality by the quantity, of which he gave 
moſt plentiful meaſure. | "ah 
<< Severe as this diſappointment was to him 
in every reſpect, he affected not to feel "it; but, 
modeſtly imputing it to the badneſs of the public 
taſte, takes the liberty, by way of repriſal, to 
turn 
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turn every thing that it approves into ridicule, 
with a petulance little ſhort of ſcurrility; and, 
to ſupport the character of a privileged wit, ne- 
ver miſſes an opportunity of being impertinent 
to every perſon he converſes with. * 0 
Such a conduct cannot always eſcape re- 
proof; ſome, and thoſe ſevere ſtrokes of it, he 
frequently meets from thoſe who have not a 
taſte for his jokes, or do not think that a pre- 
tence to wit gives a privilege for ill manners. 
An inſtance or two may not be unentertaining, 
and may alſo give you a notion of the dangers 
which attend ſuch a practice. * | 
Talking away the other evening at bis 
uſual rate, in a mixed company, one of his. 
random-ſhots happened to hit the profeſſion of 
a gentleman preſent. As there was nothing in 
what he faid more than common cant, the 
other, who was a man of years and character, 
would not have thought it worthy of his notice, 
had not our hero at the ſame inſtant looked 
him full in the face, and burſt out into a loud 
h. ny 7 

K. s this was fixing the ſtroke, rather too 
cloſe to be overlooked, the gentleman gravely 
aſked him what he laughed at, as be really 
could not ſee the wit of what he ſaid, ** Not 
ſee it, ſir, ( {aid the other, ftarting from his feat 
and oing up cloſe to him) then, fir, you may 
ſmell it, if your noſe is not as dull as your ap- 
prehenſion; and letting a great t, rai- 
ſed a louder laugh than before. | a 
This was an inſult too groſsly perſona} to 
be borne. The gentleman roſe up, and, without 
ſaying a word, gave him a kick on the offending, 
part, that drove him to the other ſide of —4 
| Pre EN roam, 
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room, and then, ringing the bell, coolly or- 
dered the waiter to turn that ſtinking cur down 
ſtairs, This naturally turned the laugh to the 
other fide. The — wit had occaſion, 
for all his aſſurance, to ſtand it; and the por 
efforts he made to turn it off with a joke on- 
ly ſhewed his impotent vexation, and made him 
appear, if poſſible, ſtill more ridiculous. 

„The proper province of wit is, to diſcover 
and point out a relation and reſemblance in 
ſome particular circumſtances, between ideas 
obviouſly inconneRed and unlike x aud by that 
means ſhew them in a light che novelty and 
oddity of which may give a pleaſing furprize.. 

To do this, the mind muſt be endowed-with a 
_— of viewing a variety of things in all their 
ſhapes and ſituations at the ſame inſtant, and a 
readineſs at catching 'thoſe fugitive reſem- 
blances, and ſhewing dem in obvious a_ 
ſtriking colours. 

% Thus far reaſon can trace the origin ad 
effects of a faculty, equally miſunderſtood and 
miſapplied ; or, T might rather ſay, indeed, 
whoſe name is uſurped by another of the moſt _ 
contrary nature: for inſtead of this ſpecula- 
tive manner of exertion, and the inoften{ive and” 


delicate entertainment ariſing from it, the em- 


ployment of what is at preſent called wit, is to 
diſcover and invent perſonal misfortunes and 
defects, and diſplay them in the lights 
of ridicule and inſult, as the pleaſure which it 
gives ariſes from the baſeſt and moſt malignant 


motive, that of a man's feeling a ſecret ſatiſ- 
lation on ſeeing that others are as bad as him- 
ſelf, or perhaps ſuffer a NPR which he- 
W 151 | 


But 
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But generally as this pleaſure is enjoyed, 
the authors of it always meet a juſt return of 
averſion and contempt for that proſtitution of 
their abilities, by which they afford it. Fhis is 
not ſo ſtrange or ingrateful as it may appear. 
As thoſe who can have a taſte for ſuch enter- 
tainment are conſcious that they themſelves are 
liable to be made the ſubjects of it to others, 
they naturally fear and hate the perſons who 
may poſſibly bring them into ſo diſagreeable a 
ſituation. | | Arad 7 Og UOay 
Thus the moment a man profeſſes himſelf 
a wit, he, as it were, declares war with all the 
reſt of the world; as in return every one lies 
on the watch to pull down and puniſh fo invi- 
dious a preſumption. Of this he continually 
meets the moſt mortifying inſtances, to which 
the means he is obliged to make uſe of to ſup- 
port ſuch a character, lay him conſtantly and 

defenceleſsly open. | | 
„ Beſide this kind of wit, which preys upon 
particulars, there is another more malignant 
in its effects, becauſe more extenſive; though 
motives of the ſame ungenerous nature with 
thoſe which recommend the other, make it paſs 
almoſt uncenſured even by the injured objects 
of it, who are afraid to complain for fear their 
ſeeming to feel its force ſhould be taken ſor an 
acknowledgment of its juſtice, and fo make the 
injury irremediable. This is turning profeſtons 
into ridicule; by which means individuals are 
precluded from the fruits of their honeſt in- 
duſtry, and the community | robbed of their 
contribution towards the general ſtock : for, 
however abſurd a prejudice raiſed in that man- 
ner may appear to reaſon, experience ſhews 
to 
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too many unhappy inſtances of its influence to 
admit its being doubted. "MoS : 
gut though the ſufferers do not think pro- 
per to complain, they never miſs an opportu- 
nity of returning an attack they ſo ſeverely 
feel; and many à wit has paid dearly for his 
pleaſantry, when he has happened to come in- 
to the power of thoſe whom he has ſo irrecon- 
cileably offended. Of this the perſon before us 
lately experienced an inſtance, diſagreeable 
enough to ſurfeit him of this his very favourite 
practice as long as he lives. 1 
* Of the many profeſſions which he has 
wantonly fallen upon, the medical art has felt 
the ſevereſt ſallies of his uncommon turn for 
ridicule. As he was riding one day to pay a 
viſit to a nobleman, who had deſired him to 
come in that manner, that he might take a 
view of the extenſive and improvements 
about his ſeat, the heat of the day, and his be- 
ing unuſed to that method of travelling, expo- 
ied him to ſome injuries which made his fitting 
on a ſaddle very painful to him. 8 
« While he was in this diſtreſs, he happened 
to go by the houſe of an apothecary on whom 
he had exerted his unlucky talents with the 
moſt injurious ſucceſs, having fixed his general 
ridicule of the profeſſion upon him, Dy a par- 
ticular deſcription of his perſon 1 ibly ri- 
diculous. Without thinking of this, or dread- 
ing any retaliation from a reſentment ſo juſtly 
provoked, he called upon him, and, m 
known his complaint, deſired his aſſiſtance. 
<« The apothecary, whoſe diſpoſition was 
equally ſpiteful and droll, reſolved not to miſs 
ſuch an opportunity of taking a ſignal revenge 
| or 


* 


for all the mortifications which the other hat 
brought upon him. Accordingly he deſired 
him to alight for a moment, with all the pla- 
cid politeneſs of his profeſſion, and made him 
up two er one of which he himſelf moſt 
officioully applied to the part affected, ditecting 
Him to put on the other when that ſhould come 
off; and, refuſing to take any return for a piece 
of ſervice which he afſured him the pleaſure 
of conferring amply overpaid, wiſhed him an 
agreeable ride. | | 
<« The plaiſter had the deſired effect, and he 
felt no farther pain during the reſt of his jour- 
ney ; at the end of which, finding that the 
motion of the horfe had rubbed it off, he took 
an opportunity to ſtep aſide, Juſt before he went 
to dinner, and put on the other, as he had been 
directed. The firſt application of this was at- 
tended with ſenſations far from pleaſing; how- 
ever, he thought that muſt proceed from his 
being more chafed than before, and concluding 
that they would ſoon go off, went directly in 
to dinner, where, as if fortune combined with 
his foe, he was placed between two young 
ladies, equally ſprightly and arch. | 
“ He had not been ſeated long before the 
plaifter began to operate, in a manner that 
made him fincerely fick of his honourable ſitua- 
tion He was in torture impoſſible to be ſup» 
ported; and what added to his diſtreſs, he 
knew not how ta get away to remove the 
cauſe of it, conſcious that the difcovery of 
a trick he was now ſufficiently ſenſible bad 
been played him, would fix a ridicule upon 
him, which he ſhould never be able to ſhake 
off, as he had had too many proofs of the 1 
a ure 


* 
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Ture every body took in every thing that gave 
him tbe leaf oe N This — 
him reſolve to fat it out, intoierable as the pain 
he ſuffered ,, 

& But he had more plagues. to encounter 
than his utmoſt forecaft could provide againſt. 
The ladies between whom he fat ſoon faw 
that he was in ſome uneaſineſs, and reſolved, 
with the uſual good- nature of the ſex, to ag- 
gravate it, for their own entertainment, by 
every teazing trick they could deviſe, Aecord- 
ingly, winking to each other to act in concert, 
they drew their chairs cloſer to him, ſo as to 
make it impoſſible for him to ſtir, which ne- 
ceſſity was now beginning to make him think of, 
in fpite of all his reſolutions, and made the moſt 
malicious conjectures at his want of his uſual 
mirth and fpirit ; to awake which they puſhed 
him from ſide to fide with their elbows, though 


every time he moved upon his chair pierced 
him to the foul. 


The effects of the plaifter were by this 


time become ſo violent, that nature was no 
longer able to ſupport them. He fainted away - 
in the midſt of the company, and was removed 
to another room, to undergo a ſcene of raille- 


rie and ridicule, if poſſible more ſevere than 
his pain. | | 
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over the wit. Other worſe conſequences of the 
profittution of genius. 25 


& I firſt thing that ftruck him when 
4 he came to himſelf was the ridiculouſ- 
neſs of his ſituation. He was laid on his face, 
acroſs a bed, in the midſt of a number of ſer- 
vants, who, in undreſſing him, had diſcovered 
his ailment, ſome of the conſequences of which 
they were buſied in removing with wet cloths, 
in the ſame manner as a nurſe cleanſes an in- 
Fant. It was ſome minutes after he recovered 
his ſenſes before he was able to ſpeak, during 
which time he had the mortification to hear the 
unfeeling wretches round him cracking their 
coarſe jeſts at his misſortune. At length too 
'rqugh an application to the part affected ex- 
-xbrted an involuntary roar, which ſhewing 
them that he was come to his ſenſes, they in- 
ſtantly changed their ſcoffs for a curioſity equal- 
ly difagreeable, all opening upon him at once 
to enquire what had thrown him into that con- 

dition. 
<« It may be thought he had no great inclina- 
tion to anſwer their queſtions. He thanked 
them for their care, and, defiring they would 
let the chaplain know he wanted to ſpeak to 
him as ſoon as he had done dinner, begged to 
be left alone. | 
. cc His 


bs 
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< His meditations in ſuch a ſituation could 
not be very pleaſing, He was not at a loſs to 
diſcover the cauſe of what had happened; and 
curſing his own fooliſh confidence for putting 
himſelf any way in the power of one whom he 
might naturally ſuppoſe: to be his enemy, re- 
ſolved to take the ſevereſt revenge which the 
law could procure him, for ſo painful an injury, 
without making any allowance for the provo- 
cation that had prompted it. He comforted 
himſelf with theſe thoughts as well as he could, 
till the arrival of the chaplain, whoſe reſent- 
ment for ſome laſhes of wit made him in no 
haſte to come, had not the curioſity of the reſt 
of the company, which was raiſed by the repre- 
ſentation of the ſervants, accelerated his mo- 
tion. VVT 
b As ſoon as he entered the chamber, the 
poor ſufferer, whoſe pain was far from being 
entirely removed, exclaimed in the anguiſſi of 
his heart, O my friend, I have ſent for you 
to implore your aſſiſtance to inflict a proper 
puniſhment upon the villain who has brought 
me to this diſgrace and torture.” He then re- 
counted the affair of the plaiſter, as I have relat- 
ed it to you, and concluded with conjuring the 
chaplain to uſe his influence with his lordſhip, 
to do him juſtice tor an outrage which, accord- 
ing to the-laws of hoſpitality; affected himſelf, 
as it was offered to his gueſt. — 
His reverence ſat picking his teeth in the 
greateſt compoſure while he was telling his 
tale, at the end of which, Pray fir, (ſaid he, 
with an ait of the moſt inſulting indifterence) 
what would you have me do? “ Do fir, (an- 
i{wered the wit, proyoked beyond his patience 
Vo. I. N at 


— 
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at the other's behaviour) chew the cud of your 
laſt meal till you are fo happy as to get another, 
that you may not loſe a moment's enjoyment of 
that pleaſure which ſeems to be the fole end of 
your exiſtence.” — | | 
„ cStung by the ſeverity of this reproach, the 
chaplain directly left him without making any 
reply, and returning to the company told them, 
that the violence of the pain had diſordered the 
poor man's head, and made him ſtark mad. 
Such a repreſentation afforded matter for many 
curious remarks, in which the affinity between 
wit and madneſs was moſt learnedly diſcuſſed, 
while they were finiſhing their wine, without 
ever thinking of procuring the ſubject of their 
{peculation any relief. e 
« At length curioſity prompted his lordſhip 
to ſee ſo ſtrange a ſight, in hopes of confirming 
by his behaviour ſome nice obſervations he had 
been making on the nature of madneſs, evident 
ſymptoms of which he declared he had per- 
ceived the moment he ſaw him that morning; 
but he was diſagreeably diſappointed to ſind the 
chaplain's account without foundation, and the 
man in his ſenſes, ſo that he was deprived of 
the merit of his judicious diſcovery, on which 
he had plumed himſelf not a little, and his theo- 
ry was left unſupported by the proof he had ap- 
pealed to, However, he concealed his chagrin, 
and, enquiring into the particulars of ſo extraor- 
dinary an affair, for the chaplain's account was 
far from being ſatisfatory, revenged himſelf 
for his diſappointment by laughing in the moſt 
mortifying manner at every ridiculous circum- 
ſtance ; a behaviour that aggravated the other's 
diſtreſs, as he was reſtrained, by reſpect, from 
making any reply, « When 


THE REVERIE. 267 

When they had ſufficiently enjoyed the 
fcene, one of the company, more compaſſionate 
than the teſt, bethought himſelf that it might 
not be improper to do ſomething for the relief 
of the poor ſufferer, whoſe appearance ſhewed 
that his pain was not much abated. According- 
ly, upon conſultation, it was agreed to be the beſt 
way to ſend for the apothecary who had made 
up the plaiſter, as he mult neceſſarily know 
what was proper to remove its effects, better 
than anyone elſe: The diſtreſſed patient would 
gladly have avoided ſuch an interview, if only 
to diſappoint his enemy of the pleaſure of tri> 
umphing in the ſucceſs of his trick : but 
haps for that very reaſon his lordſhip infifted on 
it, and he was ſent for directly. F 
This exceeded the apothecary's hopes. He 
obeyed the ſummons with the greateſt pleaſure; 
and on his arrival, having firſt prudently ex- 
preſſed his ſurprize, and afterted his innocence 
of any evil intention in what he had done, was 
ſhewn up to his patient, who no ſooner fixed 
his eyes upon him, than burſting into the moſt 
violent rage, Villain! (ſaid he) what baſe 
trick is this you have played me? But be aſ- 
ſured that I will have the moſt exemplary ſa- 
tisfation ! IN make you know”— © 
Sir, (anſwered the apothecary, with a ſly 
erin) have a little patience, and all will ſoon 
be well. I am ſorry that an innocent joke 
ſhould give you ſuch offence,” — - © | 

« A joke, wretch! Do you call putting me 
to ſuch torture and diſgrace a joke? 
Nothing more, I aſſure you, fir; and if 
vou will give me leave to apply this liniment 
to the place where your complaint is, I'll en- 

| N 2 gage 
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gage to remove it in a few minutes; and as for 
the diſgrace, there is nothing in it; it is only 
matter for a few days laughter, and it will then 
be no more thought of.“ — 

No more thought of! Ves, it will be al- 
ways thought of; — I ſhall never be able to 
ſhew my face again after the ridiculous figure 
I have made by your curſed means; but if I 
forgive you, may 1 * the laughing- lock of 
every fool I meet,” 

- «« Surely, fir, a man of your reaſon and be. 
nevolence cannot harbour ſuch an implacable 
reſentment! What would you do if you were 
in my caſe ? Unprovoked by the leaſt offence, 
you wantonly fell on my uncouth figure, on 
the profeſſion by which I earn bread for myſelf 
and my family, till you have made both ſo d- 
culous, that children hoot at me as I go 
along the ſtreets, and their equally wiſe parents 
fight my ſkill, and paſs by my ſhop with con- 
. tempt. The bliſter on your poſteriors will ſoon 
be healed; nor can the diſgrace you ſeem to 
take fo heavily to. heart, be attended with any 
conſequences worſe than a laugh, which you 
are well able to ſhift from yourſelf to ſome body 
elſe; but with me the caſe is quite different; my 
very ſubſiſtence is attacked, and the happi- 
neſs of my family ſacrificed, merely ſor a miſ- 
chie vous jeſt, and to thew dur Powers of ri- 
dicule.“ 

00 Swe with the juſtice of this reproof, 
the Wit had not. power to make-any reply, but 
ſubmitted in filence to receive the other's aſſiſ- 
tance, who, ſatisfied with this double triumph, 
ſoon put an end to his pain by a proper appli- 


cation. When this relief had reſtored wa 4 
ittie 
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little to his ſpirits, he took the apothecary by 
the hand, ſqueezing it eagerly, ** Dear dottor, 
(aid he) acknowledge that I have been to 
blame, much to blame; but I never conſidered 
this matter in a proper light before. All that 
I can do now, is to make you any reparation 
in my power, and to promiſe that I will never 
be guilty of the like indiſeretion again. Never 
will J indulge wit any more at the Aren ol 8 
giving pain to an honeſt heart.” — | 
<< This reſolution. laſted while he was poten 
the apothecary's hands; but no ſooner was he 
recovered than he relapſed into his old humour, 
which he even indulged with greater latitude 
and virulence than ever, thathhe ſhould not ap- 
pear to have been diſpirited by what he had ſuf- 
fered. As to the other, his trick was attended 
with ſucceſs beyond his moſt fanguine hopes. 
Beſide the preſent pleaſure of revenge, the mo- 
ment this ſtory took wind, the ridicule which 
had been ſo prejudicial to him, recoiled with 
tenfold force upon his adverſary, and he reco- 
vered his former credit and reſpec .. 
4 But this perſonal licentiouſne. hiough | 
perhaps the moſt immediately painful to patti- 
culars, is not the worſt inſtance in which this 
perſon abuſes the talents nature has beſtowed 
upon him with more than common liberality. 
You ſee the levity of his looks and behaviour; 
the ſame folly infects his writings to the moſt 
extravagant exceſs. In theſe he is diflipation 
itſelf. Starting from one ſubje& to another; he 
jumbles all Ker the lighteſt and moſt ſe- 
rious, ſo as to make them appear equally ridi- 
culous (qarificing m_ thing to raiſe a gs 
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as if that were the fole end of genius, the fole 
object of erudition. 

% Nor is this all; there are ſome things over 
which nature herſelf commands to throw a veil. 
To lift this up therefore, and make them the 
ſubje& of wit and pleaſantry, even in the al- 
moſt boundleſs liberty of diſcourſe, is a great 
offence ; but in writing it is abſolutely unpar- - 
donable, as that perpetuates the evil, and lays 
the foundation for debauching generations yet 
unborn. This is the groſſeſt proſtitution of 
powers given for a better purpoſe, and is al- 
ways brought to a ſevere account.” 
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CHAP. XXII. 


4 eld el ſer vation confirmed by a new churacter. 
A remarkable inſtance of the inconſiſtency of the 
human heart. A curiaus love-ſcene proves that 


the pleaſure of variety is ſometimes attended with 


Foal and inconvenience. 


UT, as I bave remarked on other otca- 

fions, it is the proper application that 
effectuates the bleſſing. Without this the beſt 
gifts of heaven become a curſe, and only ag- 
gravate the evils they were beſtowed to pre- 
vent. 

e Obſerve that perſon who rum about yon- 
der in a military habit, pleaſed with the enſigns 
of his profeſſion, as a child with a new bawble. 
Every favour, by which fortune could ſeem to 
ſecure human * had ſhe heaped * 
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his head in the moſt unbounded manner; but 
this very profuſion produced the contrary ef- 
fect: and miſerable in imagination fot want of 
ſomething to wiſh for, he has renounced ſuch 
an inſipid plenty, and plunged himſelf, for va- 
riety, into the real miſeries of a way of life, 
which is permitted only as a puniſhment on 
the follies and vices of mankind. ©  ' : 

It has been obſerved, that from a cloſe at- 
tention to the firſt eſſays of the opening mind, 
a preſage may be formed of the future life. The 
diſtinguiſhing characters of his youth were a 
ſated indifference to every thing in his poſſeſ- 
ſion; an inconſtancy even more than childiſh in 
all his purſuits, he ſeldom perſiſting in any to the 
attainment of its object. As the affluence of 
his fortune made any particular application not 
abſolutely neceſſary to him, this fluctuating im- 
becillity of diſpoſition paſſed unnoticed, and his 
inattention to every prudential regard in all his 
actions, was extolled as generoſity and magnifi- 
cence of ſpirit. But the event has proved the 
error of this judgment, the ſame weakneſs hav- 
ing ruled the conduct of his riper years, and 
made him an eaſy prey to every idle paſfion of 
his own, to every mean deſign of his more in- 
digent companions. To recapitulate every in- 
ſtance of this would be to make an hiſtory of 
his whole life. It will be ſufficient juſt to 
touch upon one or two, to ſupport the charac- 
ter I have here drawn, and as they fo ſtrong - 
ly illuſtrate the inconſiſtency of the human 
heart. 

On his arriving at that period of life, when 
men are concluded to be capable of conducting 
themſelves, the firſt thing which the care of his 


4 friends 


4 


vexation and pain. As he was prowling about 
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friends ſuggeſted to ſecure his happineſs, ſor - 


their eyes at length began to be opened to the 


dangers attending ſuch a - diſpoſition, was to 
find out a female, whoſe prudence might be a 


ſhield to his levity, and prevent its worſt ef- 
feats; and whom reaſon and inclination ſhould 
go hand in hand, in recommending to his 
choice as a partner for his life. In this deli- 
cate and important ſearch they were not long 
undetermined. They fixed upon one to whom 
envy herſelf could make no poſſible objection. 


Born in an exalted rank, and rich in every fa- 


vourite gift of heaven, ſhe ſeemed deſigned to 


crown the bleſſings of an happy life. The 


moment ſhe was mentioned to him he received - 


the hint with rapture. In the intercourſe of a 


general acquaintance his heart had not been 


inſenſible of her charms, and on the nearer at- 
. tention of ſuch a deſign, he ſoon perceived the 
more valuable beauties of her mind. By the 


athitance of his friends, he preſerved his reſolu- 


tion ſo long as to make his addreſſes acceptable, 
and received, in her hand, a ſeal of the moſt 


perfect felicity which this life is capable of en- 


joying. 


BBut ſcarce was he in poſſeſſion of this juſt 
object of every rational deſire, When the natu- 


ral inconſtancy of his temper prevailed, and he 
lighted an happineſs for which all others ſighed, 


only becauſe it was in his poſſeſſion. Accord- 
ingly he ſoon, relapſed into all the licentiouſnels 


of his former life, and vainly ſought in looſe 


variety for that pleaſure, which his perverſe in- 
ſenſibility prevented his enjoying at home. 
«Such pleaſure is always purchaſed with 


one 
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one evening for his ufual, game in the | 

ries of the theatre, he happened t ſee a female 

whoſe appearance had -ſomething in it more 
than commonly pleaſing to him. He imme 
diately addreſſed her in the familiarity of ſuch 

places, and was not leſs ſtruck with the ſpright-- 
lineſs of her converſation than be had been be- 
fore with her beauty. Encouraged by her free- 
dom, and confiding in the ſuperiority of his- 
rank, at the end of the play he heſitated not to 

propoſe retiring to one of the nighbouring ta- 

verns, to improve ſo agreeable an acquaintance. 
This ſhe poſitively refuſed, though in terms 
which implied not any reſentment at the pro- 
poſal, nor prevented his preſſing her at leaſt 
to give him another meeting at the play-houſe, 

which ſhe at length conſented to do-. 

In two or three interviews of this kind, | 
which ſhe let herſelf. be perſuaded to indulge 

him with, ſhe played her part with ſuch addrels, 
that ſhe gained an abſolute conqueſt over him, 

removing by her well-acted modeſty every ſuſ- 

picion of her real character. At . when 

he had brought her bluſhingly to confeſs a re- 

turn of his paſſion, and ſilenced every other 

ſcruple, ſhe ſtarted the laſt difficulty, of the 

danger of being detected by her huſband, as ſhe 

, was a married woman. This diſco- 
very was far from being agreeable to him. He 
loved his pleaſures; but he was far from de- 
ſiring to have them enhanced by any appear- 
ance of danger. However, he had gone too 
far to retreat now; and therefore, putting the 
beſt face upon the affair, he prevailed upon her 
to run the hazard of this diſcovery, by promi- 
150 to protect her againſt her huſband's reſent- 
ment, 
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ment, ſhould any ſuch thing happen, and to 
make a proviſion for her that ſhould ſave her 
from any diſagreeable conſequences of it. 
His ability to perform ſuch a promiſe, 
which ſhe was no ſtranger to, and the perſua- 
five argument of ſeveral very valuable preſents, 
in the end prevailed upon her. Accordingly 
one evening, when her huſband was engaged 
abroad, ſhe fet him-in at the back-door of her 
houſe, with the greateſt appearance of priv 
and fear, and conducted him ſoftly up to her 
own chamber. He had not been many mi- 
nutes in poſſeſſion of his deſires, when all on 
a ſudden the door was burſt in, and a drawn 
ſword was held to his breaſt, by a man who 
appeared to be in the molt violent agitation of 
frantic rage. i 
„Villain! adultereſs! (exclaimed he, foam- 
ing at the mouth, and rolling his eyes wildly 
around) have I then caught you at laſt 
This inſtant ſhall your adulterous blood pay the 
price of my diſhonour !—this inſtant will I” — 
O mercy! mercy! (cried the trembling 
female, holding up her hands, and tuning her 
voice in the moſt plaintive tone) Spare us!— 
ſpare us but a moment! Murder not our 
wretched ſouls as well as our bodies.” 
„The huſband ſtarted at theſe words, and 
ſeemed loſt in thought, while his lifted arm 
hung over them in the air. She ſaw the critical 
moment, and jogging her lover, who lay pe- 
trified with fear, Speak to him, (ſaid ſhe) 
perhaps your words may have effect! his heart 
was ever tender and humane.” N 
„ Rouzed by this addreſs, the poor ſelf- con- 
victed culprit attempted to aſſay him with the beſt 
argu- 
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arguments his fear could ſuggeſt. + Think not 
of a revenge (ſaid he) which muſt prove as fa- 
tal to yourſelf as to us; but name any repara- 
tion you pleaſe to require, and it ſhalt be in- 
ſtantſy made. My fortune is ſufficient” —- | 

Reparation No. Nothing but blood 
can make me reparation, (anſwered the huſ- 
band, riſing to tenfold rage after the pauſe) my 
honour, my love for that ungrateful woman will 
hear of no other reparation.— As to myſelf, my 
life I value not at a pin's fee ; all that is dear 
to me is now loſt.” Then ſinking, as it 
were, into ſoſtneſs, And can I wound that 
breaſt fairer than monumental alabaſter ? O wo- 


* 


man] woman!“ 
At theſe words he held his hand to his 
eyes, to hide his tears, and ſobbed aloud as in the 
anguiſh of his ſoul. The lovers thought this 
fit of ſoftneſs favourable to their fears, and, 
flipping out of bed, naked as they were,' threw 
themſelves at his feet, and beſought his mercy 
in the moſt moving terms. After ſuffering a 
conflict of ſome moments, he ſunk backwards 
into a chair, and, bidding them put on their 
cloaths, fat as deliberating how to act in ſuch 
a diſtreſſing ſituation. eee 1 
ln the mean time the lover, who thougnjt 
that his life depended on the reſult of this deli- 
beration, renewed his offers of reparation with 
the greateſt earneſtneſs, while his partner in 
guilt applied for mercy, with every argument 
that could move compaſſion. His tender heart 


was not proof to ſuch a double attack. After 
pauſing for ſome little time, And what repa- 
ration can you make (ſaid he) for robbing me 
of the love of a woman, to obtain whom | oye 

| : acri- 
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ſacrificed my whole fortune, and n my- 
ſelf into debts, which have driven me to the 
brink of deſpair? but I thought nothing too 
2 to ſuffer for her, baſe and ungrateful as 
e is gp >» IDE Es 8 
' « will not only inſtantly enable you to diſ- 
charge thoſe debts (anſwered the lover eagerly, 
catching a glimpſe of hope from that capitulat- 
ing queſtion) but I will alſo ſetle ſuch an au- 
nuity on you for life, as ſnall taiſe you above the 
neceflity of ever contracting any more. 
What ſhall I do? (exclaimed the huſband, 
as in an agony) ſhall I compound my diſhonour 
for a price? ſhall I periſh in want and deſpaint 
What shall J. can To 1 
% The irrelolution implied in | theſe nds, 
gave the terrified lovers new hope. They af- 
failed him again with every argument they could 
deviſe, which they purſued With ſuch ſucceſs, 
that at length he ſubmitted to receive a repara- 
tion for an injury not to be regalied. When this 
firſt point was gained, the terms were ſoon ſet- 
tled, the eagerneſs of the lover, preventing the 
other's making any demand, by the largeneſs of 
his offers. A lawyer, who was a friend of the 
huſband, and luckily happened to be in a neigh- 
douring coffee-houſe, was directly called in, 
and ſoon confirmed the compact beyond a po- 
ſibility of reyocation ; one article of which was, 
that the lover ſhould make a ſeparate proviſion 
for his miſtreſs, the buſband's delicate ſenſe of 
honour not permitting him to Aue any m 
intercoutſe witn Da N Ke LE 1 +490 
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C'H AP. xX I. 
A new motive for turning ſoldier; with a ſhort 
view of the military profeſſion." The ſcene is 
changod, and a more extenſive proſpect opened. 


* SI LS EIN RT T7 * N Ain: 
_ < FJ VERY circumſtance of this tranſaction 
- 4-/ bore ſuch glaring marks of impoſition, 
that any other perſon would have ſeen through, 
and avoided the deceit; or at leaſt, when that 
was too late, have ſhewn a proper reſentment, 
of it, by dropping all farther commerce with the 
baſe woman who drew him into ſuch a ſnare, 
and was evidently an accomplice in the whole. 
But, blind to all conviction, be grew fonder,of 
her than before, and, ſeeming to have changed 
his very nature, proved conſtant to her longer 
than he had ever been to any other object; tho” 
far from ſtriving to retain him by any appearance 
of regard, any obſequiouſneſs in her behaviour, 
now that her independence, the firſt object of her 
deſigns, was eſtabliſhed, ſhe affected on all oc- 
caſions to treat him with the moſt inſolent con- 
tempt, and openly beſtowed upon others thoſe 
favours which had coſt him ſo dear. 
While he indulged every vicious paſſion in 
this profligate manner, the condition of his de- 
ſerted wife deſerved the higheſt compaſſion. Sen- 
ſible of the danger of expoſtulating on ſo delicate 
a ſubject, ſhe ſeemed not to ſee the lights Which 
be hourly ſhewed her, but, drying up her tears 
whenever he approached her, always met him 
with a ſmile of tenderneſs and reſpect. Smo- 
thered grief preys with double violence: upon the 
beart. Though ſhe did not complain, ſhe could 
not avoid feeling the pain of ſuch treatment * 
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der which ſhe: pined inſenſibly away, like a 
flower cankered at the root. | 
<< But that which reaſon could not do, was 
effected by the natural inconſtancy of his tem- 
per, and a new whim 8 his profligate 
miſtreſs in his thoughts. His country happened 
to be engaged in war; the noiſe of drums and 
trumpets turned his head, and he muſt needs be 
a ſoldier, for want of ſomething elſe to give him 
employment. As ſoon as this caprice took poſ- 
ſeſſion of him, he bought a commiſſion in the 
army directly, and ſet about learning the milita- 
trade with as much eagerneſs as if he was 
obliged to follow it for bread; and, to ſhew his 
proficiency in tacticks, even went fo far as to 
write an elaborate zreatiſe on the mighty advan- 
tages of a ſoldier's turning out his toes in his 
mar ching. wer murmmen 
« When he had with infinite pains got his 
company trimmed and diſciplined to his mind, 
contrary to the expectation of all who knew 
him, he purſued the humour fo far as to go with 


them into the field, where they ſoon had an op- 


nine”; of ſignalizing their valour, at the ex- 
pence of near half their lives. But an unlucky vi- 
fit of compliment to the colonel deprived him of 
the glory of ſharing in the danger of that day, 
though the gallant behaviour of his men reflec- 
ted ſufficient honour on him, for having trained 
to ſuch excellent diſcipline, and inſpired them 
with ſo noble a contempt of death. Encouraged 
by that ſucceſs, he perſiſts in his purſuit of fame, 
the viciſſitudes of the military life keeping his 
mind continually employed, and | faving him 
from the fatigue of a moment's reflection; an 
evil to avoid which he has ever had recourſe to 
ſome new ſcheme of active idleneſs.“ ny 


R 
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„ I thought it impoſſible, (faid I) Om 
uide, that the heart of man could be ſo abſard- 
55 perverſe! The general motives for embracing 
the military life are neceffity, an enthuſiaſtic 
paſſion for tame, and perhaps, in a very few in · 
ſtances, a diſintereſted ſpirit of patriotiſm. But 
here none of theſe can be alledged; for the laſt 
his temper is too indifferent; too liſtleſs and un- 
ſteady for the purſuit of fame; and his affluence 
raiſes him above neceſſity, which is the moſt 
univerſal of all: ſo that he literally ſacrifices the 
moſt ſolid advantages of life for nothing, and 
runs into danger and diſtreſs, becauſe he is in- 
capable of enjoying the oppoſite bleſſings. 
To the motives which you have 
{returned the ſpirit) you might have added ava- 
rice and ambition, from both of which he is al- 
ſo conſtitutionally exempt. As to the dangers 
and diſtreſſes in which you imagine he muſt 
have involved himſelf, though ſufficient to de- 
ter any man of reaſon from plunging wantonly 
into them; in ſach caſes as his, they ale far 
ſhort of what inexperienced apprehenſion may 
repreſent. The private centinel who hourly ex- 
poſes his life for a morſel of bread to ſupport it, 
and the ſubaltern officer who leads that ſoldier 
to fight, ſtruggle with difficulties, and encounter 
dangers, which nature ſhudders at the thought 
of ; but aſcend to the higher ranks, and a great 
part of thoſe terrors vaniſh. Their carriages 
ſave them from fatigue, their tables are heaped 
with delicacies, and luxury reigns in their tents. 
The day of battle, in which alone they are x- 
poſed to danger, is in ſome meaſure a day of - 
reſt to the others; the motions and manceuvres, 
in which the modern art of war moſtly conſiſts, 
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harraſſing the unhappy ſoldier with greater hard- 


ſhips, and expoſing him to more dangers than 
any general engagement. But of this you will 
be a better judge when you have taken a view 
of yonder ſcene of war. We. have dwelt too 
long upon the minute concerns of private life, 
of individuals, however ſtrongly marked out for 
obſervation, by titles, wealth, or folly. We will 
now enlarge our view, and ſee whether the con- 
duct of nations is more rational ; whether the 


clouds of — * vice which overcaſt the cot- 


tage, and produce domeſtic unhappineſs in lower 


life, may not, when raiſed into the higher regi- 


ons, burſt into ſtorms and thunder, and make 
an univerſal wreck of all the works of nature. 
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